^rael fires missiles at Lebanese ridge 

l^BATTYEH (R) — Israeli forces fired three surface-to-surface 
rt jycite into a hi ll in a guerrilla-held ridge in South Le banon , 
gcurity sources said on Friday. A radio station ron by an 
j^sefi-backed militia confirmed what it said was the first ever use 
pfdxr -Gold One” missiles in Lebanon on Thursday. Voice of the 
Sou* radio, mouthpiece of the South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
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2 Somalis killed in Mogadishu shootosat 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Two Somali civilian bystanders have been 
killed and three others wounded during a shootout between U.N. 
troops and Somali gunmen in Mogadishu, a U N. military 
spokesman said here Friday. Major Rick McDonald of the United 
Nations* Operation Somalia (UNOSOM) told AFP on telephone 
from the Somali capital that the incident was sparked off when 
several Somalis tned to enter the U.N. compound in Mogadishu 
and were refused entry for lack of identification Thursday Maj. 
McDonald said that the Somalis left, only to return later with 
armed gunmen who opened fire on UNOSOM security torce-s 
manning the gale. “The U.N. peacekeepers returned fire in 
self-defence, but unfortunately two Somali bystanders were killed 
and three others wounded," he said. There were no casualty on 
die U.N. side, he added. In another incident Friday, Mr. 
McDonald said. U.N. peacekeepers exchanged gunfire with a 
group o; armed Somalis who tried to hijack a UNISOM vehicle ia 
Baidoa, northwest of the Somali capital. 
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nouse eu^xioajats m sast Jerusalem 
is lowers* on the “hysterical - 
norma] fife, to .^^nmnnication and Culture 
“ isia nd as tt}nri.l63tScr Shnlamrt Akmi said 
f Jurists do, , ’u, i rnday. Ms. Akmi, a leader 

^ Lima i.’ij .■ ruforef7 in fhi» 


ha s Viney ar( j of Palestinians to hold 
‘ the soutben, with diplomats in the 
icntisetts. The Ob astern part of the Holy Gty. 
“*** reporte^y^n particular at Orient House. 
«S8’ service, i/ ju^Ser comments came after 
ie Vineyard fj^’o reign Minister Shimon 
Tbe crew told criticised a meeting on 
tmsts nearby tfeT inrsday between Faisal 
sd for Main,. ^ ■ Jnsseini, the leading Palesti- 
Vfean while, tan ™ die West Bank, and 
of the Edpanr^. foreign diplomats to discuss 
hib said tl^v^ future of Jerusalem (see 
Diana saHina'c^f nap 12)- Ms. AJoni said on 
» with fornwrQ^Eaeti radio: “The Israeli 
ttchorman wjf; fraction 10 t * iese ““tings is 
Princess DiaJJi'wgmg on the hysterical. We 
is staying at Ami* c33 ' t create an atmosphere of 
do Tarso n^har* trasr between the Israelis and 
ented 18th-cm^ ^ Palestinians by attacking 
{ home whOeE^* activities in Orient 
William and hJ Hoasc ” 

hSL *n r c^ 9r0UP Ur9eS 

2 ry charmed b; *, Ses with Israel 

i. “She IwnE ^ EUALA LUMPUR (AP) — 
eaceful time to ^ >‘ 0ntb win S of Malaysia's 
is so beautiful l P*™* P«?P- 

J are very chan* “ ed 1 °P enul g relations with 

id you trill R*"*" 1 * 'S' IK 
toward hmr animdes towards the Jewish 

tZTS SSd £ “ thawing So «W* Mus- 

; acv lfJ * nation * Ties 

^ can now be considered after 


tin signing of peace agree- 
ments between Israel and die 
90 1 0 Qista Palestine liberation Orga- 
u ♦-Jo-.,,-, notion (PLO) and Jordan, 
f* Ii caSUre jad Abdul Rahim Tamby 


Kremlin 


dak, the youth wing's lead- 
en. Fume minister Mahathir 


)W (A?) - Mohammad’s United Malays 
ists excavating* National Organisation often 
Lremlin waUsto? speaks through the youth 
a treasure iushs on thorny issues to test 
paper money fre we public mood. Malaysia, 
nd 17th centime, the official religion is 
TASS news agon ^m< has banned trade. 
Hie recent difflg ****1 and all other ties with 
up artifacts datsi brad. However, diplomatic 
century, wheat* gjfs jcould only be estab- 
as erected on t febed Is™® 1 shows 

ite Moscow m sracerity in seeking peace and 
ies include te *“* the worlds 

. ji. MntHm clatM Mr AKHul 


objects, indudd Mr- Abdul 

fragments * quoted as saying 

tensiLs the K& the national news agency, 

5*™“®* “ We olJ y oppose 

™er Senaw bu£- *e Zionists but not all Jews 
L.irv anient: 06 Sonists Who are extrem- 
«*' “SS* making to establish a 
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1612 when * .... 

hen occupy p Passengers take over 
iders. was ninway as pretest 

treasure cona-' 

termined numk nTHENS (R) — Eight pas- 
xiins and ah* stagers, angry over waiting in 
s of paper mo«! a hot plane during a take-off 
5 reported b 1 delay, took over the runway 
ch that gave ft* and blocked air traffic at 
money was uotf Athens airport, a Greek civil 
end of Jul.V’ Nation spokesman said. A 
nes were » s £°up of Olympic Airways 
until Tuesite- passengers, including a 
*S said, addi^ Greek rock star and his band, 
nai details wt®? ’“alked out of the plane and 
i soon Tbo^ Jt* over the take-off strip 
« X- scat of* ^SQlEIKlill£ 2Si immediate de- 
WiKrian gv se0 ‘ P® 1 * 111 *. he said. “It was 
i£Snals*fJ 'Hmv just took over 

^..csia's pre^ r® nmway. Someone might 
th? Arm^ : hav * I** 0 hart, 1 ’ said Tha- 
thousands f naqis Tripanagnostopoulos, 
fnjoi ^ -. a . CIvfl aviation official at the 
Qf3Cts ffrporL AD air traffic was 

locked for 10 minutes, until 
the passengers were per- 
ibot aa d«i by police to go back 
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Prance expels 
Turkish cleric 


Wt Sve S 0 C ^ AUX, France (AFP) 
afF*' ~7 France has ordered a Tur- 
T U r«» c,li deric from the eastern 
^ town of Sochaux to im- 

d by jg 3 »ioi^ “etfiately return to Turkey, 
Alaska ^ £ officials, announced Friday. 

Da f ® Acting order signed by Interior 

ionai fLi-istrs- Minister Charles Pasqua 
ice A® 1 $ Qtne after Abdul Rahman 

pos?? fjftcio^n, 30, alias Kasim 

(3,37^ . y na l* “proffered public 
% b* weals,” calling for violent 

ter ^ » Jtion fo be taken against 

x J u '- V *mKsh Prime Minister Tan- 
sps®® ^QUer. The police depart- 

“Itapf^jaiJ ment in the eastern Doubs 


the robo^, $ region said the imam of the 
see 0 < 3^3 /Jjjfl. Sochanx mosque was to be 
National KpeQed later Friday. The 

lv« -.mat 45 f^Wlaon order comes as 


;iy. ** . oroer cornea 

tno. $ hardline militants issued 

ore d,i 4,2^ threats Friday ag ai n st 
rther tc f French interests unless Paris 
its are ■ |if f withdrew aU its nationals 
bv rJ A?.,^ a u‘ from Algeria, ent support for 
■e they sU mihtary-backed regime 

J°d ended its crackdown on 
^shms in France (see page 


U.8. says Israel- Syria 
talks in bargaining phase 

Damascus said to have proposed 
Goian withdrawal compromise 


Washington (Agencies) 

— Israel -Syria peace talks 
have turned the comer into a 
bargaining phase that could 
produce concrete results, 
U .S. officials say after Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher’s latest Middle East 
tour. 

“Neither side is at this 
point satisfied with what it is 
hearing from the other on the 
issues of greatest concern,” 
said a senior State Depart- 
ment official who asked not 
to be identified. 

“Each side is trying to de- 
termine whether ... what they 
are going to get from the 
other makes the price that 
they are asked to pay worth 
it.” 

Both Israel and Syria are 
also trying to “see how the 
issues (of concern to them) 
might fit together” in a global 
compromise agreement. 

Syria is seeking total Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, occupied by Israel 
since 1967, while Israel wants 
Damascus to agree to full 
peace and offer security 
guarantees before it agrees to 
pull out of the Golan. 

Israeli newspapers said Fri- 
day dial Syria had proposed a 
complete Israeli withdrawal 
farm Golan Heights, within . 
two years in exchange for 
total peace. 

Newspapers said the offer 
was put to Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin late Monday 
by Mr. Christopher after he 
met Syrian President Hafez 
AI Assad for five hours on 


I \ /! 


Sunday. 

There was no confirmation 
horn Rabin's office, although 
a spokesman earlier de- 
nounced as “baseless” an 
Israeli television report that 
the premier had agreed to a 
total withdrawal within four 
yeais in return for peace. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin told Israeli 
Radio on Friday that there 
had been ‘‘progress in the 
Israel-Syrian negotiations 
and there mil be even more” 
during Mr. Christopher’s 
next visit. 

Washington considers that 
there has been sufficient 
progress in recent months for 
Mr. Christopher to revisit the 
region often to try to help the 
process along. 

He returned from a trip to 
the region Tuesday and is due 
to go back in mid-September 
for his fourth visit in as many 
months. 

When Mr. Christopher 
made the first of his recent 
visits in June the two sides 
simply laid out their priori- 
ties, the State Department 
offidal said. 

The following month, Mr. 
Christopher found each side 
testing the resistance of the 
other but that “psychological 
tug-of-war” too is now over, 
the official said. 

“It is clear that neither of 
the two positions will win the 
day. You have to work out 
quietly a third position,” 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres told journalists 
Monday. 


A senior U.S. official stres- 
sed recently that a Syria- 
Israel peace agreement 
“would improve the charac- 
ter of the Syrian-American 
relationship.” 

Both Israel and the United 
States feel that Syria has 
already given evidence of 
good faith, with Mr. Peres 
publicly giving Syria credit 
for restoring calm in Lebanon 
after the Hizbollah move- 
ment staged a tracks on north- 
ern Israel. 

The negotiations are likely 
to take some time, however, 
since the two sides are aiming 
for agreement on a full, de- 
tailed peace treaty. 

_ Syria has refused to consid- 
er the idea of an initial agree- 
ment in principle before 
more detailed discussions, 
the practice followed success- 
fully in the IsraeU-Palestinian 
and Israeli-Jordanian talks. 

Under the reported Syrian 
proposal, Israel would start 
its withdrawal this year and 
complete it before the next 
Israeli general elections plan- 
ned for June 1996. 

Each step would be accom- 
panied by measures to nor- 
malise relations between the 
two countries, ending with an 
exchange of ambassadors and 

open borders. — 

- Syria would accept an 
Israeli proposal for a com- 
plete demilitarisation of the 
Heights and would not de- 
mand an identical Israeli 
move in Galilee, in northern 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Palestinian mothers argue with an Israeli were arrested following protests in the West 
officer asking for the retesse of their sous who Bank town of Hebron Friday (AFP photo) 

PLO to co- administer 
crossings in nine days 


RAFAH (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) said on 
Friday they would jointly 
administer international cros- 
sings from Gaza and Jericho, 
now under Palestinian rule, 
to Egypt and Jordan. 

The chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator with Israel, Nabil 
Shaath, and Israeli Police 
Minister Moshe Shahal 
toured the Rafah passenger 
terminal on the Gaza Strip 
border with Egypt and 
announced measures to im- 
prove travel across the bor- 

“I am very happy that aU of 
you are here so you can see 
the start of the real change in 
this crossing,” said Dr. 
Shaath, who is also a member 
of the Palestinian self-nile 
authority, at a joint news 
conference with Mr. Shahal. 

“On Sunday a week from 
this Sunday, the Palestinian 
ade wiii take (charge of) the 
Palestinian wing of this cros- 
sing," be said. 

Israeli officials, now admi- 
nistering die border mossing 
alone, briefed the two offi- 
cials on the new arrange- 
ments, including plans to 
' double the Israeli staff who 
process passports and inspect 


Mr. Shahal also referred to 
upcoming changes at the ter- 
minal but did not mention 
detafis. 

“We have a report about 
new arrangements that wifi 
be effective two weeks from 
now.” he said. 

Palestinians have com- 
plained that they have been 
held up for hours — some- 
times overnight — by delays 
at passport and customs sta- 
tions. 

“If we add manpower and 
equipment, it shouldn’t take 
longer than 90 minutes.” Mr. 
S hahal said. 

Dr. Shaath is planning 
minister in the new auton- 
omous Palestinian govern- 
ment for the Gaza and 
Jericho, and chief peace 
negotiator with Israel. 

Dr. Shaath told reporters 
that “we want tins passage to 
be the be ginning s of peace.” 

He said be was pleased 
with Israel's pledge to in- 
crease the number of inspec- 
tors at the border and added 
that “there wifi be people to 
solve problems on both 
sides." 

Palestinian officials told re- 
porters that Palestinian 
security men will be posted at 


the border stations starting 
Aug. 21. _ 

Dual Israeli-Palestinian re- 
sponsibility for border cros- 
sings was called for in the 
peace accord signed May 4 in 


Israel Radio reported that 
Mr. Shahal also told Dr. 
Shahal that “safe passages” 
for Palestinians travelling 
across Israel from Gaza to 
Jericho will open Monday. 

Mr. Arafat and his de- 
puties have complained that 
the lack of Israel-approved 
travel routes — also called 
for in the Cairo accord — had 
made it nearly impossible for 
Pal estinians to move between 
the autonomous areas. 

Under the May self-rule 
accord, signed by PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, Israel retains 
overall control of the border 
crossings but divides respon- 
sibility for passengers be- 
tween Israel and the PLO. 

Hie sides agreed to divide 
the terminals, where the PLO 
wifi ran a section designated 
for Palestinian residents of 
Gaza and Jericho and visitors 
to the self-rule areas. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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PRINCE H ASS AN IN MA’AN: His Royal paid to the southern town on Friday (see page 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan chats with 3) 
community leaders of Ma’an daring a visit be 

Jordan and Israel resume 
Dead Sea talks on Monday 




By a Jordan Traes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Israeli negotiators resume 
talks on the key issues of 
border and water issues on 
Monday, having worked out 
the tools for advancing the 
negotiations. 

No precise details were 
available on the progress 
reached in the negotiations, 
held Tuesday and Wednes- 
day at the Moriah Plaza Dead 
Sea Hotel on the Israeli side 
at a site that Israel calls Ein 
Bofcefc. The talks will resume 
at the same site on Monday. 

In simultaneous talks held 
last week at a tent camp 
straddling the frontier in the 
Wadi Araba area, Jordan and 
Israel made progre s s on de- 
termining the tools to demar- 
cate their borders, including 
maps and other documents 
that date back to 1928. 

The Wadi Araba tent camp 
was to be dismantled over the 
weekend and the negotiators 
would join the broader nego- 
tiating process at the Monah 
Plaza Hotel on Monday. 
However, the border de- 
marcation sub-commission 
would meet separately from 
other working groups. 

Marwan Muasher, spokes- 

Berlusconi 
seeks 
to calm 


Italy 


ROME (AFP) — Italian 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni, launching his promised ' 
message of ‘optimism" after 
weeks of scandal and an 
attack on the lira, called for 
calm Friday in interviews cn 
national television. 

“Be calm — the reality is 
that it is not raining. Italy has 
never had it so good,” he said 
on the main news programme 
of the third public RAI chan- 
nel. 

Some 200,000 new jobs 
had been created, production 
was growing and inflation 
was at an all-time low. he 
said. “Here is an economy 
which works, that is the real- 
ity,” he added. 

Mr. Berlusconi had cut 
short his planned holiday 
over a national holiday 
weekend in a bid to stem the 
crisis hitting his coalition gov- 
ernment, beset by internal 
divisions and a lira which fell 
to historially low levels by 
Friday (see page 8) 

Speaking on the TG4 chan- 
! nel owned by his Fininvest 
! media empire, Mr. Berlusco- 
ni said the lira had been 
victim to volatile summer 
speculation.” 

“In August it is easy to 
speculate, because there are 
not many traders around and 
their movements have a more 
striking effect,” he said in the 
interview from his villa in 
Arcore, near the northern 
; city of Milan. 

Referring to the internal 
j cabinet divisions between his 
j Forza Italia and the repubii- 
i can Northern Leaeue. lead 


man for the Jordanian de- 
legation, said late Wednes- 
day: “We’ve been engaged in 
substantial negotiation on 
sharing water sources, de- 
marcating the border be- 
tween Jordan and Israel as 
well as other issues, including 
opening an air passage be- 
tween the two countries.” 

Dr. Muasher refused to be 
more specific. 

Meanwhile, a former 
Israeli defence minister. 
Ariel Sharon, conceded that 
as a general be bad ordered 
his troops to move the Israeli 
border fence eastwards into 
Jordan in the 1970s. 

Mr. Sharon said on Israeli 
army radio that when he was 
head of the southern com- 
mand be ordered the fence 
moved for the length of over 
100 kilometres in the Wadi 
Araba area to “prevent infil- 
trations.” . . 

Witting or unwitting, Mr. 
Sharon’s comment consoli- 
dated Jordan's case. The 
Kingdom is demanding the 
return of more than 380 
kilometres of its land now 
under Israeli occupation and 
says that the Jewish state 
encroached upon Jordanian 
land before and after the 
1967 war. 



Silvio Berlusconi 
by Umberto Bossi. Mr. Ber- 
lusconi told TGA that “cer- 
tain leaders make declara- 
tions which, are played with 
by commentators and sum- 
mer editorialists.” 

Mr. Bossi has made in- 
creasingly sharp attacks on 
Mr. Berlusconi over the per- 
ceived conflict of interest be- 
tween his job as prime minis- 
ter and his ownership of the 
Fininvest media-based 
empire, which came to a head 
with the recent arrest of his 
brother Paolo on bribery- 
charges. 

He called on his coalition 
partners to show "responsi- 
bility” and promised to 
attack the budget deficit in 
September through “rationa- 
lisation" and cuts in the pub- 
lic sector rather than higher 
raxes. 

Parliamentary leaders of 
the left-wing opposition had 
asked Mr. Berlusconi Friday 
to explain himself on Italy’s 
financial crisis, saying solu- 
tions had to be found rapidly 
for two of the basic causes of 
the lira’s collapse. 

These were "the inability 
of the government to adopt 
serious economic and finan- 
cial policies" and “the con- 
flict of interests which is in- 
creasingly developing into a 
real moral question," Ccsare 
Salvi and Luigi Berlinguer 
said in a statement. 


Mr. Sharon also confirmed 
that foe moving of the fence 
covered up to 8.S kilometres 
and the Israeli army built a 
new “security road” along- 
side foe new fence. 

However, the hawkish for- 
mer minister asserted that 
“moving foe fence doesn't 
mean moving foe border” 
since, in his view, “no man 
exactly knows where the bor- 
der is." 

At the same time, the very 
fact that Israel did make a 
move into Jordanian territory 
in the 70s established that 
there was a previous line 
maintained by Israel and that 
the Jewish state moved foe 
fence forward meant a viola- 
tion of international borders 
and countered Israel’s argu- 
ment that the border was 
never demarcated. 

In last week's negotiations, 
Jordan and Israel agreed to 
form joint survey teams to 
translate maps dating back to 
the British mandate of Pales- 
tine under the League of 
Nations, officials from both 
sides said. 

According to Israeli 
troops, foe negotiators at the 
Dead Sea hotel also made 

(Continued os page 7) 
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King 
receives 
well wishes 
on eve of 
anniversary 
of accession 
to Throne 

AMMAN i Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Friday received congratula- 
tory cables from heads of 
state, crown princes and 
prime ministers of Arab 
and foreign countries cog 
gratubting bun on the 4J:id 
anniversary of his accession 
to the Throne. 

The cables wished King 
Hussein continued good 
health and happiness and 
the Jordanian people furth- 
er progress and prosperity. 

The cables were sent by- 
King Fahd Ben Abdul .Aziz 
of Saudi Arabia, King Has- 
san n of Morocco, Qatari 
Leader Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad Al Thani, Emir of 
Bahrain Sheikh Isaa Ben 
Salman, Qatari Crown 
Prince Hamad Ben Khalifj 
Al Thani and Prime Minis- 
ter of Bahrain Sheikh Kha- 
lifa Ben Salman Al Khalifa. 

The King also received 
congratulatory cables from 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

On Thursday, King Hus- 
sein received similar "cables 
from Sultan Caboos Ben 
Sa’id of Oman, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. United Arab 
Emirates President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan .Al Na- 
il van, Palestinian President 
Yascr Arafat, Pakistani 
President Farouq Ahmad 
Khan, and President Fidel 
Ramos of the Phillipincs. 

Cables were also sent by 
UAE Vice-President 
Sheikh Maktoum Ben 
Rashed AI Maktoum, 
Bahraini Crown Prince 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa Al 
Khalifa. Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Zayed Al Nahayan and 
UAE Deputy Prime Minis-, 
ter Sheikh Sultan Ben 
Zayed Al Nahayan. 


Last-minute hitch hits 
U.S.-N. Korea document 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
North Korea called in the 
American delegation for 
fresh negotiations on their 
nuclear standoff, in a last- 
minute hitch to the two sides 
signing a joint statement, 
U.S. officials said on Friday 
evening. 

Washington has approved 
the draft text hammered out 
by U.S. and North Korean 
technical experts on Thurs- 
day. but Pyongyang had not 
given the green light, a U.S. 
official told Reuters as the 
two delegations began talks 
in Geneva. 

“We had the approval to 
go ahead. Apparently they 
did not,” a U.S. official told 
Reuters as the closed-door 
talks got under way at North 
Korea's diplomatic mission 
along Lake Geneva. 

“Apparently their capital 
wants to talk about it more. It 
might be a negotiating lac- 
tic." he added. “We hoped 
there would be a signing cere- 
mony.*' 

Earlier in the day. a North 
Korean diplomat said the ex- 
perts had discussed providing 
Pyongyang with new light- 
w'aier reactor technology and 
"normal relations” with 
Washington in return for 
freezing' its existing nuclear 
programme. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert Gallucci headed 
the small American delega- 
tion meeting North Koreans 
led by Pyongyang's Deputy 
Foreign Minister Kang Sok- 
Ju. 

Mr. Gailucci said in an 
interview with CNN that the 
two countries were looking 
for an agreement on a joint 
document covering certain 
points only. 

"We and the North Ko- 


reans arc working on trying 
to capture the areas of agree- 
ment that we have reached so 
far in a written statement, 
and if we can, then we wiil, 
and if we cannot, then we will 
be adjourning this session 
without it,” he said. 

The two delegations arc to 
return to their respective 
capitals Saturday after seven 
days of talks which have 
made some progress but still 
had significant obstacles to 
overcome, one U.S. official 
said. 

Earlier Friday a North Ko- 
rean diplomat. Pak Clung 
Rim. said experts of the two 
countries had prepared a 
joint declaration “to be sub- 
mined for approval to the 
two capitals." 

“The working group pre- 
pared a joint statement on 
the provision of light water 
reactors to foe DPRK (North 
Korea), the normalisation 
between the two countries 
and other issues in return for 
foe freezing of foe nuclear 
activities of the DPRK," Mr. 
Pak said. 

In Washington. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
said negotiators nrttde some 
progress in resolving their 
nuclear dispute and would 
meet again in September. 

The talks, which were in- 
terrupted after just one day 
on July S by the death of Kim 
II Sung, started up again on 
Aug. 5 here. 

Kim Jong II is unlikely to 
hold on to power in North 
Korea for long, a South Ko- 
rean defence analyst said. 

Dr. Taeho Kim said Kim 
Jong-II's ability “to strike a 
modus vivendi with the milit- 
ary will be the most critical 
variable to his political sur- 
vival.” 
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Palestinians seek 


own oil refinery 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A group of 
investors is studying the 
possibility of building a re- 1 
finery in the occupied terri- 
tories with cartel raised by 
Palestinians living in the 
Gulf states, but the idea 
remains vague and unde- 
fined, officials and 
businessmen said Friday. 

They said no feasibility 
studies or even preliminary 
studies were conducted on 
the idea and the group had 
not formally approached 
the Jordanian government 
or the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company 
(JPRC). 

Sa'd A1 Tal, director- 
general of the JPRC, said 
the group got in touch with 
the firm in an informal 
manner. “Obviously, being 
a refinery, we know some- 
thing about re finin g and 
they wanted to discuss it 
with us,” Mr. Tal told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

Reports said that the 
idea of setting up a refinery 
in the occupied territories 
came up after it was found 
that the JPRC coold not 
accommodate the proces- 
sing requirements of the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity (PNA) in Gaza and 
Jericho. 

According to a local re- 
port, “the PNA is unable to 
supply the JPRC with a 
sufficient amount of crude 
oil,” hence the self-rale au- 
thority now wants “to build 
a refinery in the West 
Bank.” 

But Mr. Tal dismissed 
the report as groundless. 
“There was never any dis- 
cussion involving the 
JPRC,” he said. 

Asked whether the com- 
pany was in a position to 
meet the needs of the 
Palestinians, Mr. Tal said: 
“If there is a proposal from 
our government to us to 
study the possibility, we 
could study it.” 

On the setting up of a 
refinery in the occupied 


territories, Mr. Tal said it 
was a subject which needs 
extensive studies and pre- 
parations. “There has to be 
an ideal site, there has to 
be a regular source of 
crude, there has to be wa- 
ter and a lot of other 
things,” he told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

According to Palestinian 
businessman here, the 
focus of the group of inves- 
tors, who were not identi- 
fied, is Palestinians in the 
Gulf states for capital. The 
group also raised the issue 
with ofl companies in the 
Gulf, apparently with a 
view to drawing from their 
expertise in setting up a 
refinery, they said. 

“Beyond that, there is no 
indication yet that Palesti- 
nians in the Gulf arc 
enthusiastic about the 
idea,” said a bus m cssm an . 
No details were available 
on the estimated cost of the 
project. 

Others said the idea of a 
refinery had to be seen in 
the context of a broader 
approach to setting up 
basic industries in the 
Palestinian territories such 
as a cement company and 
iron and steel plants. But in 
the absence of a final 
agreement between Jordan 
and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PUD) 
on economic cooperation, 
the host of ideas is mostly 
left to the private sector; 
there are no clear ideas on 
how the PLO leadership 
viewed cooperation with 
Jordan in such strategic in- 
dustries. 

“There are lots of ideas 
being discussed and various 
options being considered,” 
said a businessman. “But in 
the absence of dear posi- 
tions on the FLO’s part, 
everything is hanging in die 
air.” 

In the context of the re- 
ported quest for a refinery, 
die businessman said, “for 
the next few years, the 
Palestinians will have to 
depend on imported fuel 
and they have to make up 


their mind from where to 
get it.” 

“It could come from 
Israel or Jordan or any 
other source. But given the 
situation today, fed from 
Jordan is cheaper than that 
from Israel,” added the 

h nwiifAu na n 

However, under the pre- 
sent conditions, Jordan 
cannot export crude oil or 
fuel oil. whether gasoline 
or diesel, simply because 
tiie Kingdom itself is get- 
ting its supplies to meet its 
own local demand from 
Iraq under a tacit approval 
from the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee. 

According to reports, the 
refinery being discussed by 
the group of investors will 
have a processing capacity 
of 15,000 barrels of crude 
ofl per day supplied by 
“Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries.” 

Mr. Tal described the 
quantity as far below the 
actual needs of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israel, mindful that the 
Palestinians might get con- 
cessionary prices for their 
crude oil needs from the 
oil-producing Gulf states 
and could have prices lower 
than those in the Jewish 
state, insisted on mHwfing 
a clause related to oil in an 
economic agreement it 
signed with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in April. 

The danse states that any 
difference in prices of gaso- 
line in the autonomous ter- 
ritories will not fall short by 
more than 15 per cent of 
the maximum gasoline 
price in Israel. 

The idea behind the 
danse is dean Israel does 
not want its own ofl refin- 
ing industry to suffer as a 
result of Israelis driving 
into the Palestinian terri- 
tories for their needs of 
gasoline at cheaper prices. 
“That is,” explained an 
■economist, “If, and when 
the Palestinians produce 
their own gasoline at 
cheaper prices.” 


U.S. says ex-king 
among Afghan options 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton's 
administration said Thurs- 
day that ending bloodshed 
and “ongoing anarchy” in 
Afghanistan depends on 
finding a government 
acceptable to all Afghans, 
and it could include the 
long-exiled king. 

Robin Raphel, assistant 
secretary of state for South 
Asia, made the statements 
to members of Congress, 
some have been concerned 
by war fordism, killing and 
narcotics trafficking in the 
South Asian country since 
the fall of the last Soviet- 
installed government in 
1992. 

Problems have worsened 
with intensified factional 
warfare since January, she 
said, when “things began to 
fell apart” around Kabul, 
the capital. This year has 
added new waves of re- 
fugees and 23,000 dead or 
wounded. Ms. Raphel told 
the Sub-committee on Asia 
of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee in the House of 
Representatives. 

“Unable to affect events 
directly, we support coor- 
dinated efforts by the 
U.N.” and other interna- 
tional organisations, to find 


a government “acceptable 
to all Afghans,” she said. 

“This political process 
could include the former 
king, Tahir Shah, should 
he so desire,” said Ms. 
Raphel. He occasionally 
meets with U.S. officials at 
his exile retreat near 
Rome. 

“It would appear entirely 
appropriate to ask whether 
the United States, given its 
heavy involvement in 
Afghanistan during the 
1980s, doesn’t bear a spe- 
cial moral responsibility,” 
said the sub-committee 
chairman , Gary Acker- 
man. 

The United States and 
world community ultimate- 
ly will have to pay a hi g h 
price for inattention to 
Afghanistan, Representa- 
tive Dana Rohrabacber 
warned. 

But <4 we can’t plant a 
government in Afghanis- 
tan,” said Ms. Raphel. 

“Not unless we use the 
power we have,” Mr. 
Rohrabacber retorted. 

Mr. Rohrabacher, a Re- 
publican conservative, said 
he beard that those who 
bombed the New York 
World Trade Centre in 
1992 may have links with 



Ex-king ZaUr Shah 


drug traffickers believed 
moving among Iran, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Ms. Raphel said she 
coold not discuss such mat- 
ters at a public session. 

Mr. Rohrabacber said 
King Zahir, whom he has 
met, could be “a vehicle for 
d e cent (Afghan) people 
who want to throw out the 
drug lords and terrorists to 
rally around. What other 
alternative is there?” 

Rival guerrilla factions 
destroying Kabul, led by 
Prime Minis ter Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and President 
Buihanuddin Rabbani, are 
intransigent, Ms. Raphel 
said. It is not really a gov- 
ernment, she went on, be- 
cause there is no control 
and cabinet ministers do 
not meet 


Yemen 


likely to 
redraw 


provincial 

boundaries 


SANAA (R) — Yemen’s 
provincial boundaries are 
fikely to change under re- 
forms aimed at integrating 
north and south which shook) 
strengthen the grip of Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
political and official sources 
say. 

Mr. Saleh, whose troops 
won a two-month dvil war 
against southern Yemeni 
forces on July 7, appointed 
Abdul Karim AJ Arshi to 
bead a committee to revise 
ad mini s tra tive division in a 
decree published by official 
newspaper A1 Thawra on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Arshi is a former 
member of the presidential 
council and a former minister 
of local a dministra tion. 

An official source said the 
decree “marks the real state 
towards a truly united coun- 
try and the first step towards 
local governments elected at 
all levels.” 


But one political source 
said: “The rediviaon, involv- 
ing a change of administra- 
tive boundaries, is likely to 
strengthen Saleh's grip over 
the country.” 

In Yemen’s tribal north, 
redivision coold be used to 
weaken certain tribes whose 
loyalties were in doubt, and 
in the south it could be used 
to weaken the traditional 
power bases of die former 
rating group, the Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP), he 
added. 

The two parts of Yemen 
merged in 1990, but provin- 
cial boundaries have re- 
mained unchanged since be- 
fore the 1960s, when the 
north was ruled by imam* 
(Shiite Muslim leaders) and 
toe sooth oocopied by the 
British. 


There are 12 northern and 
six southern provinces. 

Tensions over admunstra- • 
tive reform and decentralisa- 
tion were among the causes 
of friction between Mr. Saleb 
and former Vice-President 
and YSP leader Ali Saleh A1 
Beidh which led to the two- 
month civil war, the sources 
said. 

A committee was set up to 
revise provincial boundaries 
after the 1990 merger but 
foiled to accomplish its task. 


“The old committee was 
unable to introduce reforms 
because of political differ- 
ences between Saleh and 
Beidh. This is no longer the 
case now,” one source said. 

Mr. Beidh declared a 
breakaway state in the south 
shortly after war started on 
May 4, but it collapsed when 
forces loyal to Mr. Saleh cap- 
tured its capital, Aden on 
July 7. Mr. Beidh fled to 
Oman. 


Before the war, each of the 
two former parts of united 
Yemen was virtually under 
the control of its pre-merger 
ruler. 

Mr. Saleh was now im- 
plementing parts of an abor- 
tive national reconciliation 
accord be signed with Mr. 
Beidh three months before 
the war, but withut referring 
to it, one source said. 

The accord, signed in Jor- 
dan, provided for the redivi- 
sion of united Yemen into no 
more than seven provinces 
and the introduction of local 
governments. 

The source said that among 
the president’s priorities was 
making all local officials 
electable from the governor 
down. 




UNREST IN HEBRON: Israeli soldiers guard a handcuffed 
Fafestfatian youth arrested foBowing protests in Hebron on 
Friday. The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) on 


Friday the Security Council to reanthorise a U.N."] 

observer mission for Hebron, saying its mission had not j 
been c omplete d (AFP photo) 
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Turkmen 
leader to 


visit Iran 


TASHKENT (R) — The 
leader of the former Soviet 
republic of Turkmenistan, 
Saparmurat Niyazov, will 
visit neighbouring Iran next 
week to sign several coopera- 
tion agreements, an official 
Turkmen newspaper said on 
Friday. 

Turkmenskaya Iskra said 
new accords would be signed 
in Tehran but it did not spe- 
cify if these would include a 
long-awaited deal to bnfld a 
gas pipeline through Iran. 


The paper also repo rte d 
praise spoken on Thursday 
by visiting Iranian Foreign 
Mi ni ster Ali Akbar Velayati 
for Mr. Niyazov — the latest 
sign of an increasingly close 
relationship. 

“We highly appreciate the 
wisdom and politics which 
Saparmurat Turkmenbashi 
has towards his southern 
neighbour and we believe 
that our ties will be streng- 
thened and developed,” the 
newspaper quoted Mr.' 
Velayati as saying. 


“Turkmenbashi,” which 
means chief of the Turkmen, 
is the name Mr. Niyazov pre- 
fers to his real surname. He is 
due to visit Tehran next 
Tuesday. 

“In Tehran, they (Niyazov 
and Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani) are 
planning to sign some agree- 
ments,” said the newspaper, 
seen in the Uzbek capital, 
Tashkent. 


“They (Niyazov and 
Velayati) created a working 
group to prepare the docu- 
ments to be signed.” 

A senior Turkmen official 
contacted by telephone from 
Tashkent said it was probable 
that a final agreement on 
building a gas pipeline 
through Iran would be 
signed. 


The pipeline, estimated to 
cost in excess of $2 billion 
and have an annnal capacity 
of 15 billion cubic metres of 
gas, would be the first from 
the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States to cross Iran. 

Iranian Oil Minister 
Holamreza Aqazadeh said in 
Tehran on July 9 he expected 
final agreement on the project 
within a month. 

If the pipeline is agreed 
and built, it would profound- 
ly change Turkmenistan’s 
geopolitical position. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


PLO asks for extension of Hebron mission 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The Palestine liberation 
Or ganisati on (PLO) asked me Security Council to reautho- 
rise a U.N. observer missi on for the West Bank town of 
Hebron, saying its mission had not been completed. Earlier 
this week, the 116 observers left Hebron, site of the 
massacre of more than 30 worshippers at the Ibrahhni 
Mosque, after Israel refused to allow an extension of the 
mission, according to a PLO letter obtained Thursday. The 
mission of Daman, Norwegian and Italian peacekeepers 
was sent under an agreement between Israel and the PLO 
March 31 amid growing international pressure on the 
Israeli government. The letter said the situation of Hebron 
remains tense and that the mosque remains dosed, saying 
that Israel violated the spirit or the March 31 agreement 
and a U.N. resolution on the matter passed March 18. 


7 soldiers killed In clash with Kurds 


ANKARA (AFP) — The Turkish army launched a 
manhunt early Friday in eastern Turkey after suspected 
Kurdish rebels killed seven soldiers and wounded an 
eighth, the semi-official Anatolia news agency said. Troops 
were combing the bender region near Armenia and Iran 
after “separatist terrorists” toe term used by Ankara to 


designate guerrillas of the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), 
after Thursday’s attack. The guerrilla ambushed toe troops 


with machine-guns in tile AraHk region of Igdir province 
shortly before nudmght Thursday, Anatolia quoted the 
army as saying. 


Chief rabbi of Morocco dies at 88 


RABAT (AP) — Yedicfia Monsenego, the chief rabbi of 
Morocco, has died, the official Maghreb Arab Presse 
(MAP) news agency reported Friday. He was 88. Mon- 
senego, who died Thursday at home Infez of unspecified 
c au ses , was to be buried Friday in toe Jewish cemetery 
there, toe agency reported. He came from a long line of 
rabbis who settled in Morocco after Spain expelled its Jews 
in 1492. 


Eritrea, Sudan discuss bilateral ties 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Eritrean President Issaias A fc wo rki 
its with 


has held talks with Sudan e se Foreign Minister Hussein Abu 
Saleh on relations between the two countries, Eritrean 
radio reported. Mr. Afcworki and Mr. Saleh met in toe 
Eritrean town of Asmara on Thursday to discuss ongoing 
efforts to patch up relations between the two countries, 
said the broadcast. Mr. Saleh delivered, a message from 
Sudanese President Omar Hasan A1 Bashir. Eritrea has 


complained that ^guerrillas are infiltrating its southern 
borders from neighbouring Sudan, following inc u rsions 


earlier tins year. 


Former British minister to meet Qadhafr 


EDINBURGH (R) — A former British law minist er said 
on Friday he bad accepted an invitation from Libyan leader 
Colonel Muaxnmar Qadhafi to visit Tripoli and presumed 
they would talk about toe Lockerbie bombing. Britain and 
tiie United States hold Libya responsible for the bombing 
of Pan Am FKght 103 over Lockerbie in December 1988. 
They issued arrest warrants in November 1991 for two 
Libyans, Abdul Baset Ali Mohammad A1 Megrahi and A1 
Amin Kh al if a Dhimah, on charges of havin g planted the 
radio cassette bomb. Nicholas Fanbaira, a former solicitor- 
general for Scotland, said no agenda had been suggested 
for his talks with toe Libyan leader but be presumed the 
meeting was in connection with Lockerbie. “A 
came to my office saying be would like me to go there to 
see him,” be said. *Tm quite happy to do that.” 
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Thai police o 


change tack 


in Saudi case 


BANGKOK (R) Thai in; 
vesti gators believe the wifi: 
and son of a key witness in a 
case involving stolen Saudi 
gems, case may have been 
killed in an accident after all' 
and not murdered as -first 
thought, local media' 
ported on Friday. 

The Nation newspaper 
quoted investigators as saying 
a thorough investigation or 
toe car in winch Darawadi,- 
35, and Seri, 14, were- found, 
dead on Aug. 1 showed they; 
coold have been killed by the 
impact after swerving off the' 
road. .J; 

“] believe it was an acci- 
dent,” commander of the sci- 
entific crime detection dhcK . 
oon Saklert Kannasut w$s' ( 
quoted as saying. ’v: 

Police were not availably 
for comment on the report • 

Police originally said the; 
two,' the wife and son of gems ; 
trader Sand Srithanakhaa,i 
were murdered and the car- 
was crashed to make it IoqSI* 
fike an accident. 

Mir. Sand was arrested og- 
charges of having bought; 
some of tiie $20 million worth; 
of jewellery stolen by a TteL 
worker from a palace & 
Riyadh in 1990. i-l . 

Thai police caught the: 
thief, returned the gems and- 
dosed the case. Bnt Riyadh! 
demanded it be reopened af-' 
ter discovering 75 per cent of; 
tiie returned jewellery war 
fake. 

Mr. Santi .turned state wit-; 
ness; leading to toe arrest of; 
at least seven- people indnd-- 
ing three- policemen on: 
charges' of embezzling.; 
Dozens of senior police offi-- . 
cials. now face further!- 


The local media has re-; 
ported that police sources- 
suspect toe senior officials: 
cored have been involved in; 
toe mysterious deaths. - 
Interior Minister Chavalit; 
Yongchmyutfh has said it was' 
impossible the two were k2-: 
led in an accident. „ ; 

Meanwhile, Thai police; 
have told toe Interior Minis-; 
try they think two Saudi offi-1 
cials sent to Thailand to re-; ' 
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trieve the jewellery may also: 
have been involved in the 


scam, according to ministry- 
officials. 


The ministry is reviewing a. A 
police request for toeir 
tradition. 
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ll will be hot with winds north- 
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MiniMax. temp. 

Amman 21/35 
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[he Hashemite Book chronicles 
[evelopment of Armed Forces 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 1994 3 


• gMMAN (Petra) — His 
Highness Crown 
{toe Bassan Tlmrsday pre- 
dated Hit Majesty King 
Mein with a copy of The 
jtohemitc Book, which 
die achievements 
jjfae Hashemite family over 

- *c past decades. 

Presented to the King on 

Ag 42 nd anniversary of his 

Sprif«inn to the throne, the 
jjoofc contains chapters dedi- 
qiwf to the development of 
£c Armed Forces. 
^ogHnssehi, in a message 
(2 die Grown Prince, paid 
. to his efforts and 
> fgfcnwil and political actrvi- 
■ wfiis. -- 

J take deep pride in all the 

jaWdea yon undertake on 
behalf, all the frtdtful 
i&ntacts and meetings held 

- ritb oar dear Jordanian com- 
? gwmity T the historic response 
~ gfity yon shoulder towards 

Ae fulfilment of national 
idoevements and your de- 
face of rights, fieelom and 
r&ux through your lectures, 
t.' research and writings,” said 


the King 

“I have reviewed with de- 
light the different chapters in 
The Hashemite Book which 
rela te the Hashemite family’s 
achievements over the years, 
and noted particularly those 
chapters in which you dim^s 
religions legitimacy and the 
Hashenritcs, as well as the 
Hashemites and Jerusalem 
and the concept of the reli- 
gions and divine sovereignty 
over the holy places, the 
establishment of an interna- 
tional 7.«Var organisation, 
protection of the rights of the 
monotheistic religions, the 
Christian-Islamic interfaith 
dialogue, the comprehensive 
history of Jordan and most 
importantly, the Armed 
Forces and mar defence of 
the homeland since the 
foundation of the Kingdom,” 
said King Hussein in his mes- 
sage. 

The Hashemite Book con- 
tains ideas, concepts and 
facts worthy of reaching all 
citizens in the Kingdom as 
they provide a rich substance 


for researchers and scholars 
who can build on them, 
added King Hussein. 

Concepts contained in The 
Hashemite Book should be 
implanted in the minds and 
hearts of the coming genera- 
tions as they provide the pure 
facts about the c ountr y and 
its leadership over the years, 
said the King. 

Entrusting the Crown 
Prince with the task of super- 
vising the implementation of 
ideas contained in The 
Hashemite Book, King Hus- 
sein said that these chapters 
should be translated into 
practice with the help of ex- 
perts, scholars, committe es 
and institutions, paying par- 
ticular attention to reorganis- 
ing die domestic front so that 
the country’s young can fol- 
low in the footsteps of their 
ancestors. 

The King said he fully sup- 
ported tile work of the Crown 
Prince in further upholding 
rights and justice and in serv- 
ing the higher national in- 
.terests. 


Ma’an citizens greet Crown Prince 
with tumultuous welcome, celebrations 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan Friday was 
given a tumultuous welcome 
by citizens of Ma’an where he 
performed Friday prayers 
and attended a celebration of 
the 42nd anniversary of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
accession to the throne. 

Prince Hassan joined hun- 
dreds of worshippers at 
Ma’an Grand Mosque for 
prayers and listened to the 
Friday sermon in which the 
preacher underscored the im- 
portance of safeguarding 
national unity and warned 
those attempting to tamper 
with it. 

The preacher talked about 
the relationship tying the 
Hashemite family to the holy 
city of Jerusalem and the 
sacrifices they offered in pro- 
tecting it. 

After prayers, Ma’an 
citizens gathered around 
Prince Hassan chanting slo- 
gans welcoming him 

They also pledged to stand 
united behind the King’s 
leadership. 

The Crown Prince then 
moved through the crowds to 
the she of the celebration. 

Several speeches were deli- 
vered voicing pride in King 
Hussein’s leadership and ex- 
pressing support for his his- 
toric role in the Middle East. 

Prince Hassan delivered an 
address in which he reminded 
the audience of the important 
status of Ma’an as the first 
capital of King Abdullah Ben 
A1 Hussein. 

The Crown Prince also' 
oommended Ma’an city, de- 
scribing it as a place of 
genius, neighbouring the 


(dace where the Abbasid re- 
volution set out from 
Humeima, where the late 
King Abdullah Ben AI Hus- 
sein settled, and where all the 
free Arabs of Bilad Ai Sham 
(Greater Syria) had flocked 
to express support for him. 

“We, on this holy land, are 
honoured to shoulder the re- 
sponsibility although this re- 
sponsibility and trust is 
great,” said the Crown 

He said King Hussein’s key 
role in unifying ranks in Jor- 
dan gives Him the impetus to 
persevere in these difficult 
rimes “which are full of chal- 
lenges.’’ 

He said the current stage 
was not a move from war to 
peace inasmuch as it is a 
transition from the no-war, 
no-peace situation towards 
“war against everything that 
is abnormal in our Lives,” as 
His Majesty has said. 

The Crown Prince said the 
decade between 1995 and 
2005 for Jordan is a decade of 
work and construction. Thus, 
added Prince Hassan, Jordan 
has a grave responsibility in 
planning the future of this 
region and this “dear part of 
the great Jordanian home- 
land.” 

The Crown Prince said 
“thinking requires a tax... 
and as His Majesty has said, 
those shouldering responsibi- 
lities have to pay a tax every 
time the sun rises. The tax erf 
faith and belonging to this 
dear homeland is an honour 
for all of ns, and with this tax 
we are destined to work, 
work and work towards a 
better futnre.” 


Clear strategy for regional interaction 
is necessary, says Crown Prince 


AMMAN (Pena) — It is 
necessary to ensure the in- 
teraction of the southern re- 
gion with the other regions of 
die Kingdom within a clear 
strategy. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan said. 

Addressing a ceremony 

of the ^Sou th e^^Mibrary 
Army rv»mmgnH Headquar- 
ters to honour personnel and 
organisations that contri- 
buted to the opening of the 
border crossing between Jor- 
dan and Israel in the south 
last Monday, the Prince 
added that more action 
rather than words and 
speeches were needed to 
deepen the concept of “field 
work.” 

The political wQl exists to 
introduce changes for the 
better, and in the south, work 
should begin by activating the 
Aqaba harbour, improving 
the environment and protect- 
ing the sea and beaches fr o m 
pollution, said Prince Has- 
san. 

Referring to plans to estab- 
lish a free zone in Aqaba and 
industrial zones near the har- 
bour and the airport, the 
Crown Prince said such plans 
should be conducted in 
stages, with careful consid- 
eration to tivil works and 
infrastructiire including water 
and electricity. 

He said that only when 
well-prepared plans are final- 
ised can Jordan request addi- 
tional assistance and loans 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Thursday 
addressing a ceremony to honour those who partici- 
pated in technical preparations to open the Jerdan- 
IsraeJ border between Aqaba and EfisL 


from international sources, to 
finance these schemes. 

Referring to the peace pro- 
cess, the Crown Prince said 
that there can be no peace in 
the absence of balanced and 
integrated opportunities for 
the local population and so- 
cial justice. This balance, he 
said, will be achieved through 
the country's intrinsic capabi- 
lities. 


Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Abdul Razzak 
Ensour also addressed the 
ceremony and paid tribute to 
the engineers and workers 
who have carried out the 
Aqaba-Eilat border crowing 
project. 

Prince Hassan later distri- 
buted mementos to personnel 
and institutions which took 
part in the border opening. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Premier opens Rawdah tunnel 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Satan MajaH opened AI Rawdah Traffic 
Tunnel on the Un iv ers i ty of Jordan Road, as 
part of Jordan’s celebrations of the 42nd 
Mtriversary of His Majesty King Hussein’s 
ucesskm to the throne. Dr. Majah lauded the 

efforts of the Greater Amman Municipality to 

implement fWs project in record time. It took 
tte municipality two months to complete the 
construction of the 400-metrc-long tunnel, 
tfhfch cost JD 600,000. Attending the tunnel 

opening ceremony Thursday were senior gov- 
ernment officials. Also marking the .national 
cefebiations. Minister of Post and Com- 
munication Hashem D abbas laid the founda- 
tion stone of the 4th earth satellite station in 
Baqaa and the telecommunications com- 
pound budding in Tla* AI Ali in the western 
outskirts of Amman. The 4th satellite station 
'wiD replace the one linked with the satellites 
over the Indian Ocean. The new station will 
■dfee advanced digital technology, thus reduc- 
ing the amounts of money paid in the form of 
tanuri subscriptions for using advanced digit- 
al systems. 


Ministry denies cutting 
subsidies 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Supply Ministry 
Friday dismis sed as baseless the news carried 
by some local newspapers that the ministry 
plans to eKmfnate the food subsidies on baric 
food items by the end of August. The ministry 
subsidises such items as bread, rice, sugar and 
powder milk. A ministry spokesperson said 
that while ministry regrets the circulation of 
such groundless news, itwonld like to reiter- 
ate that the ministry’s budget for the current 
year included certain allocations for food 
subsidies. The sources added that rumours 
aboutreduring the number of beneficiaries to 
a minimum are untrue, adding - that- the 
ministry seeks to channel support to the 
eligible beneficiaries. He said the ministry wQl 
distribute food coupons for 1995 in October. 
The source explained the procedure followed 
in purchasing baric food items, saying that 
such items are bought in accordance with 
specifications stated in the tender invitations. 
When referring tenders to lowest bidders, the 
ministry takes into consideration quality and 
price, the source said. 


Phone lines clog to occupied territories 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Phone tines 
between Jordan and the 
occupied territories — 
through an Israeli switch- 
board — remained dogged 
with thousands of calls on 
Friday, four days after' the 
Kingdom and Israel 
opened direct phone lines 
between them. 

Callers trying to reach 
relatives in the West Bank 
and Israel itself reported 
several hours persistent 
trying before getting 
through. 

“It took me more than 48 
bouts before I could reach our 
mission in Tel Aviv,” said a 
European diplomat. 
“Obviously, h has been tike 


the opening of floodgates; it 
wiD take some time before the 
traffic slows down.”. 

Telecommunication Cor- 
poration (TCC) officials would 
only say that tbc number of 
titles available between Jordan 
and Israel were limited. 

No statistics were available 
on tbe number of calls made 
from Jordan to the occupied 
territories or Israel since the 
tines went operational on Aug. 
7 as part of confidence- 
buOding measures stipulated in 
the Washington Declaration 
signed by Ins Majesty King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
July 25. 

Israel’s Berek telecom- 
munications company reported 
that 25,000 calls were made to 
Jordan from Israel between 
Sunday and Wednesday. 

Prior to tbe opening of the 


lines, calls between Jordan and 
tbe occupied territories were 
made through costly third par- 
ty connections in Cyprus. 
Europe and tbe United States. 

Tbe Jerusalem Post reported 
on Thursday that Berek Direc- 
tor General Yitzhak Kaul had 
sent a fax message to TCC 
Director General Ahmad 
Nawawi propos i ng a meeting 
in Jordan or Israel to discuss 
communications links and 
additional services. No com- 
ment was available in Amman 
on how Mr. Nawawi re- 
sponded to the suggestion. 

Tbc TCC has set a call rate 
of JD 12. per minute to Israel 
and the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. The lower rate 
available to all other destina- 
tions between 10 p.m. to 8 a_m 
is not applicable to calls made 
to Israel. 

Israeli Finance Minister 


Avraham S ho hat and Com- 
munications Minister Shulamit 
Aloni on Wednesday signed 
regulations setting rates for 
direct and operator-assisted 
calls to Jordan from Israel. A 
peak-hour (8 a.m. to 10 p.m.) 
calls will cost three shekels 
(around 850 fils) per minute 
and 2.4 shekels (680 fils) at 
other tunes. The rates have io 
be approved by the Israeli 
Knesset. 

The rates could be reduced 
as and when Jordanian and 
Israeli telecommunication net- 
works are licked as pan of a 
regional fibre-optic cable net- 
work that would include 
Egypt, Syria and Lebanon. 

The European Union is 
partly financing the project, 
which would take several years 
to be completed. 

The Jerusalem Post also re- 
ported Thursday that it had 


called Jordan Television (JTV) 
with a request for a schedule of 
the programmes of the English 
Channel on a regular basis sc 
that it could cam- them. At 
present ihe Jerusalem Post car- 
ried JTV English programme 
schedules but with a notation 
— "unofficial.” 

"The new spirit of coopera- 
tion between Jordan and Israel 
has not passed by the Jeru- 
salem Post.” said the right- 
wing newspaper. 

Abbas Arn'aut. head of 
JTV s scheduling department, 
confirmed that he had received 
the call mid that he was study- 
ing “what 1 can do" to meet 
the Post request. 

He said be had asked the 
Post to call again on Sunday to 
make arrangements for the 
regular mailing or faxing ol 
JTV programmes to the jicws- 
paper. 



Abequa children under King’s care pending decision 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


£ Concert fay vocalists Raid Rabadi, and 
' Oanr AMiJat at the main theatre at 
2L-M. 

fr ft— n i HHnI “He Abounding Natural 
Resources in Jordan** with the partidpa- 
tioa of Mr. Jrebat and Dr. Zddnm 

AI Mshdsen at the festival site at 1&30. 

* Poetry recital by Jordanian poet Stdefanan 
*Wdta and Lebanese poet ‘faaffl AbdnBah 

’■ of Lebanon at the festival site at 1930. 

fr ExUbttioo of Jordanian scripts, docu- 
Meats, and books. 

% Abstract art paintings exhibition by Safwa 

- Amato, Darya Zetzffa, Nonna Hatter, 


and IBm Tu’ineh. 

☆ jftfMMHon on the city of Sait. 

fr Caricature dra w in gs exhibition by Imad 
ffijjd, Mahmoud, and Khakkxm 

Gharafheh. 

fr Exhibition of handicrafts. 

■ir agricultural exhibition 

(held for the first time with the participa- 
tion of tiie private and pubic sectors). 

EXHIBITIONS 

fr Ex hi bition of ofl pain ti ngs by Princes 
Wfidan AH at the Bakja’ Art GaBery hi 
Fuheis (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.) (TeL 
720677). 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two children in 
the midst of a custody dispute 
between tbe families of their 
mother and father have been 
placed under the care of His 
Majesty King Hussein pend- 
ing an outcome of the settle- 
ment of tee dispute. 

Family members and their 
lawyers said Lisa, 6, and 
Sami, 3, children of Moham- 
mad Abequa and Nihal Abe- 
qua, were handed over to 
Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker on Thurs- 
day. 

Tbe children would continue 
to be with their grandmother 
from their father’s side under the 
care of the King, but away from 


the Abequa family residence un- 
til an Islamic Sharia court rules 
on their custody or an out-of- 
court settlement is reached, they* 
said. 

The grandmother, Sameh, 
accompanied the children to the 
Royal Court, where they were 
banded over to Sharif Zeid, 
Saleh Moghrabi, a lawyer repre- 
senting die Abequas, said. 

In die meantime, the Abequa 
family has received assurances 
that the children would not be 
handed over to tbe family of 
their mother, family members 
and their lawyer said. 

Moha m mad Abequa, 46, a 
naturalised U.S. citizen of Jorda- 
nian origin • remains in a Jorda- 
nian prison facing charges of 
first-degree murder and kidnap- 

. Abequa has confessed to 
interrogators and journalists of 
kflling nis wife, Nihal, 40. in her 


New Jersey apartment on July 4 
in a dispute over raising Lisa and 
Sami and fleeing to Jordan with 
tbe two children. He was 
arrested on July 20. 

The U.S. A mba ss a dor to Jor- 
dan, Wesley Egan, has said that 
he would continue to press the 
Jordanian government for Mr. 
Abequa’s extraditiotVexpulsioo/ 
deportation despite tbe absence 
of an extradition treaty between 
Amman and Washington. 

But. by virtue of his Jordanian 
n atio n ali ty, which be did not give 
up while assuming American 
citizenship, Mr. Abequa wiD be 
tried in a Jordanian court, offi- 
cials say. 

Mr. Egan has also said that if a 
trial in Jordan became the inevit- 
able course, then U.S. law en- 
forcement agencies would make 
available all evidence to the 
court to prove tbe charges. 

Reports from New Jersey sug- 


gested that state prosecutors 
might travel to Amman to attend 
the trial and assist Jordanian 
prosecutors in the murder and 
kidnap case, which is handled 
separately from the child custody 
case. 

Laying claim to die custody of 
the children on the basis of a 
ruling made by a New Jersey 
court are Nihal Abequa’s mother 
Mereyem Gussal and sister 
Nesime Dokur. 

Ms. Dokur arrived here Aug. 
1 accompanied by her lawyers as 
a guest of the King following an 
appeal from New Jersey lawmak- 
ers. She has appointed two local 
lawyers on behalf of her mother . 
but the case has not reached 
court yet. 

Under Islamic Sharia law, 
which governs most cases related 
to marriages, divorces, inheri- 
tance and child costody in Jor- 


dan, Ms. Gussal has priority io 
gain custody of her daughter’s 
children. The Abequas have 
affirmed that they would respect 
the Sharia court’s decision. 

The Abequa family is Circas- 
sian. The family of Nihal Abequa 
is half-Circassian, half Turkish. 

Ambassador Egan and lawyers 
have said that an om-of-couri 
settlement was possible. No de- 
velopment in this regard has 
been reported. 

Mr. Mughrabi. the Abequa ’s 
lawyer, was quoted as saying that 
the authorities hove assured the 
family that the children would 
not be handed over to their 
mother's family without a court 
verdict. 

"We are sure that His Majesty 
will treat their children as his 
own and decide accordingly," 
Mr. Mughrabi was quoted as 
saying by the Associated Prcis. 


; U.S.: Israel-Syria talks in 
^bargaining phase 


(Continued from page 1) 


Israel 

li- ’ Damascus would also 
apee to the presence of a 
£ y*S. peacekeeping force or 
'■? international observers. 

• According to tee Israeli 
- media, Syria has also deman- 
■' Jd; a total Israeli withdrawal 
from southern Lebanon in- 
sisting on U.S. and Israeli 
« . recognition of the role Syria 
P&ys in flic country. 

' Syria is the main foreign 
.y. Power broker in Lebanon, 
£ Where it main tains 30,000 
troops. 

£ Syrian Foreign Minister 

•v* F&onk AI Sharaa has de- 
>!'. scribed the latest talks with 
Mr. Christopher as “serious 
'•(i, and constructive” but said 
-,«* there had been “no real prog- 
?! ress.” . 

:Ji U.S. officials in Washingoo 

teHey e tbe regular peace 
.t tenttie is reaping dividends 
’ < | *od although neither Israel or 
Ilf Syria is happy with the prop- 
vj os»k put forward by the 
0 other, they have entered a 
£.} period of bargaining. 

I? i • For Washington the prog- 
> ress achieved so far would 


justify a monthly visit by Mr. 
Christopher to the region. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said on Friday he 
resperted tee American posi- 
tion in peace moves with 
Syria that it was not Washing- 
ton’s role to pot forward 
compromise proposals. 

Mr. Rabin, facing attacks 
from the right-wing opposi- 
tion over Israel's stand on tee 
Golan Heights, said in re- 
marks broadcast on Israel’s 
army radio: 

*T very much respect the 
American position that 
understands that their role is 
not to bring bridging or com- 
promise proposals.” 

He added: “I see no reason 
for America to change tee 
manner of handling (tbe 
situation). It has worked well 
until today ... and it has to 
continue that way in the fu- 
ture.” . 

Reports that Mr. Christ- 
opher had taken a comprom- 
ise proposal to Damascus to 
move the Israel-Syria talks 
have created a furore in tee 
Jewish statfe. 


One no-show, one flawless show 


By Angham Tanumi 

Special to tbc Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Wednesday 
night’s Fuheis audience was 
upset and furious when Ira- 
qi anger Haitham Yousef 
failed to appear as InQed on 
the programme. Most of 
them bought tickets just to 
see him. 

Instead Sina’, another 
contemporary Iraqi anger, 
whose name was sot posted 
by the Fuheis administra- 
tive body although she was 
invited to ring, was there 
alongside with Syrian sin- 
ger Jihad AI Ameer, whose 
name did appear on the 
billing. 

A member of the Fuhris 
Festival administration said 
that Haitham Yousef 
phoned from Iraq a few 
hours before the show 
saying that the Baghdad 
government prevented him 
from tearing the country. 
Other administrators said 
that he bad another prog- 
ramme in the U.S. at tee 
same time. 

Regardless of tbe ex- 
planations some of the au- 
dience asked for refunds. 


Stas’ is no less a singer, 
and maybe even better 
than Haitham Yousef re- 
garding voice purity and 
quality. She was once de- 
scribed as “the fixture Urn- 
Kulteoum of Iraq.” But, 
she is a very shy young 
woman. 

Wednesday night, Sina’ 
was criticised for tee way 
she stood on stage. She 
kept rocking from side to 
ride as if she had stage 
fright. 

But in fact, she was as 
confident as any other pro- 
fessional artist; tee prob- 
lem is actually much more 
serious. 

Although only 21-years- 
old, Sina’ suffers from 
heart disease. Doctors have 
forbidden her to stand for 
more than an boor, prac- 
tice any athletics, and wear 
high-healed shoes. 

So, on Wednesday she 
was barely standing, she 
said. She was actually suf- 
fering to entertain her audi- 
ence. 

At 12, she went first place 
in a singing competition 


held on Iraq T.V., but be- 
cause of ber condition, she 
was forced to quit smgmg. 
She later appeared in 1990, 
when she once again won 
the first place in another 
competition. 

Hearing Sina’s voice, tee 
renowned Iraqi composer 
Taleb Qaraghulli was asto- 
nished. “He wrote some 
notes for me to sing, and I 
did,” Sina’ told tee Jordan 
Times. 

Kadhum AI Saher, -a 
famous Iraqi ringer and 
composer in the Arab 
World, liked her type of 
voice and invited her to 
sing some of his composi- 
tions. “It was a quite suc- 
cessful cooperation for 
me,” said Sina’. 

Her style was welcomed 
in her country. She sang 
folkloric pieces accompa- 
nied by modern instru- 
ments and a quick rhythm. 
Her music and her per- 
formance had a new and 
different taste. 

Adel Hashimi, an Iraqi 
music critic known to disect 
and thoroughly critique a 


performance, wrote of 
Sina’, “she sings with all 


her senses, as if firing the 
song’s story at the time of 
performing. 

“She has the highest 
range of Iraqi women 
vocalists. She does not 
need to rehearse, because 
ber voice is created prac- 
ticed. In fact, it is flaw- 
less,” said Mr. Hashimi. 

“I have been offered 
several compositions by 
Yemeni, Syrian and other 
Arab composers recently. I 
am working hard to drive 
my name to the front 
pages,” said Sina'. 

In 1994, she won 10th. 
place in a Monte Carlo 
competition, then first 
place again in another com- 
petition in which many n? 
nowned Egyptian, 
Lebanese, Syrian and Iraqi 
vocalists participated. 

For the time being, she 
said, “I am planning to join 
the Academy of Fine Aits 
in Baghdad for the next 
semester to study piano 
and oud.” 









J * Jf 


K 

JL 


i/t 

tn 

*8 

IP 


fe 

& 


In 


U 


:yi 

fci 


e / 

al 


A 

vz 

T'5 

tb 

• 2*1 

3n 

sei 


World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 19M 



3I.N. force: Lifting Bosnian 


arms embargo spells disaster 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
:'.od Nations in Sarajevo said 
Friday it would be difficult 
for U.N. peacekeepers to re- 
mnrn in Bosnia 5f the arms 
embargo on the Muslim-led 
government were lifted. 

The U.N. was reacting to 
news from Washington that 
the embargo might be scrap- 
ped if Bosnian Serbs failed to 
accept a major powers' peace 
plan. 

“If the U.S. goes ahead, it 
is difficult to see circumst- 
ances in which the U.N. 
peacekeepers could remain 
<in Bosnia),” spokesman 
N'krhael Williams told Reu- 


ters in Zagreb. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
promised to 3 sk the United 
Nations to lift the Bosnian 


arms embargo by the end of 
October unless the Serbs 
accept the peace plan they 
rejected last week. 

The Senate took a hot-and- 
cold position by approving 
two bills: One urging Mr. 
Ginton to ask the United 
Nations to lift the embargo 
and the other to simply order 
the president to unilaterally 
lift it by Nov. 15 to arm the 
Muslims. 

The embargo hinders the 
lightly armed but numerous 
Bosnian army forces more 
than the well-armed Serbs 
and its removal has long been 
supported by many U.S. 
politicians. 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
repeatedly rejected interna- 
tional and Serbian govern- 


ment pressure to accept a 
last-ditch peace plan drawn 
up by the United States, 
European Union and Russia 
to divide Bosnia into two 
almost equal parts. 

The U.N. peacekeepers in 
Sarajevo said lifting the arms 
embargo spelled disaster for 
Muslims ringed by rebel 
Serbs unless the world re- 
verses its refusal to intervene 
militarily on the ground. 

They warn that U.N. aid 
deliveries to two milli on peo- 
ple would cease, peacekeep- 
ing troops would leave and 
Serbs could overrun U.N.- 
mandated Muslim “safe 
havens” before Bosnia's gov- 
ernment army could obtain 
weapons needed to defend 
them. 


Extracting 18,000 U.N. 
Protection Force soldiers 
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Aa 11 -year -old Bosnian girl lies deed on a 
rtretefocr in the raorgee at Sony' »®’s K*r:-evo 


Hospital after s he was shm by a sniper 
an anti-aircraft canon. (AFP photo) 


from exposed enclaves could 
be messy as Serbs might try 
to seize some as human 
shields to deter NATO action 
and terrified Muslim inhabi- 
tants could block the eva- 
cuation of others. 

In one more bid to per- 
suade the recalcitrant Serbs 
to opt for peace, U.N. 
mediator Thorvald Stolten- 
berg will visit Belgrade, 
which has backed the major 
powers' peace deal, and Bos- 
nian Serb stronghold of Pale 
this weekend, the U.N. said. 

U.N. efforts to feed the 
city suffered another blow 
when gunfire hit cargo air- 
craft, forcing the suspension 
of the relief airlift that had 
restarted only two days pre- 
viously. 

Residents scattered as Bos- 
nian Serb snipers targeted the 
city centre and a hospital said 
an 11 -year-old girl was 
apparently killed by a 12.7 
mm madnnegun round which 
richocheted off a building. 

“This is a large calibre 
weapon in violation of the 
NATO ultimatum. We think 
the shot came from the Bos- 
nian Serb side,” UNPRO- 
FOR spokesman in Sarajevo 
Major Rob Annmk told Reu- 
ters. 

In another serious breach 
of the weapons exclusion 
zone, a mortar round was 
reported to have struck near 
the hospital but caused no 
casualties. 

The worsening military 
situation came as the Bosnian 



French UNPROFOR n u ri aa w search for 
Serb positions on a taffl overiookfeg Sarajevo 
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ami 11-year-old girl was stain by a sapper 
> an anti-akcraft canon. (AFP photo) 


government agreed to a U.N. 
proposal to demilitarise a 20 
kilometres zone in and 
around Sarajevo, replacing 
soldiers with policemen 
armed only with pistols. 

The measure, which milit- 
ary analysts doubt will -suc- 
ceed, has not yet been agreed 
by the Bosnian Serbs, who 
still lay siege to the capital. 

U.N. Commander 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose and UNPRO- 
FOR chief of dvil affairs 
Victor Andreev are due to 
meet Serb leaders Friday. 

“It’s a hi gh -level meeting 
in Pale on a number of issues 
— reopening Sarajevo’s ac- 
cess routes, releasing de- 
tainees and a possible demili- 
tarisation of Sarajevo,” UN- 
PROFOR spokeswoman 
Claire Grimes told Reuters. 

Bosnian Serb forces 
reacted to Western pressure 
to agree to peace by shutting 


land supply routes to 
Sarajevo two weeks ago. 

Outside the city, the Bos- 
nian Serb and Muslim-led 
Bosnian armies were re- 
ported pouring troops into a 
battle zone where the U.N. 
has threatened air strikes to 
end the fighting. 

A U.N. spokesman said 
about 2,000 to 3,000 Bosnian 
government soldiers had 
been seen bound for the con- 
frontation area to the west of 
Sarajevo. 

“We also see the BSA 
(Bosnian Serb Army) in- 
creasing their troop numbers 
in the area, between Sarajevo 
and Visoko. whether it’s for 
an attack or defence it’s im- 
possible to answer.” 

Bosnian Serb forces have 
again stolen heavy weapons 
from a U.N. collection point, 
U.N. officials said Friday. 

U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) spokesman 


Major Dacre Holloway said 
the Serbs took a 105 mm gun 
and ammunition from a col- 
lection point at Krivojlavd, 
northwest of Sarajevo, and 
switched it with a 76mm gun. 

Troops from UNPRO- 

FOR’s Ukrainian contingent 
discovered the trick and reco- 
vered the larger gun after 
several hours of negotiations, 
he said. 


But the Serbs then took 
back the 76mm weapon and 
refused to give ft up, even 
though if contravened the 
U.N.-declared 20-kilometre 
( 12 -mile) heavy weapons ex- 
clusion zone around 
Sarajevo. 


Last Friday NATO jets 
destroyed a Serb anti-tank 
gun after the Serbs stole five 
heavy weapons from another 
U.N. collection point. They 
subsequently returned the 
arms. 



groups 

want Nasrm home for trial 


DKAK.i (R> - Radical 

Muslim groups demanded 
Friday that fee Bangladesh 
government bring feminist 
writer Tns'im Nasrin back 
from her Swedish sanctuary 
and vowed to continue their 
street protests calling for her 
death. 

“I ask the government to 
»:ur.ediately bring her home 
and punish her for commit- 
ting an unforgivable crime 
against Islam and its follow- 
ers,” said Moulana Matiur 
Rahr.ia.i Nizami, deputy 
chief the Jamect-H-Islami 
Party. 

his. Nasrin, 32. arrived 
secretly in Stockholm Tues- 
day from Bangladesh, escap- 
ing death threats which had 
forced the physidan-tumed- 
author into hiding for two 
months. 

She briefly emerged from 
hiding last week to be present 
in a' Dhaka court when 
granted bail on charges of 
hurting Muslim religious feel- 
ings. 

“The government had con- 
spired to let her go, and it’s 
the responsibility of the gov- 
ernment to ensure her return 
to face the charges against 
her," Nazami said in a state- 
ment 

“if anyone had thought 
that vc shall go off the streets 
and re*,t after the minted 


.npertate) Nasrin fled away, 
he is Irving in a fool’s para- 
dise,” said one leader of the 
Islamic United Action Com- 
mittee. 

“There can be no let-up in 
die campaign until and unless 
the agent of Satan is approp- 
riately punished,” the Islamic 
United Action Committee 
leader told Reuters. 

“If she continues to use her 
vulgar tongue and pen 
against Islam while in free- 
dom, the government of 
Bangladesh will have to bear 
the responsibility for it," he 
said. 

Nearly 500 Muslims from 
two small militant organisa- 
tions demonstrated following 
noon prayers in Dhaka Fri- 
day, calling nor Ms. Nasrin to 
be hanged. 

Witnesses said the protes- 
ters paraded through the 
streets near Dhaka’s BaituI 
Mokarram Mosque and dis- 
persed peacefully shortly 
afterwards'. 

Police continued Friday a 
tight watch on the Swedish 
embassy and diplomatic mis- 
sions of other countries that 
supported Ms. Nasrin. who 
went into hiding in Sweden 
immediately after arrival, 
saying she wanted to rest and 
work. 

The Bangladesh govern- 
ment has said there was no 


legal restriction on her leav- 
ing the country under her bail 
conditions. 

Ms. Nasrin had been in 
hiding since June 4 after the 
government ordered her 
arrest for insulting Muslim 
religious feelings by telling 
Mia’s Statesman newspaper 
that Islam's holy Book, The 
Koran, should be “revised 
thoroughly." 

Ms. Nasrin later said she 
was misquoted but the news- 
paper stood by its report 

Information Minister Naz- 
mul Huda said in comments 
reported in the Inquilab 
newspaper Friday that a case 
against Ms. Nasrin on 
charges of hurting Islamic 
feelings was still pending at a 
Dhaka magistrate's court. 

“(But) if someone does not 
appear in court personally, 
then the defence may not be 
as strong. In that case she 
may be convicted,” he was 
quoted as saying. 

“Once convicted, she will 
probably have to go straight 
into custody when she re- 
turns,'' he said. 

Mr. Huda said some fun- 
damentalist groups were 
trying to gain politically from 
the Nasrin controversy. “The 
government will take all mea- 
sures, by using its own 
mechanism, to control the 
situation,” he said. 


S. Korea braces for showdown with radicals 


SFOr*. ! \FP) - -Thousands 
of South Korean riot police 
Friday braced for a show- 
down with radical students 
intent on staging a North- 
Kore-m initiated rally to 
mark the liberation of the 
peninsula from Jnpenese col- 


Nerth Korea has offered to 
send 10 delegates to Seoul 
through the truce village of 
Panmunjom Sunday. South 
Korea has rejected the offer, 
accusing Pyongyang of fan- 
ning unrest here. 

Aug. 15 is celebrated both 
in North and South Korea as 


Pyongyang slammed Seoul 
for blocking the rally “in an 
unpardonable challenge to 
ihe ardent desire of the whole 
nation," warning the crack- 
down would only aggravate 
irfter-Korean division and 
tenfrontation. 


“The situation of the Ko- 
..m pcnurrala is becoming 
all the more acute with each 
70 ssing day due to the anti- 
communist hysterics of the 
South Korean rulers,” Pyon- 
gyang said through its mouth- 
piece", the Korean Central 
News Agencv. 


“Liberation Day." marking 
the end of Japan's colonial 
rule of the peninsula from 
1910 to 1945. 

In Seoul, riot police sealed 
off Hongik University by bar- 
ricading the school's gates 
with garbage trucks after 
some 1 ,000 radicals from pro- 
vincial schools gathered there 
overnight to prepare for the 
rally. 


Groups of radicals with 
rocks, steel pipes and other 

ammunition guarded the 

school’s strategic points 
against possible police raids. 


shouting anti-government 
slogans. 

In southern Seoul, another 
600 students staged a rally at 
Seoul National University, 
denouncing the government's 
crackdown on “peaceful" 
pro-unification gatherings. 

In the southern city of 
Kwangju about 300 students 
scuffled with riot police while 
trying to move out of Cbon- 
nam University campus to 
the city's main railway sta- 
tion, Yonhap News Agency 
said. 

The radicals have called 
the “pan-national” rally from 
Saturday through Monday to 
coincide with similar gather- 
ings m Pyongyang to promote 
unification of the divided 
peninsula. 

The Seoul government, as 
in past years, has banned the 
gathering as a pro-North Ko- 
rean action. 


Cambodia team to seek hostages’ release 


PHNOM FENH (R) — The 
O-rabodian army has sent a 
‘cam of intelligence officers 
:o supervise negotiations with 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
holding three Western tour- 
ists as hostages, a senior staff 
officer said Friday. 

"We’ve sent our officers to 
that place — officers from the 
L-teliigi uce bureau,” he said. 
' These negotiations must be 
conducted vexy secretly." 

The officer,' based at De- 
fence Ministry headquarters, 
said the Khmer Rouge had 
made no threats to kill the 
hostages er.d needed them 
for protection. 


Mark Slater, 28, from Bri- 
tain, Jean-Michcl Braquet, 
28, from France, and David 
Wilson, 29. an Australian, 
were taken hostage on July 
26 after their Kam pot-bound 
train was ambushed by 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas. 

Thiiteer people were kil- 
led in the attack, the eighth 
train ambush or. the Kampot 
line in southern Cambodia 
since 1993. The Khmer 
Rouge still hold 16 people, 
including ti» three Wester- 
ners, three ethnic Viet- 
namese and 1C Cambodians. 

The captives are being held 
at a base called Vine Moun- 


tain, about 150 kilometres 
south of Phnom Penh. The 
guerrillas are demanding 
546,000 for each of the three 
Westerners. 

The army has been encirc- 
ling the camp where the three 
are held, raising fears among 
Western diplomats for their 
safety. But a minister said 
Thursday the government 
had agreed to negotiate with 
the rebels about payment of a 
ransom. 

Khmer friends and rela- 
tives of the hostages and cap. 
tors would be used as go- 
betweens in the negotiations, 
the officer said. 


Police chiefs bid to cut Ulster patrols sparks anger 


LONDON (AFP) — Protes- 
tant Unionists have reacted 
angrily to a suggestion by 
Northern Ireland's police 
chief that army patrols in 
Ulster might be reduced if 
the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) called a prolonged 
ceasefire. 

A unionist MP said the 
bead of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (RUC) might 
have to be replaced. 

RUC Chief Constable 
Hugh Annesley, speaking 
amid speculation mat the 
IRA might be considering a 
truce in the coming months, 
had reiterated Thursday that 
a ceasefire might allow street 
patrols to be proportionately 
reduced. 

“If fee threat was to tafl 


down, then die level of overt 
army patrolling on the streets 
could be tafled down,” said 
Chief Annesley, who has 
made similar statements in 
the past, as has Northern 
Ireland Secretary Patrick 
Mahew. 


to stand 


Chief Annesley added, 
however, that “for anyone to 
suggest that the army could 
be removed is naive in the 
e xtrem e-” 

Some 19,000 British troops 
are currently stationed m 


Northern Ireland, primarily 


to support the RUC 


Ulster Unionist Party MP 
Ken Magmnis said Chief 
Annesley’s comments 
showed he had “outlived his 
usefulness here” and sug- 


Mr. Magmnis said Chief 
Annesley’s comments would 
leave RUC officers feeling 
humiliated and give the IRA 
tbeix biggest boost in a year. 

“If we look at die level of 
violence in our community, 1 ' 
said Mr. Magmnis, “it is ridi- 
colous for the RUC to be 
parleying and pandering to 
one section of the terrorist 
population.” 

Andrew Hunter, a Tory 
MP and chairman of the Con- 
servative Northern Ireland 
Committee in die House of 
Commons, said Chief Aimes- 
tey’s remarks were wrong in 
timing and substance. 

Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor’s office dechned to associ- 


ate itself with Chief Annes- 
ley’s comments. 

The Northern Ireland 
Office said it supported the 
spirit of what Chief 
Anneseley had said, although 
termed Ids choice of words 
“unfortunate.” 

“He is at one with the 
British and Irish govern- 
ments,” said a spokesman, 
“and there can be no moves 
to accommodating the terror- 
ists until there is a permanent 
end to violence.” 

Tins Sunday is the 25th 
annivereaiy of British milit- 
ary intervention in Ulster, 
the official start of the bloody 
sectarian conflict between 
Roman Catholics and Protes- 
tants that has come to be 
known as “the troubles." 


Sri Lanka rebels attack army camp; 67 dead 


COLOMBO (AFP) 
Friday att 


— Tamil 
guerrillas Friday attacked an 
army camp in eastern Sri 
Lanka, kfflmg 11 soldiers and 
losing at least 25 of their own 
men in fresh blood-letting 
that has left 67 dead in the 
island's war-torn regions. 

About 100 Liberati on Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
guerrillas stormed the Kadr 


dumuruvikulam army base 
located in thick jungles in 
eastern Batticaloa district 
and simultaneously attacked 
two other nearby camps, offi- 
cials said. 

“Troops, though taken by 
surprise, were able to rapidly 
reorganise and cany out a 
quick counterattack on the 
terrorists forcing them to 


withdraw after a firefight last- 
ing approximately two 
hours,” a Defence Ministry 
St* tenan t said. 


“Troops searched the area 
and 25 terrorist bodes were 
recovered. A very large num- 
ber of terrorists are nicely to 
have suffered casualties. 
During the attack 11 sokfiers 


were killed and five were 
wounded,” the statement 
said. 

The LTTE guerrillas had 
kept the nearby camps of 
Tnnkcmamadu and Katirir- 
avdi under a barrage of mor- 
tar fire to prevent army rein- 
forcements reaching the be- 
' “ J base, military officials 


Health delays signal more problems for Clinton 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Reeling from a blew to a 
crime bill considered crucial 
to democratic prospects in 
November elections,' con- 
gressional Democrats face a 
battle and worrisome 
lys in their health reform 
initiative. 

President Bill Clinton, who 
has made the crime and 
health bills the pillars of his 
White House, urged Con- 
gress to stay in session 
through its recess to grapple 
with both of them. 

“I don't think they ought 
to go home. You know, the 
people who are committing 
these crimes are not going to 
take a vacation,” said Mr. 
Clinton. “Health care is not 
going to take a vacation 
either.” 

Late Thursday night, a 
tired-looking trio of Demo- 
cratic congressional leaders 
emerged from a lengthy 
closed-door meeting and 
announced they had reached 
the same conclusion. 

“We’re going to be in (Fri- 
day) and most of next week 
on the crime bill,” said 
House Speaker Thomas 
Foley of Washington state. 
He added that the House will 
start the health care debate, 
which had been slated to 
begin next Monday, as soon 
as the required congressional 
budget office data is ready. 

But Mr. Foley said he does 
not know how long the 
House will have to wait for 
the budget reports and did 
not rule ont having the House 
on a quasi-recess in which 
they would technically be in 
session but would actually be 
free to go back to their dis- 
tricts aim be “on call.” 

And several members of 
the House have voiced wor- 
ries that any further delay in 


the health debate, even for 
technical budget reasons, 
could further damage pros- 
pects of mustering the 218 
votes needed to pass a bill 
acceptable to Mr. Clinton 
and the Democratic lead- 
ership. 

The Senate Friday starts a 
fourth day of debate on 
majority leader George 
Mitchell’s health bin. 

Sen. Mitchell said he hopes 
lawmakers can finally move 
away from the speeches that 
customarily mark the open- 
ing of debate and start deal- 
ing with the nuts and bolts of 
amendments that will deter- 
mine what stays in the plan. 

Procedural tussles over the 
timing of votes, though some- 
times seeming petty on the 
surface, mask serious power 
struggles over the course of 
the Senate debate, which in 
turn shapes the message the 
Senate can send to a skittish 
House. 

In addition to bang dis- 
heartened by the crime vote, 
some House members axe 
wary of lending support to 
the controversial require- 
ment that employers pay for 
most of their workers’ insur- 
ance. 

Ben Cardin of Maryland, a 
Democrat who strongly backs 
health care reform, said he 
does not think, a brief delay to 
wait for budget numbers 
would be d amaging but fears 
a lengthy postponement 
would be “a major mistake.” 

“We’ve got to get through 
this stage,” be emphasised/ 

Republicans, however, 
have been pushing for delay 
all along. Peter Hoekstra, a 
Michigan Republican, said 
the House should not try to 
complete in the next eight' 
days work that he believes 
requires eight weeks. 


Both the House and the 
Senate lulls are extremely 
complicated, and at some 
point there will simply not be 
enough time to debate the 
1, 40 0-page b ills, reconcile 
then different components in 
conference, and bring the 
combined version back to the 
House and Senate before 
congressional elections in 
November. 

Reform advocates toiled in 
Senate speeches to get 
beyond the political battles 
and talk about how the b31 
would help tick people get 
the care they need. 

Harry Reid of Nevada, for 
instance, told a moving story 
about a 29-year-old woman 
on the brink of death in a 
hospice. She had no insur- 
ance and could not get the 
treatment that might have 
saved her life, he sad. 

But fellow Democrats, like 
Bob Kerrey of Nebraska and 
David Boren of Oklahoma, 
bitterly attached the Senate 
bffl. 

“Let’s not ram something 
through on a party line 
basis, said an angry Sen. 
Boren. He objected to passng 
a law feat would trigger new 
requirements under unknown 
circumstances eight years 
from nowand urged lawmak- 
ers to “go back to the draw- 
ing board” and “show some 
common sense.” 


Congress, was to fly to Min- 
neapolis Friday for a hastily 

PcrinteAsso- 

dation meeting. 

On thnrsday, lawmakers 
rejected, 225 to 210, a pro- 
cedural resolution that would 
have cleared the way for final 
action on fee omnibns anti- 


fife midterm elections less 
than three months away, the 
defeat was particularly gall- 
ing for Clinton because 58 
Democrats defied him to join 
all but 11 Republicans. Until 
the final moment, Mr. Clin- 
ton’s allies on Capitol HTTl 
had predicted approval by 
one or two votes. 


House Democratic leaders 
announced late Thursday 
they would immediately 
undertake another push for 


Shortly after the defeat, 
Mr. CKnton told a White 
House news conference the 
loss was “disheartening” be- 
cause, he said, 225 members 
of fee House decided to “par- 
ticipate in a procedural 
trick.” 


House r ej ects crime bffl 

Meanwhile, President 
Clinton presses his battle for 
a $30-tmlion crime biQ Fri- 
day, a day after gun-control 
opponents, House Republi- 
cans and some fellow Demo- 
crats combined to deal him 
the biggest legislative defeat 
of his presidency. 

Mr. Qinton, viably shaken 
after the surprise setback in 


“I worked my heart out on 
it, he said. “I did every thing 
I could, and on this day the 
NRA (National Rifle Asso- 
ciation) and fee Republican 
leadership had thier way,” 
The NRA had campaigned 
against, fee bffl’sHprovSons 
outlawing 19 assault-style 
weapons. Republicans had 
wanplained about its $7 bll- 
hon in crime prevention 
programmes on the ground 
toy were duplicative and in- 
effective. 

^ Mr. CK nton said he wanted 
Congress to find ways to sal- 
vage key dements of the 
package of police, prevention 
and punishment measures. 


Japan company 
not lionising now 
Disney film 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan', 
Tezuka Production Co. Ltd. 
said it plans to ask Walt ■ 
Disney Co. to admit feat its ' 
box office hit The Lion King 
was influenced by fee work of 
late Japanese cartoonist Osa- 
mu Tezuka. “I wouldn’t call . 
ft plagiarism, but I want them : 
to atleast admit that they had 
Tezuka's work in mind when < 
making the film,” said . 
Takaynlci Matsu tani, fee. 
president of the company - 
which administers the copyr- 
ight on Tezuka’s works. But 
Matsutam insisted he had no 
plans to sue Disney. “Legal 
disputes do not help better 
understanding between . 
Japan and the United 
•Stales,” he said. Disney de- 
nied Monday that The Lkm 
King was influenced by Kim- 
ha fee White Lion, a 1960s 
cartoon television series cre- 
ated by Tezuka. who is also 
known few another series cal- 
led Astro Boy. Both the 
Tezuka and Disney stories 
focus on orphaned lion 
princes who fore theft crowns 
to a wicked adult hem and 
then reclaim theft thrones. 
The Disney lion is named 
Simba. Japanese cartoonists ! 
and other fans of Tezuka, > 
who is revered in Japan in 
much the same way as Dis- 
ney, have been seeking ac- 
tion against Disney. Matsuta- 
m initially planned to remain ; 
silent, based on the wishes of 
the late Japanese cartoonist’s 
famil y. But “his fans were, 
not satisfied, he said, explan- 
ing why he had decided to 
take action. Japanese car- 
toonist Machiko Satonaka 
plans to send a letter to Dis- 
ney, securing the Hollywood 
entertainment giant of under- 
mining Kimba, which is 
known in Japan as “The 
Jungle Emperor.” 


Over 150 films to 
compete in Tokyo 
Film Festival 


Bird with 9 heads 
reportedly seen In 
south China 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Re- : 
sidents in southern China’s^ 


Hunan province claim to I 
have spotted a bird with nine • 
beads in a mountainous area, ; 
and authorities are investigat - 1 
ing the reports, a news 
e Friday 


said here Friday. The , 

backed Wen Wei Po daily ^ 
said the bird — mentioned in • 
records from the Song dyuaa- 
ty (960-1279) — was re- : 
portedly seen on several ; 
occasions by some 30 people, ] 
and was said to resemble a > 
turtle dove. The daily said a ! 
government committee car-;’ 
tying out research on rare 
a nima ls had received the re- '. 
ports from the residents and ! 
was looking into them. The; 
bird, said to live on cloud- 
shrouded peaks of the Hop- 
ing Mountains, was described 
by a militiaman named 
TTiang Sbenyun as having 
eight smaller heads around a 
larger one, with each bearing ' 
a complete set of beak, ears 
and eyes. Legend has it that . 
appearances of the bird are 
bad omens, and no one has * 
dared to try to catch fee •' 
strange creature, fee news- ■’ 
paper said. 


TOKYO (AFP) — More.;' 
than 150 films will vie for r 
prizes in fee seventh Tokyo ; 
International Film Festival to"* 
be held from Sept. 24 to Oct * * 
2 , fee organising committee ’ 
said. The committee said that : 
154 fib™ would be shown in* 
die festival in Kyoto, western „ 
Japan. Prizes wffl be awarded ! 
in two categories — the inter- ; 
national competition and theT;,jf| 
young cinema'. The festival,, 
which originated in Tokyo, '! 
will be held in Kyoto tins year ■' 
as rme of the events com-;, 
memorating the 1 , 200 th 
anniversary of the founding . 
of the western Japan dty. “ 


Policewoman 

fired 

after posing nude 


WARSAW (AFP) A Polish 
policewoman is no longer 
“fit” to continue in her job in 


the pornographic magazine - 
Peep Slow, according to her ■ 
boss quoted in fee daily Zycic ! 
Warszawy. Krzysztof Szy- 
wansfa said he hoped that 
Edytap,, 22 , who posed for 
the photographs long before 
fee began work as a poKce- 
*°pnn a few months ago," 
“will resign, otherwise she-, 
wfll be fired.” Her bosses,, 
saidfee young woman, who * 
a currently on side: leave,’. 
«uld no longer patrol the.' 
streets in uniform as “nobody 
would take her seriously.” •‘ , - 
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U.N. fears Rwanda refugee 
camps may stay for years 


GOMA, Zaire (Agencies) — 
Teeming and disease-ridden 
gwondan camps around 
Zaire's border town of Goraa 
frifl tool into semi-permanent 
jjfogee zones unless more 
p copte can be coaxed to re- 
njrn mine, U.N. relief offi- 
qpk said Friday. 

"Goma is becoming a new 
Gaza Strip where refugees 
frill stay for a long time." 
UJf. High Commissioner for 
Refugeese (UNHCR) 
spokesman Panes Moumtzis 


told reporters. 

likening the fate of some 
800,000 people living in 
cholera- and dysentery- 

^ es camps around Goma 
the one of Palestinians 
who lived in IsraeU-occapied 
territories, be said it could 
take a generation before they 
returned home. 

UNHCR had never been 


confronted with arch a resist- 
ance to repatriate, he said. 
"The unwillingness to return 
is the strongest we have seen 
in such crises, even in Soma- 
lia." 

In Kigali, the head of the 
U.N. World Food Program- 
me (WFP) said raw fear was 
dominant emotion among 
thousands of Rwandans after 
ethnic bloodletting and civil 
war that erupted last April 
and in which half a million 
people died. 

■ Catherine Benini, the 
agency's executive director, 
said nearly all the refugees 
she met on a trip Thursday to 
camps in the southwest 
warned they would flee to 
Zaire when French troops 
guarding a “safe haven” pull 
out in about 10 days time. 

“Virtually every person we 
spoke to said they were afraid 


for their lives and their secur- 
ity and planned to move to 
Zaire before the French pul- 
led out," she said in Kigali 
Thursday. 

U.N. force commander 
Major-General Romeo Dal- 
iaire says as many as one 
million refugees and 1.5 mil- 
lion local residents in the 
French zone could flee to- 
wards the Zairean town of 
Bukavu. 

Around Goma. to where 
an estimated one million 
Rwandans fled, refugees are 
suffering from malnutrition, 
cholera, dysentery and now 
possibly typhus. 

UNHCR estimates That at 
least 27,000 people have died 
during the past mouth in the 
Goma area, mostly from a 
cholera epidemic — which 
has now peaked — and from 
dysentery. 



A Rwandan man waits for medical assistance 
ta Kigali’s central hospital. The hospital b 
named by Austrian troops who rebuild the 


rooms seriously damaged during the last com- 
bats between the Tula forces and the former 
Hutu government (AFP photo) 


About 220,000 have so far 
gone bade across the border 
but most of them fear to 
return, preferring to take 
their chance with camp con- 
ditions than risk rumoured 
reprisals at home. 

The camp inmates are 
mostly Hutus, whose kins- 
men have been blamed for 
the massacres of 500.000 
minority Tutris and oppo- 
nents of the ousted Hutu 
government. 

The former self-declared 
Hutu government and its de- 
feated army in exile are tell- 
ing refugees they will be 
slaughtered if they return to 
their homes despite U.N. 
assurances it is safe. 

Mr. Moumtzis predicted 
that hatred was so deeply 
entrenched now in Rwanda 
that Hutus and Tutsis would 
be unable to live again in 
harmony for years. 

"It could take an entire 
generation until people de- 
velop more tolerance to 
each other," he said. 

UNHCR was nevertheless 
making plans for a possible 
massive repatriation from 
Zaire. 

Mr. Moumtzis said 
UNHCR told donor coun- 
tries at a meeting in Geneva 
Thursday that between S40 
and $50 millions needed to be 
budgeted for the possible re- 
patriation of 500,000 people. 

Four weeks into the Rwan- 
dan refugee crisis, he de- 
plored that the international 
community's response to a 
humanitarian drama of un- 
precedented proportions was 
not stronger. 

"Our needs are not even 
covered in Goma," he said, 



A Rwandan woman carries a sack of rice during a food 
distribution by members of the Red Crass near the border of 
Rwanda and Uganda. Despite the improvement of daily etc 
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coming from refugee camps 
and the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(RPF), which ousted the for- 
mer government, to allow for 
a safe return of exiles were 
continuing, Mr. Moumtzis 
said. 

Five clergymen from the 
Goma camps who went to 
Kigali three days ago were 
expected back Friday, he 
said. 


to stay. 

Officials of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) Thursday met 
camp leaders at Kibuntba 
near this east Zairean town. 
They promised that "they 
will restore discipline," after 
a refugee was lynched during 
the distribution of rations 
Wednesday, Mr. Moumtzis 
said. 

Meanwhile about 400 of 


tls y.: lioifi, thousands of refugees are still living in 


the quality of the troops that 
wilt replace them. 

Mr. Kcngo Wa Dondo 
spoke in Kinshasa, the Zai- 
rean capital, after briefing 
President Mobuto Scse Seko 
on a riot by more than 5,000 
people in " Goma Thursday 
that briefly blocked food con- 
voys. 

ITie nearly two- hour pro- 
test by residents and some 
refugees was set off by the 
shooting death of a well- 
known currency dealer by a 
Zairan soldier demanding 
money. 

The victim's body was car- 
ried through the streets on a 
wooden stretcher by the de- 
monstrators. who pelted 
troops with stones and block- 
ed streets with large rocks 
and trash. 

Goma residents claim that 
the soldiers have conducted 
house-to-house extortion 
campaigns and robbed Zai- 
rean citizens and Rwandan 
refugees alike at gunpoint. 
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Nigeria oil union vows to wreck 
installations if junta bans it 
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LAGOS (AFP) — Nigeria’s 
powerful Petroleum Work- 
ers* Union warned Friday 
that it will wreck oil installa- 
tions if the junta bass it after 
more than a month of a crip- 
pling strike to press its poli- 
tical' demands. 

“We will hit back if they 
try anything in that direction. 
It mil be the worst the nation 
has ever sees. What we mean 
Exactly in our Wednesday's 
press statement by ‘violent 
reactions' is the destruction 
of oil installations,” a top 
muon official told AFP. 

The National Union of Pet- 
roleum and Natural Gas 
Workers (NUPENG) and its 
sister senior staff association, 
PENGASSAN, began their 
strike on July 4 to pressure 
the military government to 


"We got the information 
from impeccable sources in 
(the federal capital) Abuja 
that the government was 
pla nnin g to proscribe the un- 
ion. We are only telling them 
the grave consequences of 
such a step," said me official, 
who asked not to be named. 

Labour and Productivity 
Minister Samuel Ogbexnodia 
Thursday denied in talks with 
oil workers that the junta was 
currently planning any such 
measure, but later comments 
to reporters gave a different 
impression. 

“Proscription is a re- 
medy,” he told the union 
officials. ‘Tt can only be ap- 
plied if there is an ailment. 
For now, there is no ailment, 
so we can first and foremost 
try to resolve the matter 
through dialogue.” 


The unions want the junta 
to fiee Moshood Abiola, the 
opposition leader held to 
have won presidential elec- 
tions last year before the 
military annulled die poll, 
and inkail him as bead of 
state, as well as releasing 
other political detainees. 

Mr. Abiola is on trial for 
treason after dedaring him- 
self president in June. His 
arrest has led to bloody pro- 
tests and police opened fire 
last week on demonstrators 
in Lagos, killing at least three 
people. 

A few minutes after the 
talks in which he assured 
onion officials that the gov- 
ernment did not plan to out- 
law NUPENG, Mr. Ogbetnu- 
dia nevertheless hinted to 
journalists that a ban might 
be imminent 



A gr o up of armed civilians with M-l 
rifles march in the streets of Port-Au- 
Prinee after tfaMiing their military 
tr ainin g. The Haitian military is train- 


ing civilians to defend the country 
against a possible invasion by the U.S. 
(AFP photo) 


U.N. prepares last-ditch mission to Haiti 
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UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghah will send an 
envoy to Haiti in the hope of 
pomading the military junta 
time to step down and avert 
a U.S.-led invasion, diplo- 
mats said Thursday. 

They said that Dr. Ghali 
outlined his plans in a meet- 
ag with the U.N. representa- 
tives of die United States, 
France, Canada and Argenti- 
na, which backed the initia- 
tive. 

The mission would not in- 
volve a reopening of negotia- 
tions nor a new attempt at 
mediation, the diplomats 
sakL The U-N. envoy would 
simply ask the mili tary lead- 
ership in the Caribbean na- 
tion when and how it would 
leave. 

A Western diplomat, who 
asked not to be named, said 
tile emissary could also ask 
tile junta how the interna- 
honal community could help 
ft step down and avoid milit- 
ary action spearheaded by 
tile United States. 

Argentina proposed 
Wednesday that the mission 
be undertaken by Dante 
Caputo, its former foreign 


minister and currently a 
resentative of the United Na- 
tions and the Organisation of 
American States. 

The U.N. Security Council 
authorised on July 31 an 
eventual U.S.-led military in- 
tervention to allow the return., 
of President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, toppled in a coup 
d’etat in September 1991. 

Two U.S. warships with 
1,800 Marines on board left 
their Norfolk, Virginia, base 
Thursday to replace five ves- 
sels currently off the coast of 
Haiti in what the Pentagon 
described as a routine rota- 
tion. 

Spokesman Dennis Boxx 
said the assault ship USS 
Wasp and the transport ves- 
sel USS Nashville should ar- 
rive in Haitian waters Sunday 
to replace the ships that were 

<1 O. tfl ninnnr indluL 



this represented a diminish ed 
-U.S: presence, saying the 
capacity of the force would 
remain the same, as would its 
mission of being ready to 
evacuate U.S- citizens if 
necessary. 


The United Nations bro- 
kered an agreement signed 
on July 3, 1993, by Mr. Aris- 
tide and Lieutenant General 
Raoul Cedras that provided 
for the ousted president’s re- 
turn at the head of a demo- 
cratic government in Haiti. 

But the military has re- 
fused to cede power, despite 
a U.N. economic embargo 
and other sanctions. U.N. 
diplomats believe that if the 
junta continues to defy the 
world community, the United 
States would have no choice 
bnt to invade. 

The diplomats added, 
however, that U.S. President 
Bill Clinton might not take* 
any immediate decision to 
launch the operation, which 
polls show is opposed by a 
hefty majority of Americans. 

The said the idea of dis- 
patching a U.N. emissary to 
Port-An-Prince was also 
aimed at heading off another 
diplomatic initiative prop- 
osed last week by Venezuela. 

Caracas had pushed for a 
mission comprised of the 
foreign ministers of Latin 
American states opposed to 
an American invasion of 
Haiti. 


Castro wants ‘rapid’ move 
on U.S. emigration policy 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro again 
called for the United States 
to take measures to change 
its policy on Cuban emig- 
rants, hours after U.S. Attor- 
ney General Janet Reno 
moved to thwart any attempt 
to Cuban exiles to spur an 
exodus from the Caribbean 
island. 

Underscoring Ms. Reno's 
announcement Thursday was 
the arrest in Florida keys of 
three Cuban- Americans ac- 
cused of piloting a speedboat 
to Cuba to pick up 22 re- 
fugees and bnng them back 
to Florida. 

Mr. Castro’s call late 
Thursday for "rapid, efficient 
and serious" steps to change 
U.S. immigration policy to- 
ward Cubans, which Havana 
says encourages illegal 
emigration, came in a Hava- 
na news conference televised 
live by Cable News Network. 

"We continue to demand 
that they put an end to this 
policy,” said Mr. Castro, 
shown wearing his trademark 


fatigues. 

Under U.S. law, Cubans 
fleeing their country are eligi- 
ble to apply for permanent 
resident status after living in 
the United States for one 
year. 

Mr. Castro also said a nav- 
al officer was shot and fatally 
wounded in the hijacking of a 
vessel Monday from the 
Cuban port of Mariel toward 
the United States. 

State television footage 
showed the body of the naval 
officer, who it said was killed 
by a naval recruit who hijack- 
ed the vessel. 

Last week, Mr. Castro 
warned that if Washington 
did not change its policy on 
Cuban emigrants, Havana 
woudl stop trying to prevent 
people from trying to leave 
the island of relatives in Flor- 
ida from coming to pick them 
up. He raised the spectre of 
an exodus like 1980’s Mariel 
boailift, in which a disorga- 
nised flood of 125,000 Cuban 
boat people arrived in Flor- 
ida. 


Coup trial verdict is bad 
for democracy —Gorbachev 


MOSCOW (R) — Former 
Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev said Friday that 
the acquittal of the last of the 
men accused of trying to 
overthrow him in 1991 was a 
bad sign for Russian demo- 
cracy. 

"I think we should be con- 
cerned about it,” he said in a 
telephone interview. “Such 
events are of importance to 
the state and to society.” 

“If our courts and legal 
bodies react in this way to 
such events, it will be difficult 
for us to move towards a 
new, democratic Russia. 

Mr. Gorbachev, 63, was 


lg O! 

Supreme Court's decision 
Thursday to acquit former 
Soviet ground forces Com- 
mander Valentin Varennikov 
on treason charges. 

Gen. Varennikov was ac- 
cused of supporting the State 
Emergecny Committee which 
announced on Aug. 19, 1991, 
that it was asstmringpower in 
the Soviet Union. The coup 
collapsed after two days and 
the Soviet Union broke up 
four months later. 

The 12 main figures were 
amnestied and freed from jail 
by the Russian parliament 
last February. Gen. Varenni- 
kov, however, insisted on 
being tried in an attempt to. 
dear his name. 

He and the other former 
defendants say it is Mr. Gor- 
bachev who should go on trial 
for causing the break-up of 
the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Gorbachev dismissed 
such calls as "political de- 
magoguery." He defended 
himself against the allega- 
tion, saying h was the coup 
plotters who had sealed the 
fete of the superpower. 

He described his efforts in 
the first eight months of 1991 


to secure a new union treaty, 
binding the 15 constituent re- 
publics into a looser, more 
devolved union. 

"It was a difficult process, 
but it led to a union treaty, to 
the preservation of the union, 
all union structures, the pres- 
ident, the Supreme Soviet 
(parliament), a single 
citizenship, a single army,” 
he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev said the 
coup plotters, who acted to 
stop what they saw as danger- 
ous decentralisation, had 
given “the disintegration 
such impetus that it was im- 
possible to stop.” 

He said Gen. Varennikov 
bad taken an active part in 
supporting the coup and it 
was strange he had been ac- 
quitted. 

But the main point of the 
trial was that the court had 
sought to distance the defen- 
daot from the State 
Emergency Committee, 
thereby implying the commit- 
tee had been guilty, he said. 
"So there was one useful 
thing the court did.” 

"It was a strange trial be- 
cause it wasn't clear who was 
actually on trial,” Mr. Gor- 
bachev said. "It was strange 
because all former (commit- 
tee) members, who bad 
themselves been on trial and 
who organised the August 
coup, came as witnesses.” 

"It was strange that, inde- 
pendent of the verdict, 
Varennikov could not be put 
in prison.” 

The eight committee mem- 
bers were all senior Com- 
munists, including the Soviet 
vice-president, prime minis- 
ter, defence minister, interior 
minister and KGB chief. In- 
terior Minister Boris Pugo 
shot himself when the coup 
failed. 


BUJUMBURA ( R ) — 
Burundian troops cordoned 
off the university in the capit- 
al Bujumbura Friday in foe 
latest effort to quel! days of 
bloody ethnic unrest which 
many fear could erupt in 
chaos similar to that in neigh- 
bouring Rwanda. 

State radio said a grenade 
hurled into a covered market 
on Thursday kffied several 
people. Fifteen had already 
died in dashes that exploded 
after foe arrest of Mathias 
Hitknana, an opposition Tut- 
si poiitidan accused of incit- 
ing violence. 

"Those who were near foe 
point of the explosion say 
some died,” state radio said’, 
referring to Thursday's gre- 
nade attack. 
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unrest terv.o.*:? Tuties and 
Kates. :zi v : hundreds 
have died r.atiouv.Me in re- 
cent weeks. :=d U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Gaai: to" confide r sending a 
mission to try head off a 
bloodbath, otncials in New 
York said Thursday. 

Militant Tutsi youths went 
on foe rantraue following 
Sunday's arrest o? Mr. Hiti- 
mana,"heca cf foe Party for 
the Reconciliation of the 
People. 

The yemhs. canning barri- 
cades and chanting "iboro”. 
slang for "kill the Hutus," 
paralysed foe city at times 
during the week and universi- 
ty students vovved :o boycott 
classes until ?.-r. Hitknana 


halt violence 

was released. 

“We are firm in our posi- 
tion and we will not go back. 
That is our decision,” a stu- 
dent representative said. 

Troops from the mainly 
Tutsi army shot in foe air to 
disperse youths who burned 
barricades of car tyres in the 
northern Ngagara suburb 
Thursday. 

By Friday morning, Nga- 
gara appeared calm. Troops 
had relived security in the 
area, swarming with armed 
Tutsi militants. 

Burundi has teetered on 
foe abyss of renewed tribal 
violence since last October, 
when renegade .Tutsi soldiers 
murdered Hutu President 
Melchior Ndadaye. 
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Armed soldiers si! ou an armoured personue: 
carrier guarding the central square cT Greasy, 
foe capital of foe breakaway Republic cf 

Chechen mofoilisaii 

at internal 




as members of the Cbechyan 
Muiiozai Congress gather for a session (AFP 
photo I 

a seen as aimed 


MOSCOW (AFP). — 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev’s decision to put his 
breakaway republic on a war 
footing appears less designed 
to guard against alleged Rus- 
sian invasion plans "than to 
crush his internal opposition, 
analysts said Friday. 

Mr. Dudayev, who collater- 
ally declared his Muslim re- 
public independent in 1991, 
declared martial law and 
ordered a general mobilisa- 
tion Thursday to counter 
what he said was an imminent 
Russian invasion to bring 
Chechnya back under Mos- 
cow's control. 

Hie Chechen leader also 
warned that half a million 
Muslim warriors were ready 
to give their lives in a "jihad” 
against Russia. 

But a Moscow-based West- 
ern diplomat said Mr. 
Dudayev's moves were seen 
here as "more an internal 
question.” 

Russia “would never inter- 
vene... He’s threatening in 
order to scare the opposi- 
tion," said the diplomat, who 
asked not to be named. 

Mr. Dudayev is clamping 
down on an increasingly bold 
opposition while gambling 
that Russia will keep out of 
the crisis, be said. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported that Mr. Dudayev 


also iec'.arj; a srzte of 
emergency ir. foe opposition 
stronghold o: Nzdterechny in 
northwestern Chechnya, 
wfcare a Moscow-based 
opposition move men: is 
based. 

And the Congress of the 
Checher. People that 
Wednesday authorised Mr. 
Dudrtvsv to l rcTr ;he mobi- 
lisation at foe s_rr;C time sent- 
enced -he m-in opposition 
leaders to deofo ir. their abs- 
ence for “subveriive terrorist 
activity." ITAR-TASS said. 

“The mobilisation, of 
course, is net aimed against 
the Rustier, army, but as a 
crusade" agaiast opposition 
forces, wrote military analyst 
Pavel Feigenhsacr :a Sevody- 
nvc newspaper Friday. 

’"Dudayev as usual hopes 
that (Russian President) 
3cris Yeltsin will no: respond 
to the challenge and that he 
will take no action to neutral- 
ise the armec. rebellious reg- 
ime.” Mr. Fcigenhauer 
wrote. 

The opposition lias set up a 
shadow government in Nad- 
wrerhny’ called the “Pro- 
vis-onzl Council," calling for 
Mr. Dudayev's resignation 
and c! Jmiag to. control much 
to Chechnya’s territory. 

Opposition leader Yaragi 
Mamcdayev said Thursday 
that the Corvzress of Chechen 


People's resolution “actually 
marks the beginning of a civil 
war," ITAR-TASS reported. 

Mr. Dudayev, a former 
Soviet Air Force general and 
nuclear bomber pilot, accuses 
Russia of orchestrating and 
armed the opposition. Anti- 
Dudayev leaders have ack- 
nowledged receiving funding 
from Moscow. 

TTte military strength of 
both sides in the country of 
1.2 million people is uncer- 
tain. 

According to Krasnaya 
Zvezda, the official Russian 
army newspaper. Soviet 
forces left behind a consider- 
able arsenal in Chechnya: 42 
tanks, 38 armoured cars, 56S 
anti-tank rockets, 1,700 
machine guns, 1,000 grenade 
launchers'*. 37,758 automatic 
rifles and several military 
helicopters and planes. 

But "some of the forces 
which Mr. Dudayev says are 
his are loyal to the other 
side." said the Western diplo- 
mat. "Who’s loyal to 
Dudayev and who's loyal 10 
the opposition, that's the 
question,” he said. 

Although Russia has 
vowed to keep its forces out 
of Chechnya, a civil war 
would make foe Russian- 
Chechcn border uncontroll- 
able, warned a Yeltsin milit- 
ary advisor Friday. 
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Mother of all blunders 

THE ALGERIAN Islamists have committed 
the mother of all blunders by issuing threats 
to students and teachers to abandon schools 
and universities in that country. Such ulti- 
matums to high school and university stu- 
dents as well as their mentors will naturally 
hurt the cause of the Islamists who were 
betting on wider popular support to their 
cause. This clearly counter-productive step 
was taken after so many months of strife 
marked by violence. 

In retrospect the Islamists enjoyed greater 
support not only from within the country but 
also from the outside world when they were 
arbitrarily deprived from reaping the results 
of democratically-held elections more than 
two years ago. There were many voices 
which sounded the alarm then about ending 
the democratisation process in the North 
African country only because the outcome 
indicated that the fundamentalists were gain- 
ing in the elections. 

But to translate this setback to democracy, 
into first violence and then to a full-fledged 
fight against education is doubly dangerous. 
How can any political party expect to enjoy 
support from the people when it decides to 
take on students and teachers? What future 
awaits Algeria without proper education for 
its future generations? Any interruption in 
the educational process, even if confined to 
high school and university, is of dire con- 
sequence to the national interest of the whole 
country. The damage could be irreversible 
and the Islamists do not seem to comprehend 
the damage that it is doing to itself as well as 
to Algeria by Its latest threats against 
teachers and students. 

We still think the solution to Algeria’s 
conflict lies in meaningful and sincere dia- 
logue among the different forces that make 
up that nation. We believe that the Islamists 
are entitled to their say in governing just like 
anybody else. Still no political party has the 
right to have a monopoly on power in any' 
given country. Democracy is not democracy 
if it is not pluralistic first and foremost. This 
much the ‘‘Islamists’’ do not seem to respect. 
Winning elections cannot be used as an 
excuse to impose a uniform socio-political 
system on the people. The Islamists there- 
fore, must commit themselves to democracy 
for now and for always. At the same time the 
Algerian government must show more wil- 
lingness to share power with those elements 
that are not on the same wavelength with it. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i discussed the peace process 
noting that since Jordan is a democracy where everyone 
has the right to talk about the issue of peace with Israel and 
to contemplate over the outcome of the negotiations. 
Bassam Emoush, a member of Parliament, also said that 
participation in the peace process should be the decision of 
the Jordanian people, their government and their repre- 
sentatives in Parliament rather than a single person's 
decision. He said that the decision should be a national one 
so that no party can be blamed should the talks fail and no 
one can claim the glory for any success. The peace 
negotiations in their present status, the writer said, focused 
on secondary matters, leaving the substance untouched and 
postponed indefinitely. Emoush said that no-one has 
gained anything from the talks so far except the Israelis 
who gave the Arabs mere promises which no one can 
guarantee would ever be honoured. The writer said that 
despite the lapse of three years since the Madrid confer- 
ence, no land was returned and the status of Jerusalem still 
hangs in the balance though the Arabs went to the 
negc cia lions on tl;e basis of U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. Furthermore, the United States, which 
claims lo be the sponsor of peace talks, has not taken any 
steps towards stripping Israel of its mass destruction 
weapons. 

TAHER AL UDWAN, a columnist in Al Dustour, 
reflected on statements given by Israeli Premier Yitzhak 
Rabin immediately after the Aqaba meeting that the 
question of Palestinian refugees was never mentioned 
neither was the issue contained in the Washington Declara- 
tion. Furthermore, said the writer, Rabin told a press 
conference that tile borders with Jordan bad never been 
demarcated before denying the fact that they were deline- 
ated under the British mandate. If these words were said 
just to appease the Israeli opposition one can overtook 


lay Jordani^n-lsraeli agenda signed in Washington in 
September provides for the disalssions and the settlement 
of the Palestinian refugees question in a satisfactory 
manner and the agenda can by no means conflict with the 
Washington Declaration, and so the refugee question is 
very much alive, noted Udwan. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. MnsaKtifaud 


Streamlining the internal scene 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's directive on Wednesday to 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan to lead Jordan to 
the new era at the head of a Royal Commission capped 
another week of dramatic events that took Jordan and 
Jordanians on major leaps in contemporary history. 

The Royal directive has to be seen in the very broad 
perspective of the changes in the Middle East political 
scene after the historic Washington Declaration and the 
fast pace of burying some of the features of the 46-year 
state of war that existed between Jordan and Israel. The 
two countries have now open telephone hues, a new 
crossing in the south and another is planned soon, plans are 
being shaped to link the Israeli and Jordanian national 
power grids, the flow of people is being fa c ilitated, Israel 
.has started pumping water to Jordan as a goodwill gesture, 
Israeli- Jordanian air Knlcs are being discussed and the King 
is expected to visit Hebron mid Jerusalem soon in his 
capacity as a Hashemite Arab Muslim and gua r d i a n of the 
Holy Shrines there. 

Against the backdrop of those measures and events 
which have more of an external facet, the internal scene 
also has to be streamlined and prepared to meet the 
challenges of the new era of peace. • 

The Royal directive has to be seen in tins context. 

It is no secret that for many years, Jordan's bureaucratic 
scene under di ffe rent prime ministers and governments has 
been characterised by inefficiency and corruption. 

Precious public resources were wasted on white elephant 
projects to the benefit of a few. Mismanagement and 
letfaaigy have been the main features of public service. On 
many occasions, qualified people have been brushed aside 
to make room for those with wasta, and nepotism and 
favoritism plagued the scene. 

Indeed, with the economic shock of 1988-89, things 
changed, and we have made large strides in streamlining 
most sectors of die economy. But that streamlining had 
only been relative and fell far below the desired target of 
turning Jordan into a country where efficiency and devo- 
tion mark public services, where the private sector gets 
preferential treatment and things get done fast. The change 
m the situation was more or less limited to the essential 
necessities of meeting the requirements of the economic 
re s t ru ct urin g programme agreed with the International 


Monetary Fund (IMF) and its affiliates. 

Our successful democratisation process aside, the steps 
that were undertaken on the ground since 1989 left a tot to 
be desired in terms of raising the level of bureaucratic 
efficiency and commitment to responsibilities on the 
national leveL That is not to say that we have not made 
progress, but that progress was limited to the immediate 
needs which could not be set aside if only because of the 
pressure that we faced from outside. 

No doubt, government servants were and are doing their 
job at varying degrees of efficiency and seriousness, but 
just that. And that is where the problem lies — a trend to 
retain the traditional basic approaches to issues rather than 
moving away from tradition and adopting new visions. 

I could see some people gritting their teeth and swearing 
at me for saying it and raising all kinds of counter- 
arguments. But that does not change the reality that the 
nature of our bureaucracy and public sector has not come 
anywhere near a level that should propel our country on 
the road towards self-reliance let atone towards becoming 
another success story such as we bear from the Far East. 

The nation-building skills of our people need no testi- 
mony. A dose look at the Gulf states is an that is needed to 
show how our people could be innovative bureaucrats 
while being sensitive to the needs of the society and how 
they could be intelligent businessmen. 

Now, at the juncture of history where we are on our way 
to getting rid of the burdens and political and economic 
preoccupation with a conflict that plagued us for nearly 
four decades, we have to be well-prepared to meet the 
challenges that face a people who seek to break free from 
the senseless chains that tie ns down and limit our vision. 

To those who argue that Jordan and Jordanians are no 
different from other Hurd World countries, I ask two 
ample questions: Is it enough to sit bad: and do little and 
say that we are not different? Isn’t it our duty to ourselves 
and the society at large to do something about changing 
ourselves by drawing from the experiences of other Third 
World countries and avoiding the pitfalls that have made 
the Thud World remain Thud World? 

We have no dearth of human resources; nor do we lade 
ent rep reneurship Bat are they used in the right channels 
and right direction? Are they allowed to flourish with 
encouragement and help from those who are in charge of 


%^ost y rignificant feature that disto^hes Jonkn 
fn^tlS ^redefinition of the Third World is that the 
iSSdoS fcgSng to find itself under a large international 
Sg Jtoss in the wake of the breakthroughs in the 
and the economic opportunities that a 

P lj^pl^rtotafford to be seen as a society where 
ill-conceived notions of bureaucracy and civil service 
SfSnal growth not only by placing co^mnts on 
our private sector but also on limovatov^Mls. On the 
contrary we have to put in a lot of extra effort with a new 
viaontowards meeting the objective °f projecting ^ nght 
image to the international community that Jorda n inde ed i s 
thebert place in the Middle East to launc* uwe^ente. 
We have to show the world that we are indeed different 
from other Third World countries if only because of our 

innovativeness and openness. 

And His Majesty has named the right man to lead us to 
this objective by taking thfe bull by its horns and turning it 
around by proceeding further in creahng the tight social, 
political, intellectual and economic fabric of our byes. 

The farsightedness and virion of Crown Prince Hassan 
have been time tested, and one cannot think of anyone else 
in Jordan better suited to do the job in whatever qualities 
and gtHtis that take to make a success of the huge task of 
bringing about fundamental changes in approaches in all 

walks of our life. . ... 

From whatever vantage point, there is very litue, ir any, 
contradiction between our social and cultural traditions and 
setting the stage that offers our country as the right conduit 
to anyone to Middle East economy and business as well as 
tourism. Of course that does not mean we open our beaches 
to nudists and allow our coasts to be the playground for 
international playboys and girls. Certain lines have to be 
drawn and respected, and that is a point businessmen from 
anywhere in the world understand. 

Indeed, the challenges that face His Royal Highness are 
tremendous. What he confronts is a maze of criss-crossing 
“traditions” that have little to do with our culture and 
society and practices which will resist change. But then that 
is the nature of any society and should be overcome with 
firm steps and resolution, two of the many qualities that the 
Crown Prince is well-known for. 


Fast race to peace leaves media breathless 


Reviewed by 
Elia NasraQah 

THE LOCAL newspapers 
focused in the past week on 
the implementation of the 
Washington Declaration 
embodied in the opening of 
die Arabs border crossing 
and the meeting in Aqaba be- 
tween King Hussein and the 
Israeli prime minister. The 
prospects for peace in light 
of these developments mid 
a host of domestic affairs 
were also tackled by the 
local press. 

The King-Ratal meeti n g 
In Aqaba and the opening 
of tire border crossing, said 
A1 Dustour daily, are great 
political events. These 
events mark the start of 
implementing the Washing- 
ton Declaration and the re- 
moval of all barriers of 
hatred and enmity between 
tire two sides. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily de- 
scribed tire opening of tire 
border crossing as a transla- 
tion of tire intentions ex- 
pressed in tire Washington 
Declaration which in turn 
was based on the concept of 
tire Joidanian-Israeli com- 
mon agenda. The opening 
of tire cros sin g point also 
marks the beginning of the 
demacrati on of common 
borders which, the paper 
said, is a dear Israeli recog- 
nition of the Kingdom’s 
rights to its lands and water 
resources. 

In the view of Ahmad Al 
Misleh, a columnist in Al 
Ra'i, the events of the past 
week fall within the 
framework of a series of 
events which began with the 
conclusion of the Egyptian- 
Israeli peace pact. 

The current events are 
historic in nature as they 
mark the end of an era of 

conflicts in the region and is 
one in which the people of 
the Middle East find them- 
selves passing through a 
turning point and a tran- 
sitional period of time, said 
the writer. 

The developments in the 
Middle East, be added, can 
also be described as part of 
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a series of events that came 
in the wake of tire downfall 
of the Soviet bloc and hap- 
pening under the over- 
whelming sole: superpower 
now dominating the affairs 
of the world. 

Yousef Bouran, a cohrn- 
ist in Al Ra’i, described the 
present stage in the Middle 
East history as one fraught 
with serious challenge for 

every one. Dealing with our 
Israeli neighbour, said the 
writer, requires very high- 
quality performance on the 
part of the negotiators 
themselves and the Jorda- 
nian people at large who, 
the writer said, should not 
show fear and apprehension 
but rather a high sense of 
responsibility and united 
ranks. 

As we realise that Israel 
has defeated os militarily, 
said the writer, we ought to 
work hard to win the battle 
in our dealings with the 
Jewish state in obtaining 
our lawful rights. 

Three factors can deter- 


mine the fate of the peace 
process in our region, said 
Saleh Al QaUab in Al Dus- 
tonr. The peace process 
should involve all parties, 
including Syria ana Leba- 
non, otherwise any deals 
with Israel will be incom- 
plete, he said. 

Second, Arab citizens 
shonld concret e ly feel the 
benefits of the coining 
peace politically, socially 
and economically arid third, 


Taher Al Udwan, 
another cohnnmst in Al Dus- 
tour, said that with the vbtt 
to Aqaba by braes Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
Jordan and Israel have 
taken the first steps towards 
political, economic and 
touristic normalisation. 

Although these fast- 
moving events are being 
slowly absorbed by the 
Jordanian man in tire street, 
one can say that the process 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Israel should stop its pre- 
sent aggressive and repres- 
sive policies against the 
Palestinians and the Arab 
countries and should stop 
stealing Arab land and wa- 
ter resources, said the wri- 
ter. 

If the Palestinians con- 
tinue to feel humiliated by 
the Israelis, all deals aiming 
towards a settlement would 
remain meaningless and 
fotile, added Qallab. 


of peace making is quite 
impossible to hold back any 
more and one has to accept 
the conc e pt that Jordan is 
heading for a genuine peace 
that can guarantee its legiti- 
mate rights. 

However, said the writer, 
while Jordan and the Arabs 
have offered so much, 
Israel has offered very lit- 
tle, something which does 
not contribute towards 
assuring foe people about 
the future of peace. 


Tareq Masarweh tackled 
the question of holy (daces 
In Jerusalem noting that 
Jordan’s success in assum- 
ing the role of supervising 
and caring for these places 
is a service to the whole 
Islamic Nation. 

The columnist who writes 
for Al Ra’i daily, said that 
Jordan does not compete 
with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
over the sovereignty on 
Jerusalem. Criticising Saudi 
Arabia for toying to feel the 
PLO’s uneasiness resulting 
from Jordan's success to 
keep the holy places under 
its custody, the writer said 
that the Palestinians should 
rest assured that Jordan 
does not harbour any ill 
intentions bat will remain 
an ally of the Palestinian 
people. 

Sultan Al Hattab discus- 
sed the same theme, criti- 
cising those who create 
points of difference be- 
tween Jordan and the PLO 
before the end of the Israeli 
occupation. Jordan, said 


the columnist for Al Ra'i 
daily, has held the responsi- 
bility of caring for the holy 
places before and during 
the Israeli occupation of the 
holy city and this responsi- 
bility does not infringe on 
that of the Palestinian poli- 
tical and geographic re- 
sponsibility for tiie city. In- 
deed, tile holy places, said 
tire writer, should serve as a 
catalyst for fusing solidarity 
among the Arabs and the 
Muslim nations. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i 
mentioned the complaints 
of the Jordanian farmers 
concerning their marketing 
of their produce and the 
plight of those who produce 
tomatoes in great quantities 
but fail to earn the cost of 
their production. 

Yousef Al Ghazu said 
that the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and its affiliated de- 
partments are to be com- 
mended for their research 
and other efforts to help the 
fanners produce better crops 
but nothing has been done 
to date to help the fanners 
market their products at 
borne and abroad. 

The ministry ought to in- 
terfere to determine the 
cropping patterns in Jordan 
and should help the fanners 
grow crops in a balanced 
manner and in quantities 
that are certain to find their 
way to the market, said the 
writer. 

Mohammad Sobeihi, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, de- 
manded that the Soda! 
Security Cerporalion intro- 
duce measures to ensure 
people against unemploy- 
ment. There is need for 
special legislation that 
would conform to the provi- 
sions of the constitution 
that guaranteed the right of 
all people to work, said 
Subeihi. 

The writer said that the 
government ought to estab- 
lish a special fund to finance 
the project through collec- 
tions from the working 
workforce for the benefit of 
the unemployed and the 
needy. He said an addition- 
al tax can also be created to 
fund this vital project for 
the community. 


Security forces in front line of Northern Ireland’s‘troubles’ 


By Caroline Brothers 
Reuter 

BELFAST — For the 
security forces caught up in 
Northern Ireland’s 25 years 
of conflict, the toll makes 
grim reading. 

Nearly 1,000 members of 
the police and army in the 
province have been killed 
and 13.000 wounded as the 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) wages its campaign 
to end British rule. 

As the most prominent 
targets in the political and 
sectarian strife, euphemis- 
tically known as “the trou- 
bles,” they account for 
almost a third of the victims 
of one of the world’s most 


deep-rooted conflicts. 

More than 3,000 people 
have been killed and 36,000 
wounded in the battle be- 
tween the IRA fighting to 
unify Ireland and Protes- 
tant extremists determined 
to prevent it. 

“The police and army are 
holding the ring, prevent- 
ing death and injury among 
the two communities, until 
someone comes up with a 
political solution that 
allows the people of this 
island to live together,” 
Chief Superintendent Jim 
Boyd told Reuters. 

“There really is no milit- 
ary solution,” he said in an 
• interview at Belfast's 
Brooklyn barracks, head- 


quarters of Northern Ire- 
land’s Royal Ulster Consta- 
bulary (RUC). 

In the 1960s the RUC 
was a sleepy police force of 
3.000 officers dealing with 
break-ins and petty crime. 

Today it is four times 
that sire, backed by 17,000 
British soldiers, and has 
expertise ranging from 
combatting terrorism to 
tackling organised crime. 

Three soldiers with auto- 
matic weapons protect each 
police officer on the beat. 
Bullet-proof army vehicles 
patrol nearly every town. 

The two forces work in 
tandem to combat extrem- 
ist groups on both sides of 
the province's sectarian di- 


vide and have gained 
world-class expertise in the 
process. 

“We do everything that 
any other police force does 
— loj dogs, missing chil- 
dren, burglaries, thefts of 
cars,” Mr. Boyd said. 

“But on top of all that we 
have to be aware we could 
be walking into a situation 
where gunmen are waiting 
or booby traps laid.” 

. ^ ar crashes and explo- 
sions have lured police to 
booby-trapped scenes — 
bodies found dumped in 
leafy lanes are left lying for 
hours while disposal ex- 
perts comb the area for 
mines. 


During the past 25 years 
extremist violence in 
Northern Ireland has 
undergone several muta- 
tions. “Terror shifts and 
terrorists don’t employ the 
same tactics all the time " 
said Mr. Boyd, who’s been 
with the RUC for 32 years 
•In the early seventies we 
were facing street distur- 
bances. lots of shontimi in- 

bombs Soinu 
o^rhi t ? n' ,mC "" andalo ‘ t 

of the killing was indiscri- 
minate, he said. 

. ‘"P 160 the early eight- 
ies it was recognised that 

WOT 5 " 1 V VeT > fancy " 
word — and really w K a t 

^ re talking about^ven- 

well organised crime.” ^ 


He said both the IRA 
»:nd the Protestant extrem- 
sits needed extensive funds 
to buy arms and ammuni- 
tion, pay activists and sup- 
port tlie relatives of prison- 
ers who are ineligible for 
state funds. 

“Organised crime, to 
flourish, needs finance," be 
said. “Our experts in anti- 
racketeering would claim 

the IR.\ needs somewhere 

in the region of seven mil- 
lion pounds ($1 1 million) to 
run their organisation epch 
year, mid the loyalists 
(those fighting to keep 
Northern Ireland part of 
Britain) about four million 
(S6 million).” 
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West, Is 
course ! 

By Nicholas Bocghty 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — The West and 
fetarn, struggling with centur- 
ies of mutual hostility end 
npsimderatandipg. seem to 
be on a new collision course 
as the millennium 



on mimm 
w w0fM 


The tragedy, experts say. Is 
that it aeed eo: be ss. ' 

Now that the all-ssa'crzckig 
struggle between ccmmunisEC 
and capitalism b over, rich 
Weston nations are worried 
by the growing influence of 
Muslim militants in countries 
Eke Algeria, Egypt, Iras and 
Bangladesh. 

It is fashionable to talk 
about the new “crescent of 
crisis.” What if vital o3 sup- 
plies are cut off? What if one 
cf these countries gets a nuc- 
lear bomb? If Algeria turns 
fundamentalist, will ether 
Muslim countries also fall, 
bringing z flood of poor im- 
migrants to Europe? 

Killings in Algeria and 
Egypt, allegations that Iran is 
behind terror campaigns, 
persecution of writers and 
dissidents, and the obvious 
delay the Western-style 
democracy to take roc: in 
many Muslim countries — all 
of these things trocble the 
West. 

Many of the world’s pre- 
dominantly Muslim countries 
in areas like Northern Africa 
and the Middle East are 
poor. Militancy is fuelled by 
long-standing resentment 
against Western colonialism, 
by poverty and anger with 
inefficient or corrupt regim- 
es. 

In the Middle East, where 
the peace process is fast 
changing the politics! map 
and bypassing radicals on all 
rides, there are fears that 
extremists could step up ter- 
ror attacks following the re- 
cent bombing of Jewish 


targets in Britain 2nd Ar?^- 
tine. 

L1 7/c are heading for trou- 
ble because of misunder- 
standing and mispercep- 
tions,” said Hei>o X cpiss, 
an inacuerideut consu l 
•with detailed iffiawieiee cl 
Islamic cuimu. 

“ M: — : tc ji ^2^2* -,j_. 

*“:rr^ cviliKiiin but :.be 

islam.” be told Reuters. 

The v -o sides seem entren- 
ched in f J:eir attitudes, ;3n- 
ditioned by past conflicts, 
cultural differences and *,a* 
growing gap between the 
world's ricu and pcor. 

The Mi t tile Ages were fil- 
led with battles beewsee 
Christians and Muslims — 
from the Moorrh invaron o: 
Spain to the bloody Cru- 
sades. It more resent times. 
Western colonic! powers ex- 
ploited and colonised tee 
Muslim World. 

After World War n , many 
Muslim countries became lit- 
tle more than pawns in the 
sold war superfXiwer game. 

However, experts argue 
that the perception of a new 
threat to the West b based 
largely on misunderstand- 
ings, fuelled by media and 
government: prone to over- 
simplifying complex issue*; 
and fearful of r/fast they do 
not understand. 

The phrase “Islamic fun- 
damentalism” conjures im- 
ages of rabid crowds, the 
expert cf terrorism, summary 
executions, z lick of indi- 
vidual cad press freedom end 
the subjugation of women. 

But Mr. Kopietz and 
ethers say Istetj is essentially 
a peace-loving religion based 
on resoect fer others, a view 
taken by the vast majority cf 
the world's 1.2 biltim Mus- 
lims. 

As with any other religion, 
there ore numerous fascioriv 


Jordan and Israel resume talk 

(Continued from page 1) 


progress hi cooperation in 
energy and tourism. 

Israeli Energy Corporation 
Director-General Mosbe 
Katz met with his counterpart 
from the Jordan Electricity 
Anthority (JEA) and agreed 
to “advance plans to link the 
two countries’ electricity net- 
works.” The linkage, accord- 
ing to plans, will help each 
other during peak-hour de- 
mands. 

The linkage is expected to 
come at three points; one in 
the north, one near the Dead 
Sea and another further 
down near the newly opened 
Araba Crossing near Aqaba 
and Eilat. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation from Jordan. 
But the Jerusalem Post said 
Jordanian and Israeli techni- 
cians were scheduled to meet 
next week ai a site called 
Sdom to discuss the matter. 

Jordan and Israel also 
agTeed‘thar the tourism 
ministries of the two coun- 
tries would cooperate on 
joint marketing of tourism 
packages including sites in 
both countries, the report 


caia, adding that a group of 
Jordanian tcarism experts 
ware to sics: ?r.± Israeli 

counterparts next week to 
present details of the King- 
dom's tourist attractions. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times on Wednesday 
that Tourism Minister 
Mohammad Al Ac wan was 
expected to meet with bis 
Israeli counterpart at the 
“Araba Crossing” point inau- 
gurated by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzbel: Rabin on Aug. S. 

The Israeli minister of 
tourism initiated the meeting 
by inviting Dr. Adwan to 
Israel. Dr. Adwan turned 
down the invitation saying it 
was premature for bsm~to 
visit Israel, the sources 
The Araba Crossing site was 
apparently agreed as a com- 
promise. 

It was expected that the 
negotiator.: at the Dead Sea 
would also deride soon or. a 
new crossing poi.v. funter 
north of the Arabs Crossing 
soon as called for in the 
Vftshmgton Declaration. 
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Palestmians to co=admimster ercssMse 


(Continued from page I) 

Israel will administer the 
other section designated for 
Israelis and visitors to the rest 
of the West Bank and to 
Israel. 

Dr. Shaath said about 100 
Palestinian officials, includ- 
ing policemen, passport in- 
spectors and tax officials, 
would take over the Palesti- 
nian section of the terminals 
as of Aug. 21. 

He said the two sides have 
agreed to build another ter- 
rmnal in Rafah within six 
months that would be able to 
handle five times the current 
capacity. 

About 200,000 passengers 
travel between Egypt and 
Gaza every year. Dr. Shaath 
said. Hundreds of thousands 
mainly Palestinians, also 
travel across the King Hus- 
sein Bridge, the main cros- 
sing point between .. the 
West Bank and Jordan. 

“I expect this terminal to 
handle not only 200,000 pas- 
sengers a year. I expect it to 
handle milli ons a year be- 
cause this is the gateway that 
will bring not only Palesti- 
nians in the thousands but 
also ... other Arab tourists 
who now will come because 
there is a ... Palestine starting 
here in Gaza and in Jericho,” 
Dr. Shaath said. 

There was no PLO reac- 
. tion meanwhile to a warning 
. by Mr. Rabin on Wednesday 
mat reported comments by 
; the head of the PLO’s foreign 
, affairs department, Farouk 
Kaddoumi, violated the 
Israel-PLO pence accord and 
would harm the peace deal if 
repeated. 

IsraePs Itnn news agency 


had reported Mr. Kaddoumi 
called for Israel’s destruction 
in a speech made at the dos- 
ing of die PLO’s radio opera- 
tions in North .Africa on 
Monday. 

Mr. Rabin, in a joint news 
conference with Mr. Arafat 
in Gaza at which the two 
announced they would 
accelerate implementation of 
their peace agreement, 
warned statements i ike Mr. 
Kaddoumi’ s would be an 
obstacle to implementing the 
accord. 

“We cannot accept that a 
senior man in the leadership 
of the PLO rises up and 
speaks against the existence 
of the state of Israel. It is 
unthinkable and if repeated it 
will be a serious obstacle to 
the progress of the present 
process,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Arafat reiterated his 
commitment to the peace 
deal and said Mr Kaddoumi’s 
comments did not reflect the 
PLO’s position. 

“This is his (IvEddcumi’s) 
point cf view, not th£t of ihe 
PLO. I am looking in:c it 
now,” Mr. Arafii said. 


Mr. Kaddoumi opposes the 
!sraeI-PLO peace car: b'r. 
has not resigned over it. 

Itioi quoted Mr. Kxddcunu 
as saying; “There is c s;c:e 
r/hicb was established 
through historical force sr.ci it 
must be destroyed. This is tin 
Palestinian way. They ."eizi'.i 
cur land.” 

Mr. Rabin said die state- 
ment violated the Israel-FLO 
mutual recognition rgree- 
ment thrt preceded the peace 
accord. He demanded tire 
PLO set a firm date for can- 
verting its national council to 
amend the FLO charter. 

In the peace deal. Mr. .Ara- 
fat committed to amending 
sections of the charter that 
Israel felt called for its des- 
truction. The Palestine 
National Council is to meet ir: 
Gaza to deride on amen dine 
the charter but ao dele 
been set for the xTiee-lir.g. 

Mr. Arafat b:^r told ?.■ Tu- 
tors: “V/s are still cDrt:;.*:irue: 
10 what we agreed upon vr.il. 
the Israelis, acridly con- 
cerning the let*;: (c: :c : op- 
tion) ws have Lal “.;:a2dT” 


£sr aekis wars raies umi 

' (Continued from pese ID 


&& r„ci:c 


Jerusalem. 

Israel is concerned ?des:i- 
nisas are tiring to set up a 
auasi-national presence in 
Jerusalem and has vowed in 
particular to closely spccitor 
activities at Orient Hoc»s. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has said Israel wii’« not 
aiiow the Palestinian author- 
ity to conduct business in 
Jerusalem. 
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The killfc'os were foil owed 
by threats against France, 
r.ndccaiv.st Algerian students 
. :d leacacrj returning :r. 
Septosbe: to siale high 
■ :hac!s ?.r.i universities, 
viticb ilwy coiled err ires r 
sy." 

reifies! fur-jamentai- 
isK have r.tsbr.^n!ial 

pn^gross :a ijolating the gov- 

1 ”.:.m a shaken French 
r jv-.n.iTrcc*: refused :z- aban- 
don its former colony aster 
last week’s attack — group- 
ing i:s remaining nationals in 
more ecs'ly defended stron- 
gholds — the Netherlands 
responded by closing its 
embassy and Belgium 
ordered its citizens to leave. 

Hie Llnited States remains 
but has cut down trees 
around its embassy to help 
spot potential threats. 

Remaining foreigners, re- 
duced mostly to diplomats, 

. J company workers’ and va- 
rious contractors, face coa- 
st ;m danger and need aimed 
rroieciior. to travel. 

■*?ii government is iosing 
ground, iiteraily. Areas of 
i'.rs vast North African coun- 
try, larger than r ranee, Ger- 


many a::d Spain coaiViruJ. 
ore now largely auloama.nt.s. 

Police senture lo the uiban 
strongholds of Istamfr o*;- 
tremir- cxly it. r.c..: lo.cej. 
or ?.j: at all. i-n 

rucrril’u hand.; :a .’cures 
Mountains arc made only by 
aircrati. 

Ir. the Kabylie. the moun- 
tainous region cast of 
Algiers, ethnic Berbers have 
formed self-defence groups 
to beat back forays by fun- 
damentalists seeking to seize 
village arms. 

As the bodies of the 
Frenchmen killed last week 
were given stare honours in 
Paris. Algerian Prime Minis- 
ter Mokdad Sifi called for yet 
another meeting of political panirs 
for a dialogue on ending the 
crists. 

But many were likely to 
boycott, and the leaders that 
really count — those of the 
Islamic Salvation Front — 
were uninvited, in jail. 

And the offer was unlikely 
:o sway ibe Armed Islamic 
Group, which claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack 

against the French. 

The most radical Islamic 
faction, i: said the group’s 
holy warriors carried out the 


ar.:..v. ‘ .. housing 

\ Jews and 

Cb.r»Sici' ■ Ll..;r allocated 
by the of :*pos- 

t_-v :s:y." 

.’ 4 lc.; claim, 
th:* e- .r .-:.:s:s tearing 
ti’.ems. iv..* : ^..r; ia imer- 
tjc..j!*:! . «w r ** *■.. 

The Armed •; :..tnie Group 
atiaeked the French com- 
pound tv.-c* -Java alter police 
found the Locy of one of its 
itjccis :*r.a ni:re followers 
sl:ct :o da:;»h in a cave. 

L'.u: lire groups in- 

sist they .:ra united with 
Algerians ir. seating an Isla- 
mic state. 

There it i..’> way 10 accur- 
ately measure sup pon for 
extremists, or the govern- 
ment that promised c ’‘transi- 
tion’’ to democracy within 
three yean.. 

But in an eerie echo of 
France’s Algerian war, when 
Paris insfsteJ that the 
nationalist, were r.n insignifi- 
cant minority before finally 
granting indcj'eRdunctf in 
i9ts2, Fr-.reh Interior Minis- 
ter C.i-sr.es P.a-itu;; 

“There is no support among 
the Algerian ruy.es for She 
terrorist elements.” 


Britain battles chemical, 
biological horrors of war 
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TORTL'W DOWN. Eng- 
land — Clutching a bottle 
O lire simulated nerve 
agent \ in his left hand. 
Graham Pearson said: 
■‘There is enough in here to 
l:*U o' !,(“;•.> people.” 

But tiie bottle in his right 
hand represented an even 
•:iure chilling threat: "This 

simulated tularemia — a 
bacterium that, if delivered 
:n the right conditions, 
■.•vuld infect everyone in the 
world. " 

[n a post-cold war era of 
regional c; inflicts around 
the globe, chemical and 
biological warfare are 
•-heapi r Jo launch than nuc- 
re.tr attacks anu could, with 
growing expertise, offer a 
deadly new scenario of .pia- 
stres. gr.se s end killer 
viruses. 

Dr. Pearson's job. as the 
head of Britain’s Chemical 
:"G 3ioiosicr.! Defence 
Fsiabiisttmcnt, is- 10 halt 
:!?cir spread and defend 
tree, is against tv.o of the 
Ja-ciicit and most feared 
weapons '-'f war known to 
:!UK- 

l "he estabiishmsr.r works 
‘.•i: evc;y tiling from respir- 
ator masks and chemical 
detectors to vaccines and 
arms control. With a team 
of SCO ranging from veterin- 
ary surge-ms to mathemati- 
cians, is acts as an antidote 
to a r mage d don. 

He says his establishment 
is non: vital new than eve: 
before: "Chemical cr biolo- 
gical warfare is seen as a 
way toward the poor man’s 
atomic bomb. 

“We have to continue to 


be alert. 1 worry about re 
izional conflicts because it 


could be easier for smaller 


countries to obtain chemic- 
al and biological weapons. 
They need less sophistica- 
tion than a nuclear prog- 
ramme. It’s cheaper too. 

“Anthrak, sprayed from 
the back of an aircraft on a 
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On chemical weapons, a 
recent U.S. studv pointed 
the finger of suspicion a: 
several "Middle Eastern and 
North African countries 
irorr. Israel to Libva as well 
as North Korea. Taiwan 
and China. 

Dr. Pearson said: "Rus- 
sia has a formidable che- 
mical vvaribre capability — 
4y,Xii tonnes is what they 
say they have. ’ 

The Chemical Weapons 
Convention was opened for 
signature last year. More 
Chan 150 countries have 
now signed it and ii is due 
to enter into international 
force next January. 

Britain in among those 
leading international efforts' 
10 strengthen verification 
measures under the Birin 


gical and Toxic Weapons 
Convention 


von says, g.rein.-. ire: ai roll- 
ing .::,.ssLi;d:. bathed in 
summer sunshine. 

*5 an: makes the contras; 
even more star!, when he 
take', ei.it. us s»:i a tour to 
sec i’.iiw fa: prove wive mea- 
sures have evolved uver the 
years. 

Ml- sl’.'ws os s" a black vie! 
— "the soldiei* unttaied on 
the cloth and u%ed it 10 
cover their rro*e and 
mouth.” he said of the first 
shaky attempts in i^lti. 

Tile room is full of 
ItiMvIcd if! tost s of post jgo- 
— vacant eyepieces 
stare out from gas masks 
ranging front the primitive 
J rt whey’s SK» with its soph. 
ist:..;tei; speech liaustnit- 
ter. it v.-.ss the preferred 
choice of reporters in the 
Gulf v 
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Dollar punished as mark reigns supreme 


LONDON (R) — The dollar 
extended losses against a 
rampant mark Friday and 
looks vulnerable to a further 
decline as fears of rising in- 
terest rates cotinue to grip 
financial markets, currency 
analysts said Friday. 

It lost nearly a pfenning 
from European opening 
levels to stand at 1.5520 
marks by 1200 GMT and was 


down around four pfennings 
from Thursday's European 


high. 

The selloff in the U.S. cur- 
rency was triggered by a sur- 
prise interest rate bike from' 
both Italy and Sweden on 


Thursday. The moves promp- 
ted speculation that the Ger- 
man interest rate earing pro- 
cess may have ground to a 
halt. 

The resultant exodus from 
global bond markets on the 
back of interest rate jitters 
has only served to heighten 
the German currency's 
allure. 

"There has been no 
bounce at all in the dollar. I 
would suggest that the mar- 
ket is still long (of dollars) 
and there’s still room for it to 
go down," said John Cox, 
vice-president at Bank of 
New York in London. 


“At the moment there is 
no evidence of people li- 
quidating long dollar posi- 
tions," added Mr. Cox. 

Dealers said they will be 
looking closely at next week’s 
U.S. Federal Open Market 
Committee meeting for their 
next clue to dollar direction. 

“I think the Fed (Federal 
Reserve) will raise rates next 
week but that's in the market 
— I think the Bundesbank 
won’t," said Neil Madkmnon, 
chief economist at U.S. bank 
Citibank in London. 

"Technically the move 
through 1.5730 marks opens 
up the downside for the dol- 


lar and 1 am looking for a 
move down to around the 
1.52 area," he added. 

The dollar’s misery was 
compounded by the poor de- 
mand for the last leg of the 
U.S. quarterly refunding and 
a tough defeat for President 
Bill CuntOQ over a crime bill. 

It had slipped to 99.87 yen 
earlier in foe day compared 
with 100-58 late Thursday in 
Europe. 

But foe speed of the dol- 
lar’s descent has triggered 
some talk in the market of a 
possible rescue mission by 
central banks to support foe 
ailing U.S. currency. Howev- 


er, analysts were sceptical of 
such talk, but did note that 
talk in late morning trade 
that the Bundesbank has 
been checking rates on 
dollar/mark helped foe dollar 
off session lows. 

"The Bundesbank could 
come in at any time," said 
one senior dealer at a U.S. 
bank in London. “You have 
to be careful about getting 
short down here, it’s not a 
one-way bet." 

Tbe fright into marks saw 
the German currency romp 
ahead on foe cross rates, 
crashing the lira in its wake. 
The Italian currency hit fresh 


record lows throughout the 
morning session and had 
slumped to 1026.50 per mark 
from Thursday’s 1006.20. 

The Hank of Italy raised 
discount and Lombard rates 
by half a percentage point to 
7.5 per cent and 8.5 per cent 
respectively, wfafle Sweeten 
raised the lending rate by half 
a point to 8.0 per cent and the 
central repo rate to 7.2 per 
cent. 

The Swedish crown, 
although eclipsed in the news 
stakes by tbe lira’s shnnp, lost 
further ground to stand at 
5.0200 per mark versus 
4.9685. 


Political limbo put Nordic markets in firing li ne 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Cur- 
rency speculators pounced on 
the Swedish currency Friday, 
spooked by Thursday's shock 
interest rate rise, and Nordic 
neighbours also felt the heat. 

Speculators bullied the 
crown down nearly 1.5 per 
cent past a psychological 
level of five crowns to tbe 
mark. By 1130 GMT it stood 
at 5.03, near its lowest level 
since its November 1992 
float, after ending Thursday 
at 4.96. 

"Sweden's central bank 
(Riksbank) has painted itself 
into a comer. It has shown its 


weakness by raising rates to 
defend the crown and the 
speculators will see bow far 
they can push it to see what it 
does next," a cun-ency- 
market chief trader said. 

In Sweden and Finland 
especially, the combination 
of market doubts about gov- 
ernment's ability to deal 
credibly with major economic 
problems amid political un- 
certainty, pushed already 
soggy currencies and weak 
state bonds further into the 
mire. 

Bond and currency market 
analysts said the Swedes had 


completely missed the point 
□ole 


by trying to tackle a problem 
with its roots in state borrow- 
ing by using a short-term 
monetary instrument. Some 
feared foe Finns might do the 
' same. 

“They are trying to be 
tough, but it looks more 
suicidal,’' said Lehman 
Brothers' analyst Keld Holm, 
drawing parallels with the au- 
tumn 1992 crisis when foe 


Riksbank’s attempt to defend 
>00 per < 
interest rates failed mi 


the crown with 


r cent 
miser- 
ably. 

“The Swedish central bank 


is not in touch with reality. It 
can’t be a surprise for them to 
see this reaction — they’ve 
seen it before — so it shows 
their lack of skills," he 
added. 

Virtually without excep- 
tion, economists and analysts 
say the reason for foe crown's 
weakness is a crisis of inves- 
tor confidence in Swedish 
politicians' ability to take, 
tough fiscal policy decisions 
and reduce enormous state 
debt. 

A dramatic bond-market 
boycott in July by Sweetish 
insurer Skandia, one of the 


Nordic region’s largest inves- 
tors, was perhaps foe dearest 
demonstration yet of this 
concern. 

Yet when the Riksbank 
raised its rates, governor 
Urban Backstrom said foe 
country’s prevailing political 
uncertainty, stoked by a 
genera] election on Sept. 18 
to be followed by a referen- 
dum on EU membership in 
November, had not been a 
factor. 

Mr. Backlstrom said tbe 
bank increased its central 
ret 
7. 


epo rate by 28 basis points to 
L20 per cent and its ceiling 


lending rate by half a percen- 
tage point to 8.00 per cent to 
make a preemptive strike 
against signs of rising infla- 
tion. 

Economists dismantled his 
carefully-constructed analysts 
of the external and internal 
elements in the Swedish infla- 
tion picture one by one and 
■reached another conclusion. 

“The Riksbank is seeing 
inflation ghosts that no one 
else can see," Nordbanken’s 
chief economist OUe Djerf 
said. “Tbe move is counter- 
productive and dangerous," 
he added. 


NAM experts call for 
massive debt reduction 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A 
group of Non-Aligned Move- 
ment (NAM) experts called 
Friday for a 70 per cent re- 
duction of foe foreign debt 
owed by struggling low- 
income nations. 

“Scaling down tbe debts of 
low and lower-middle in- 
come, beavily-indebied de- 
veloping countries by 70 per 
cent on average, would seem 
to be an appropriate objec- 
tive to-be aimed at in interna- 
tional debt policy," said a 
report submitted by the 
group Friday to Indonesian 
President Suharto. 

It said that the ability of 
indebted countries to resume 
economic growth through 
domestic saving, investment 
and new foreign capital in- 
flow were already limited by 
their existing debts. 

The problem is further 
aggravated by tbe competi- 
tion from eastern European 
countries in drawing assist- 
ance and investment from 
wealthier nations and orga- 
nisations, the summary said. 

“Debt reduction needs to 
be sizeable to .make a differ- 
ence to the economic future 
of low-income and lower- 
middie-rncome debt-affected 
countries," it said. 

The scaling-down should 
also be applied to all major 
types of credits — bilateral 


Simply rescheduling debts 
would only aggravate the 





official creditors, private sec- 
tor lenders and multilateral 
creditors. 

It added that private sector 
and multilateral lender, debts 
were bigger than those owed 
to official bilateral creditors, 
which foe report said were 
“not being serviced anyway 
at present. 






... 

[<:■ 


problem of poorer nations 
because of the mounting cost 
of the interest-on-interest 
effect, it said. 

It said that 32 — or two 
thirds — of the 58 heavfly- 
in deb ted countries in 1992, 
were classified as least- 
developed countries. Their 
total debt stood at $248 bil- 
lion. 

Their arrears in scheduled 
debt servicing, which the re- 
port said were a key indicator 
of a country's debt burden, 
were much higher than the 20 
per cent threshold, with 91 
per cent of them having 
arrears exceeding 50 per 
cent. 

Many of these countries,, 
with per capita income of 
between $60 tc S650, were 
already faced with negative 
growth rates, and foe severe 
difficulties they had servicing 
their debts resulted in a per- 
sistent accumulation of 
arrears. 
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Dollar expected to come under renewed pressure in coming quarters 


This report, covering tbe period from Thursday, 
Aug. 4, 1994 untO Wednesday Aug. 10, 1994, is 
provided by Naser Nabnlsi, private cheat group at 
Merrill Lynch-Dubai 


Japanese yen 


Pound sterling 


U.S. dollar 


Fundamental view: 

The dollar continues to trade well above its recent 
mid-July lows as market participants anticipate another Fed 
ti ghtening around foe time of die Aug. 16 FOMC meeting. 
We expect the dollar to come under renewed downward 
press u re in coming quarters, despite prospects for tbe Fed 
hinds rate to reach five per cent or a bit higher early next 
year. 

Against a backdrop of weak confidence in U.S. foreign 
policy and ongoing trade and capital account deficits. 


Fundamental view: 

The dollar has bounced backl to the JPY/USD 101 level 
after having plunged to foe JPY/USD % level in mid-July. 
Many analysts appear to believe that foe dollar has 
bottomed against the yen, pointing to prospects for more 
rate hikes in foe U.S., signs of a diminishing trade surplus in 
Japan, and a new stance by U.S. economic officials to talk 
up the dollar. We think foe administration and market 
participants alike win be surprised at how difficult it will be 
for foe U.S. stabilise foge dollar for the following reasons: 


poncy and ongoing trade and capital account aeucits, 
marginally higher U.S. interest rates are likely to offer scant 
attraction to foreign investors, especially Japanese, who 
have suffered massive currency losses on their dollar assets. 
We maintain 12-month targets of DM/USD 150 and 
JPY/USD 95. 


(1) Confidence in U.S. foreign policy leadership seem 
unlikely to impr ove substantially anytime soon; 

(2) Capital outflows from the U.S. are likely to persist, 
even with faagfier U.S. rates; and 

(3) the UJS. trade and the current account deficit is likely ■ 
to remain around 2% of GDP, larger than tbe appetitite of 
foreigners for U.S. assets 


Fundamental views: 

Tbe British pound held steady against the U.S. dollar in 
foe face erf dollar s tren g th against the yen and foe DM, 
continuing to trade during foe week around U.S.S/GBP 
1.S4. With die DM down againstr foe dollar, foe pound 
traded higher against the DM, at DM/GBP/2.44. The 
pound’s strength was based on market expectations of a hike 
in U.K. base rates, expectations fuelled try statements by the 
governor of Bank of England. 

We continue to expect a 50 basis point hike in U.K. base 
rates in the fourth quarter. This combined with the 50 basis 
tint cot in foe German discount rate expected after the 
>ber election should move the U.K. -German interest 


eventual test of foe 1992 highs at 139 cannot be ruled oat. - 
Similar to that of foe yen, the present question is whether a ‘ 
top is in place for the Deutschemark. We would most likely * 
need a test of or near the recent highs first. This would be 
supp o r ted by medium term momentum measures which are ■ 
starting to work off an overbought condition. Additionally, * 
sentiment measures have moved into oversold levels. 


Swiss franc 


Technical view: 

The dollar’s rebound from the record lows of July 12 could 
be developing as a sign of renewed dollar strength. Howev- 
er, until all indicators suggest so, foe recent gain is being 
viewed as a counter trend move from a heavily oversold 
condition. Moreover, some of the newspaper headline focus 
on tise fallout of foe U.S. dollar has waned and at the same 
time the U.S. dollar index has gained four per cent over the 
past four weeks, ft seems as though the decoupling between 
bonds and the dollar could be developing. This was evident 
last Friday when foe U.S. dollar remained steady despite 
U.S. bonds selling off on foe negative July U.S. employment 
figures. 

Although the obstacle for the dollar’s strength at present 
is by how much will the Fed increase interest rates, medinm 
term momentum measures need to improve some more to 
suggest that a bottom is fully in place. For now, the U.S. 
dollar should strengthen some more against the Japanese 
yen, Deutschemark, and the Swiss franc over the near term 
white the British pound should regain some momentum and 
at the same time foe Australian and Canadian dollar should 
also strengthen against foe U.S. dollar. 


Tbe tread toward reduced outflows of private sector 
capita I from Japan, associated with the collapse of foe real 
estate babble, is unlikely to end anytime soon, which should 
keep the yen stronger than other fundamentals might 
suggest Dollar weakness is likely to require periston Bank 
of Japan dollar-buying efforts in coming quarters in order to 
make up for the private sector’s unwillingness to finance 
ongoing U.S. deficits. We maintain our forecast for the yen 
to reach JPY/USD 95 in 12-months time. 


rate differential in favour of the pound. 

The pound continues to bask in impressive numbers on 
tile fundamentals in U.K., with GDP growth outpacing 
inflation, a rate occurre n ce in tbe last three decades. With 
the DM expected to strengthen against tbe U.S.S, and the 
pound to strengthen against the DM, we expect the pound 
will appreciate to 1.50 U.S.S in six to twelve months time. 
Technical view: 


Fundamental view: 

The Swiss franc held steady against the U.S.S and die 
DM. trading around SF/U.S.S 1.33 and SF/DM 0.84. 
Despite the dollar’s current strength against the Swiss franc, 
in foe longer-nm, our forecast calls for the franc to trade 
higher against the dollar, to SF/U.S.S 1.26 in twelve months. 
This is based on our forecast for continued mark strength 
against the U.S.S and the franc holding steady against the 
mark. Swiss authorities are expected to match possible 
future German rate cut to avoid any upward pressure on the 
franc. That should help tbe franc bold the tine a gainst foe 
mark. 


Technical view: 


The Japanese yen has weakened since July 12, losing 3 j 8 
per cent against the U.S. dollar. Short term momentum 
measures are still overbought to suggest that a correction 
back through 101.40 JY/U.S.S and perhaps beyond to 
106-112 is underway. Medium term moment um measures 
are also deteriorating to support the idea that a move 
towards 101.40; then 106-112 is possible over foe next few 
weeks to months. Resistance exists at 97.20 and then below 
93.00. 


Over foe past week, the British pound has gained slightly 
against the U.S. dollar. This is on foe back of a two per cent 
loss it sustained following its recent Joly 12 high of 1.57 
U.S4/GBP. Short term momentum is oversold and short 
term sentiment is also oversold to respect the possibility that 
tiie pound could challenge foe recent highs. 

Resistance does exist at 1586 U.S.S/GBP A move to that 
level would most likely serve to create an important top. 
This would be supported by deteriorating medinm term 
momentum oscillators. Support exists at 1.51 U.S.S/GBP 
and the lower end of the trading range at $1.46 is second 
support. 


Technical view: 

Along with the British pound, the Swiss franc gained 
versus foe U.S. dollar over the past week gaining slightly less 
than one per cent (.80%). However, since its July 12th high 
of 1.29 SF/U.S.S foe Swiss franc has lost 3.7% through last 
Friday. With a current price range of 1.34-1.33, the Swiss 
franc is closer to strong support levels at 138-139 then 
resistance of 1.23-136. 

Short term momentum is poor to suggest that tbe Swiss 
franc could encounter farther weakness. This would also be 


supported by poor medium term momentum measures, 
r, short 


However, short term sentiment has unproved and are 
oversold which implies any correction that does develop 
should be relatively short lived. 


Deotscbemark 


However, the present question is whether a top is in place 
for the yen. It would seem that a test near foe recent highs is 
needed before a top is firmly in place. Sentiment has become 
oversold for the first time in seven weeks. 


Technical view: 

The Deutschemark has lost 4% (since July 12 through 
Aug. 5) against foe U.S. dollar. Short term momentum is 
still overbought on the Deutschemark as a result, we should 
allow for weakness through 1.60 DM/U.SJS and also allow 
for 1.616. Deutschemark support exists at 1.49-1.52, but an 


I TCU7THE COUNSELOR 
TMAT YOU HAVE A LOT OF 
URITINS EXPERIENCE SO 
TKEY WANT YOU TO EOT 
THE CAMP NEWSPAPER 

Weil, gang, this 
has been a great 
week at camp, 
right ? 

s- ■ ' • i '!1 

Personally.I would 
rather have gone to 
Africa and been eaten 
by an elephant. 







Andy Capp 
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AS IT'S SO LATE, 
. MUM, WOULD . 
YOU UKE ANDY* 

. TO ESCORT 

you HOMEr 



HUH/ THAT'LL 36 THE 
WHEN YOU EVER NEED 
ME, EH, MISSUS ? 


TOO 

TtZUEij 



Mutton* Jeff 



MUTT, MOTVI6R IS \ 
COMING FOR DINNER../ 
PUT ON A TIE/ 






THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Tell me all about your day, hon — 
but leave out the boring parts like 
who said what and who did what." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAN£ 
I g, by Hflfirl Arnold and Mttn Ar? Irion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
are letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DELOY 


n 

□ 

□ 

m 


□ 


SELBS 




C J 


MIRAPI 


□ 




AFAIRS 


( Y \ 

[~ 


r 


LJ 

L_ 


L. 

J 



WHERE THE GYMNAST 
FOUND THE MUS-IC 
FOR HER ROUTINE. 


Now arrange the drefeti fetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— « amrrm 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: ESSAY 
Answer. 


rrcHY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
PRAYER EYELID 
Wiethe lawyers called the Bight update — 

HERE SAY 


“Feel the Power 
Within You” 


Wear our Uniquely 
designed jewelry. 


§ DAJANI’S 


Amra Hotel Shops. Amman. 



THE Daily Crossword by 


Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Colo Porter 
classic (witn 
17A) 

0 GoH bag itafc 
10 Golf hazard 

14 Danger 

15 Pleasant 

16 Pflaf mgradtem 

17 See ia 

20 Mountain in 
Trwssaiy 

21 Stupor 

22 Orchestra 
members 

23 Nolan or Mag 
25 Classifiers 
27 Most orderly 
30 Mexican mocHa 

. 31 Blue-pencils 
32 "The 
Woman — " . 
35 Dos Pas sos 
trilogy 

38 Inquisitive 

39 Items kt e 
mystery 

40 Ruler 

*1 Kind treatment 
letters 

42 Versifiers 

43 Melvin, the 
lawyer 

44 Prevaricator 
40 Attempted 
48 River m North 

Caroline 

50 Close 

51 Constructed 

52 Indten water 
comaner 

54 Existence 
58 Hopkins- 
Thonyaon tdm 
fwilfl “The") 

6’ Yemen seaport 

62 Japanese 

aboriginal . 

63 Rhone River 
feeder 

64 Social bomb 

65 Clang 
96 Curves 



t nttra MM3 Sn«n 
*» H*BWJ FWt^d 


DOWN 

1 — lacto 

2 Basketball team 


3 Baseball's 
Speaker 
4Fun- 
5 Bulking wing 
S Chilttsh 
f Ostentatious 
display 

8 Pale yellow 

9 Once called 

10 Clans 

11 Strictly 

12 Huns 

13 Favorites 

18 Harem rooms 

19 Observed 
24 Affirmative 
2B Simians 

27 Wigwam, e.a 

28 Hero s 

29 Denial 

33 Lunatic 

34 Embittered 

36 Shopper s 
delight 

37 Saharan 

39 Heart 

40 Not w*epng 


Yesterday's Paste Sohwd: 


sannn nnsn ran^n 
ranatna anao oonm 
nnoiDnnanmnnnnRn 
Bran nwino 
■ nntm moan „ 
nnnncinnro 
narara nnnnn nno 
HnnoQnftnnnnnnnn 
mao tinnnn nnmn 
nnararannn nnnnn 
nnoB nnun 
asonr] nnnn rann 

naHnanranmpinnonn 
□nnra nnnn nnnnn: 
stuom □ninn nnann 


45 


Page ol song 
Young men’s 
org 

Away from the 

shore 

Chair 

Shoe material 
Bovine name 


5i Cereal gnM 

53 A Chaptki 

55 Roman date 

56 Passenger 

57 Gazes at 
SB Short 

snooze 
60 Hurry 
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Palladium enjoys 
the summer heat 


LONDON (R) — Palladium, 
w o tf t sb oo ac by other pre- 
gffos metals, is having a re- 

■*SI 
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sith sweltering heat. 

“japan is where it's at the 
moment and that’s being 
driven primarily by electrical 
sud electronic offtake,” said 
T. Hoarc Co. metals analyst 
gbona O’Connell. 

PaQgdhnn is used in every- 
frmg from electrical and elec- 
ironic goods, snch as the cur- 
m-ut Japanese fads, to tooth 
pom gs and converters to help 
cot car pollntion. 

Its price 1ms risen to the 
tBghest in five years, finally 
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Count K IBgBK* ““““7 

tn«v? lneS- TV. bringing it to the attention of 
‘oodaisja^ SvSnt funds wtoh in the 
past have ignored it in favour 
of gold, silver and platinum. 

“Palladium is certainly the 
Savour of die month,” Mr. 
O’Connell said. 

According to analysts at 
CRU International, Japanese 
imports of palladium were 28 
per cent higher in the first 
five months of the year. In all 
■jjf 1993 the country bought a 
Record 70.46 tonnes. 

Mr. O'Connell said the 
mobile phone industry in par- 
ticular is soaking _ .up increas- 
ing Japanese imports of palia- 
efiom. 

Though the amount going into 
hot-weather gadgets in 
Japan has not yet been quan- 
tified, she said the run in 
Tokyo shops adds to die posi- 
tive sentiment in the worl- 
dwide market. 

“That’s a booming area 
and obviously it would help 
(to sustain prices) to a certain 
extent,” she said. 

At Friday’s London fixing, 
palladium was set at $152.25 
an ounce, compared with 
around $125 at die start of 
the year. 

Despite the fact that past 
rallies have been short-lived, 
market analysts expect prices- 
to stay high this rime. 

Last year, die global supp- 
ly of palladium was 4.26 mil- 
lion ounces, 125,000 ounces 
less than demand, according 
to the London-based Johnson 
kbtthey, the world’s leading 
refiner. 

“There really v demand 
out there,” said CRU Inter- 
national analyst Tony 
Warwick-Ching, “and the 
. Russians weren’t doing what 
*ihcy did last year, which is 
setting into the rallies, so the 
price continues to climb up.” 
Even with increased sup- 
plies expected from Russia 
and Sooth Africa, analysts 
were unconcerned. 

“This is a decent equilib- 
rium level, given that at the 
moment the market is very 
right,” Ms. O’Connell said. 

“The dynamics of the mar- 
ket suggest that it can easfly 
absorb any extra supply at 
the moment,” she said, not- 
ing that die European vehicle 
market was picking up and 
the Japanese market also 
looked poised for a turnar- 
ound. 

In the longer term, strict 
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Exxon 
ordered 
to pay 
fishermen 
$286. 8m 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
(AFP) — A federal jury 
Thursday ordered the Exxon 
Corporation to pay $286.8 

mithon in damages tO COTO- 

gmerdal fishermen for losses 
from die c atast rophic 1989 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

The verdict cappe d 23 d ays 
of delib erat ions on c laim s by 
more Own 10,000 fishermen 
who had sought $895 ™IBon 
from the topU.S. ofl produc- 
er to compensate for damage 
to fishing g ro u nds and fish 
prices. 

The jury rated in June that 

Exxon and the dripper of thC 

Exxon Valdez tanker reck- 
lessly caused the worst oil 
grin in U.S. history, wmea 
dumped nearly 41.6 nrififon 
titers (11 millio n gallons) of 
crude into prime fishing wa- 
ters. 

The Ha m agw i piling Thurs- 
day dosed the second phase 
of the trial, covering c laim s 
for compensation for actual 
economic losses after five 
years of cleanup, scientific 
research and legal ha g g ling - 

The jury <*fll has to decide 
bow much Exxon and the 
captain should pay in 

I putative damages, designed 
to punish and deter future 
acts. Fishermen, native Alas- 
kans, cannery workers and 
landownere are seeking SIS 
trillion. 


environmental legislation in 
California wifi increase the 
amount of palladium ne ede d 
for auto catalysts for en gine* 
Bring lead-free fheL 

California requires vehicle 
emission levels to be halved 
by 1998. The rest of die 
United States tends to follow 
California's cue and Europe 
is expected to join in about 
five years later. 

“I see growth in the use of 
all three metals (used in auto- 
catalysts to dean up car ex- 
hausts) — platinum, rhodium 
and palladium,*' Michael 
Steel, the market research 
director of Johnson Matthey, 
fold Reuters in a recent inter- 
view in Japan. 

“But g ro w t h in palladium 
seems greatest since it is 
starting from a lower base 
and you have to use more 
weight per car,” he said. 

Though most analysts fore- 
cast that the palladium price 
would reach $160 in the near 
f u t ure , they did not think it 
would cfanb higher without 
manufacture r s looking for a 
substitute, which amid in 
taro send the price back 
down. 

If the market really got its 
knickers off, I suppose it 
could have a challenge at the 
historic high of $180, but I 
don't think it would stay 
there for long,” Ms. O’Con- 
nell said. 


Prisons swelling with debt defaulters 
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UAE interior ministry urges banks to curb loans 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) interior ministry has 
issued a rare appeal for local 
banks and fm»nr*a»i firms to 
curb loans, saying its prisms 
were swelling with debt de- 
faulters. 

“The minister has noticed 
that a large n um ber of people 
have been imprisoned m debt 
cases because of their in- 
volvement in debts that sur- 
pass their financial ability,” 
the nrimstiy said in a state- 
ment published Friday in foo- 
al newspapers. 

It added toe problem was 
also dne to “toe fact that 

hankf and nthq -firnmn*! imrf 

commercial companies are 
offering large facilities to 
those people without making 
sure of their ability to repay 
on time. 

“The minist r y appeals for 
all those banks ana institu- 
tions to take tire necessary 
m easur es to make sore of the 
abifity erf their cheats to re- 
pay their debt. It also appeals 
for individuals not to get in- 
volved in transactions that 
exceed their financial capabi- 
lities,” the s t atem e nt said. 

The statement did not 
elaborate on the defaulters 
box there has been a surge in 
personal loans extended by 


banks and Other financial 
companies to offset a relative 
dedme is credits to com- 
panies m recent years. 

UAE banks have just reco- 
vered from tie problem of 
bad debts that mfriaed heavy 
losses on many of them m the 
mid-1980s ana forced some 
institutions to merge to avert 
collapse. 

The problem was caused 
by a rush in provkfing loans 
during tire ofl boom of late 
1970s and early 1980s. Many 
debtors were unable to keep 
xyments after business 
’ receded dne to a drop 
m on prices and the 1980- 
1988 Iran-Iraq war. 

The central bank, seeking 
to prevent a r epe ti t io n of toe 
problem, issued instructions 
to the 47 banks last year 
setting a ceiling of credits to 
cowi pa m*^ and individuals. 

Meanwhile, low interest 
rates have forced UAE 
national ba^w to rits h theiT 
deposits with banks abroad 


and switch to stocks and 
other investments. 

The c en t ra l bank said that 
deposits by the 19 local 
banks, invested mostly is 
Japan, Switzerland, France, 
the United States and other 
industrial countries, plunged 
to 323 bifiioa dirhams ($8.85 
trillion) in March from 41.9 
billion dirhams ($11.4 bfilkm) 
at toe end of 1992. 

The bank said in a study 
that their investments in 
stocks and bonds surged to 
6.45 bfflfon dirhams ($1.75 
billion) from 4.2 billion 
dirhams ($1.14 billion). 

The HMhw jn hank de- 
posits poshed down their tot- 
al foreign assets to 49.1 bil- 
lion dirhams ($13.37 billion) 
from 55.9 MIHon dirhams 
($15.23 bifiioa) in the same 
period, the study said. 

Total assets, including 
foreign and internal assets, 
remained abnnut unchanged 
at around 116 billion dirhams 
($31.6 bifiioa). 


"It is normal that toe banks 
shift to other investment in- 
struments to ensure higher 
profits,” a UAE bank mana- 
ger told AFP. “Apart from' 
stocks, investments were also 
concentrated in local cre- 
dits.” 

Central bank figures 
showed credits and loans pro- 
vided by the national banks 
to the local market soared to 
55.7 billion dirhams ($15.17 
billion) by March from 48.6 
billion dirhams ($13.24 bfl- 
tion) by toe end of 1992. 

• wen the absence of other 
major business opportunities 
in the region, their domestic 
investments rose to only 1.22 
biDion dirhams ($332 m3Hon) 
from 1.11 billion dirhams 
($302 million). 

Credits to the external 
market, included in the fore- 
ign assets also remained 
almost unchanged at nearly 
8.6 billion dirhams ($2.43 bil- 
lion) while investments in 
other foreign sectors in- 


creased to around 1.23 billion 
dirhams ($335 million) from 
1.18 billion dirhams ($321 
million). 

The switch from overseas 
bank deposits and the surge 
in domestic credits, caused by 
an economic upswing in toe 
Gulf, enabled focal banks to 
make record profits of $403' 
million in 1993. 

“Another record perform- 
ance is expected this year as 
there is big demand for cre- 
dits,” a UAE banker said. 
“What also helps us is toe 
widening gap between in- 
terest rates on deposits and 
loans.” 

The central bank said last 
week it had also dashed its 
own deposits with foreign 
banks to invest in govern- 
ment bonds and bilb. It said 
this had boosted its net pro- 
fits by 35.7 per cent to around 
S218 milli on in 1993 from 
$160.6 million in 1992. 

The central b ank report 
showed focal banks were not 


affected by ton tW % f fa J- 
interest rates locifiv^fae ' : 
collapse of toe Ba&oiCfe. • 
dit and Commerce hBcmfr= 
rional, which was cotitftofr 
by the UAE emirate otffei 
Dhabi. . 

Deposits with toe 19 bsiofo - 
fell slightly to 68.1 bilbo*:-, 
dirhams ($16.8 billion) in 
March from 62.3 billion 
dirhams ($16.97 billion) in 
March 1992, according to the 
report. 

Unlike national banks, ex- 
ternal assets of toe 28 foreign 
banks based in the UAE in- 
creased to 14.4 billion 
dirhams (S3.9 billion) from 
12.5 billion dirhams ($3.4 bil- 
lion). The increase was main- 
ly due to 8 rise in bank 
deposits to $2.61 bifiioa from 
$2.2 billion. 

The report showed a large 
increase in credits by the 
foreign hanks over the past 
two years but they virtually 
had no investments in the 
focal market. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 
rates for leamng 

- Following axe the buying and selling 
world curreodes and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on toe Loudon Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 

U.S. $1.00 oosts 

1.3828/38 

Canadian dofiar 


T. 5510/20 

Deutschemarics 


1.7428/38 

Dutch guilders 


13015/25 

Swiss francs 


32.04/08 

Belgian francs 


53290/40 

French francs 


15873/8.8 

Italian fire 


99.68HS 

Japanese yen 


7.7887/87 

Swedish crowns 


6.8320/70 

Norwegian crowns 


6.168/74 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$13460/70 


One ounce of gold $377.70370) 



THE GALLERY 


o'ldhilk invites yon !o a special 
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DIANA SHAMOUNKI 

On display 14th through 24th Aug. 94 
Open dail\ <X am - 7 pm . Closed Friday 
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Couples or Mixed (lumps Onlv 

Tel. 639198 




Tim Flnt Oh HoM hi 
_ _ <wmb t hu bm $ , 
KtiriMMtto In twv loom.. 1 
"SbMMft T.V, RacaptiocT 


DAifOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 607193 

P.O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

IdMl Rt^dence Foe 
Expatrataumcl 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongottaQBartequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
, specialities 

Opn daily 12 riX) - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - Nfidnigbt 
V Air Corxfitioned Hall / 


n 

The first 1 best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1 si Circle. Mai Amman, near 
Ahbyyah Girls School 

Tatonnqr banHaWt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7.-00 — Midnight . 

T0L63$m 


FOR RENT- 

:> Consultants ,v: 
v?“T8h58298 82?^( 
Fax. 629883 


■ Confomwy wiiti ine safety stan- 
dards EN 60-132 and IEC 432 
- LEUCl quality sysiem in accord-1 
ance witn the siandands ISO 90i>3| 

Tel. 613746 - 613622 


TELEPHONE 4815987 


SELECT HOTEL 



•* ' J * 


/.J* V 

Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

eGrEsCo BaR 


@ Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal AI Webdeh/Tel.637 10 1/637 102 
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WORLD BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Cuban star defects in Canada 


TORONTO (AFP) — Star 
Cuban basketball centre 
Richard Matienzo defected 
here Thursday, saying he was 
tired of living in poverty to 
benefit the government. 

Matienzo, here for the 
World Basketball Cham- 
pionshi ps, re quested political 
refugee status in Canada af- 
ter leaving the Cuban delega- 

I just decided there was 
pone abuse and pure expioita- 
oOn lor the goal of nothing. It 
was_ pure propaganda,” 
Mahenzo told the Toronto 
Star, which began looking 
®ner him once told of his 
situation. 

The most valuable player 
and top scorer in Cuba’s bas- 
ketball league last season de- 
parted only with what he 
wore, shorts and a T-shirt 
pins basketball shoes. The 
paper paid for new apparel 
Thursday. 

“I have more pride in 
being myself than I was ever 
granted by the government,” 
Matienzo said. “For the first 
time in my life, I feel like a 
person and I deserve to live 


for something other than the 
government." 

Matienzo escaped late 
Wednesday with the help of 
Alfredo Jordan, a Toronto 
shop owner who came to 
Canada from Cuba 12 years 
ago. The departure fulfilled 
his other's request he depart 
their Havana shack, which he 
said had no bathroom or 
kitchen. Matienzo said he 
fears for the two sons, five 
siblings, mother and girl- 
friend he leaves behind. 

'Tm worried the backlash 

will be tremendous, but I feel 
confident because this is what 
my family wanted,” he said. 
"My family will take the bur- 
den that has to be taken. I 
had to walk away. My defec- 
tion is going to create a lot of 
chaos. I believe the cheers of 
fans will be behind me all tbe 
way." 

Matienzo follows his father 
Julio, who defected to the 
United States in 1980, and 
ex-Cuban centre Andres 
Guibert, who defected in 
Puerto Rico last year at a 
qualifying event for the world 


finals. A total of 42 Cubans 
defected there. 

Matienzo, 25, said he 
dreams of playing in tbe 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) like Guibert, 
who played five games for 
lowly Minnesota late last sea- 
son. 

Matienozo played 164 mi- 
nutes in Cuba's first five 
games here this week. With- 
out him, Cuba lost 86-74 
Thursday to Germany in a 

consolation round match, en- 
suring a bottom-four finish in 
the 16-team event. 

“Our team, just like with a 
revolution, approached the 
game with conviction and 
strength and we went to play 
the game regardless of wbat 
happened,” Cuba coach 
Miguel Calderon Gomez 
said. 

Matienzo was last seen by 
Gomez while watching 
videotapes of Germany's 
game with Brazil. 

“We have no information 
regarding him,” Gomez said. 
“He left the hotel with some 
friends and has not come 


back.” 

Brian Cooper, vice presi- 
dent of the tournament, said 
he was satisfi ed Matienzo de- 
parted without enticement 
and was safe. 

“Contract was instigated 
by the player himself,” Coop- 
er said, “l felt very comfort- 
able that he did this of his 
own free will. Without a 
doubt. Through our security 
forces we had a special im- 
migration official on call 24 
hours for such a situation.” 

“We certainly were not 
persuading or dissuading any- 
one. But we were prepared,” 
Cooper said. 

Matienzo’s 94 points in five 
games were a team-high. His 
25 rebounds were third-best 
on tbe club, and his 24-for-28 
free-throw showing paces 
Cuba. 

Matienzo, who stands 202 
cm and weighs 96 kg, has 
been a member of the Cuban 
national team since 1990. He 
played against the original 
Dream Team in their first 
game at the 1992 Olympic 
qualifying tournament. 


Cold war’s end has not cooled 
ardour of U.S.- Russia match 


TORONTO (AP) — The 
passage of time, the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and the 
end of tbe cold war have 
cooled most of the passion 
that might otherwise accom- 
pany a U.S.-Russia basket- 
ball game. 

* Not aD of it. Reggie Miller, 
who probably doesn’t know 
much about tbe first time the 
Americans lost to the Soviets 
in 1972, is thinking about a 
payback for something more 
recent, last month’s Goodwill 
Games. 

“We're really looking for- 
ward to playing Russia,” said 
Miller, whose 3-point shoot- 
ing has started U.S. rallies in 
die last two games- “That’s 
one game that was marked on 
onr schedules before this be- 
gan. 

“We saw how they pushed 
around oar young boys over 
there in Russia. We’re send- 
ing in their big brothers. Let’s 
see if they do all that poshing 
now.” 

Tbe senior citizen of 
Dream Team H, Dominiqoe 
Wilkins, was just 11 years old 
at tbe time of the controver- 
sial 1972 Olympics gam e in 
which the Soviet Union won 
in the final second. That de- 
feat was so painful the U.S. 
players even today refuse to. 
accept their silver medal. 

Another loss to the Soviets 
ih tire 1988 Olympics was not 
so infamous; there was no 
doubt it was fair and square. 
Bat that defeat, as much as 


any of the others by U.S. 
college players, led to tbe 
acceptance of NBA stars in 
international competitions 
like the world championship 
of basketball. 

Dream Team Q was to play 
Russia late Friday night in a 
game that’s essentially 
meaningless, because both 
teams already have clinched 
berths in Saturday’s semifin- 
als. But a loss is unthinkable 
to the Americans, who are 
expected not just to win a 
gold medal, bat to demonic 

“We don’t hold any 
grudges,” coach Don Nelson 
said after practice Thursday. 
“The *72 less was hard to 
swallow, but in *88, we lost to 
a great Soviet team that just 
overmatched oar best college 
players.” 

The U.S. team has won 
three of five games by more 
thaw 50 points, inrinHwig Hip 
latf two against Australia and 
Puerto Rico, which was cons- 
idered a medal contender af- 
ter winning the Goodwill 
Games. Russia and Croatia 
both are undefeated after five 
les, and Greece, the 
semifinalist, is 4-1. 

“History doesn’t matter at 
this point,” Nelson said. “We 
realise that Russia is a good 
team and capable of winning 
the gold medal. We regard 
them and Croatia as the best 
tarns. We respect the Russian 
team They are playing some 
of the best ball they have 
played in a long time. We are 


taking that game very 
seriously.” 

In the quarterfinal round, 
while Dream Team II beat 
Australia by 56 and Puerto 
Rico by 51, Russia beat those 
same teams by 27 and 15 
points. 

“Russia is dose to being as 
good as anybody in this 
tournament, with the excep- 
tion of ns, bat we have to go 
out and prove it again,” Nel- 
son said. “We don’t want to 
get a false sense of security 
now that we’re playing 
higher-caliber teams.” 

Nelson’s biggest problem 
so far has been keeping 12 
NBA all-stars happy with 
ftipir playing time Dream 
Team I coach Chock Daly, 
asked wbat advice we gave 
Nelson, said to him, “get a 
stopwatch.” 

“You can really only day 
10 guys in a game, so there 
are going to be two 
people every game.” N< 
said. “As a former player, I 
would rather not play at all 
than three or four minutes, 
and I considered doing that. 
Bat the coaching staff de- 
cided not to do that, so every- 
one usually has played at 
least a little bit.” 

But Wednesday night 
against Puerto Rico, ca p t ai n 
Joe Dmnars, who went into 
tbe game ranked third on tbe 
team in minutes with 21.3, 
did not play at alL He is tbe 
only player who hasn’t 
appeared in every game. 


Egyptian 

player 

tests 

positive 

for 

steroids 

TORONTO (AFP) — Egyp- 
tian forward Ashraf Moham- 
mad tested positive for ster- 
oids here at the World Bas- 
ketball Championships, offi- 
cials said Thursday. 

Ashraf was suspended for 
the remainder of the tourna- 
ment for the violation. 

His steroid-laden urine 
sample was taken last Thurs- 
day, tbe opening day of the 
tournament, following a 102- 
74 loss to Puerto Rico. 

Mohammad faces a two- 
year suspension for his first 
infraction; with a second 
bringing a lifetime ban. The 
Egyptian delegation has the 
right to ask for a second test 
from another sample. 

Tbe performance enhan- 
cers were of little aid to the 
Egyptian team, which bas 
lost all six games played so 
far. That included an 89-81 
defeat Thursday at the hands 
of South Korea. Mohammad 
did not play. 

Mohammad averaged six 
points a game and 20 minutes 
of playing time through five 
contests. 


Faisali 


wins 
Cup 
Winners 


Cup 


Al Faisalf s captain Jamal Abu Abed rases the 
Cop W inner s Cup after receiving it from BBs 
Royal Highness Prince Abdullah. Below, Al 


Fabali’s goalkeeper Raed Ahmad catches the 
ball as players from both teams look on 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Al 
Faisali Friday wot Jordan s 
Cup Winners Cup title af- 
ter beating Al Ramtba in a 
soccer matc-h held at Al 
Hussein Youth City’s Am- 
man International Stadium 
in the presence of His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, several officials 
and around 5,000 fans. 

His Royal Highness pre- 
sented the cup to Al Faisa- 
li’s captain Jamal Abu 
Abed. 

Tbe match’s only goal 
was scored the 55th minute 
of tbe match by Al Faisali’s 
Jiryes Tadros, season's top 
scorer. 

The Cup Winners Cup 
match usually marks the 
beginning of the annual 
soccer competitions and is 
usually played between the 
winners of tbe League 
cham pionship and the Jor- 
dan Cup tournament. 

Al Faisali captured both 
titles last season and thus 
had to play tbe match with 
the Jordan’s Cop runners- 
up Al Ramtha. 

Sunday, the first of the 
season’s championships, 
the Jordan Soccer Federa- 
tion Shield, kicks off when 
Wihdat plays newcomers 
Kafr Soom and Jazireh 
meets Al Jeel. 


Seville opens bidding for 
‘99 world championships 


HELSINKI (R) — Seville, 
where temperatures regularly 
reach 40 Celsius in the sum- 
mer, has bid to stage the 
world athletics cham- 
pionships in 1999, Primo 
Nebiolo, President of the 
sport’s governing body, said 
Friday. 

Nebiolo, head of the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF), said at a 
news conference that the 
Spanish dty, which hosted 
the 1991 world indoor, chain. 
{Honslnps, was the only defi- 
nite bidder to date. - 

“There have been plenty of 
rumours about other cities 
bidding for the 1999 cham- 
inducting London, 
riiBff Athens, but Seville 
is tiie only one so far,” he 
said. 

Referring to a possible bid 


from the French capital, 
Nebiolo said: “This is our 
dream because Paris is always 
Paris, no?” 

But he conceded Paris 
might delay a bid until early 
in the next century because 
the soccer World Cup will be 
staged in France in 1996. 

The decision on the 1999 
event will be taken at next 
year’s world championships 
m Gothenburg, Sweden. 

The 1997 championships 
are set for Mexico City. 

Nebiolo also said the 
IAAF was considering ex- 
panding its grand prix series 
which has been sponsored by 
Mobil since 1985. 

“We are studying the pos- 
sibilities of inducting cities 
like New Delhi, Tokyo and 
Sydney on the calendar,” he 
said. 


Congress looks at U.S. Olympic Committee 
handling of skater Tonya Harding case 


WASHINGTON (AP) — It 
took 4 boms, 25 mmoles, bat 
a Senate committee finally 
asked the biggest Olympic 
question Thursday: 

Why didn’t you get rid of 
figure skater Tonya Harding 
after die was implicated in 
tbe attack on rival Nancy 
Kerrigan? 

“It was a blot on our his- 
tory of participation in tbe 
Olympics,” Sen. Ted Stevens 
told Harvey Schiller, the ex- 
ecutive director of the U.S. 
Olympic Committee 
(USOQ- “But I guess it was 


group members, does not 
police itscifweH and has done 
nothing to improve the de- 


Coming late on a sultry day 
on Capitol Hill, Stevens’ 
statement was perhaps tbe 
most exerting moment in an 
afternoon of hearings on 
possible revisions of the 
Amateur Sports Act of 1978, 
the federal law that governs 
Olympic sports in tbe United 
States. 

The Senate commerce 
committee heard from a 
dozen witnesses that the 16- 
year-old law is basically OK. 

But witnesses also said that 
Olympic community in the 
United States still contains 
too few women and minority 


of the nation’s children while 
draining out a few high- 
priced super st a rs. 

The law, which Stevens’ 
wrote, helped dear up the 
mess of competing jurisdic- 
tions in U.S. amateur sports 
and gave the USOC sweeping 
powrs to put together teams 
for tbe Olympics and other 
international sports events. 

When the law was enacted, 
however, there had never 
been anything dose to tbe 
soap opera of Tonya and 
Nancy. 

Harding, of co ur s e , was 
allowed to compete in the 
winter games in IiBeham- 
mer, Norway, last February, 
despite USOC efforts to kick 
her off tiie Olympic team 
amid growing evidence of her 
involvement in the attack on 
figure skating rival Nancy 
Kerrigan. 

Schiller said tiie USOC did 
all it could — or felt comfort- 
ably able to do — under its 
own bylaws and tiie law the 
committee was discussing. 

Since the attack occurred 



Tonya Hardmg 

during the national figure 
skating championships, Schil- 
ler said, the USOC did not 
have direct control over 
Handing, even though time 
championships picked the 
Olympic figure skating team. 

A blue-ribbon panel is re- 
viewing tiie situation and is 
expected to recommend a 
code of conduct for all poten- 
tial U.S. Olympians, Schiller 
said. Stevens applauded that 


effort. 

T support the concept of an 
Olympic code of conduct, an 
Olympian creed, something a 
person swears to,” the Alas- 
ka Republican said. “It 
would deal with fair play and 
sportsmanship, and should 
provide instant censure as 
soon as the athlete doesn't 
live up to the code. The 
athlete would be expelled 
from the process.” 



Nancy Kerrigan 


FURNISHED APARTMENT TO LET 

2 bedrooms, 2 sitting salons, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, 
veranda..., fully furnished and equipped in excellent 
condition, fitted carpet, central heating, private 
telephone, intercom.... Location: Shmeisani, near 
Birds Garden. 

Contact: 603267 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Good furnished, one large bedroom, sitting and 
dining room with central heating and good location 
in Jaba! Al Weibdeh, beside Terra Sancta College. 

Tel.: 639877 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Newlv-built — land area 1040m 2 — building area 
355m 2 . Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large 
living room, salon and dining room, 2 terraces, 
kitchen, washing room, "me basement has store and 
maid's room. 

Please call: 614597 


USED FURNITURE FOR SALE 

Full house furniture, Swedish “IKEA", electrical 
equipments, full computer system, Orgon eastern & 


western. 


House after 7:00 p-m. 685079 
Work: 618730/1 Amgad. 


FURNISHED FLAT 
TO LET 

First floor, large sitting dining area, 2 bedrooms, 
kitchen, bathroom, telephone, central heating, car 
park. Shmeisani location, Tyche hotel area. 

Tel.: 601795 


Deluxe Furnished Flat For Rent 

In Shmeisani in a 2-floor bldg. Consists of three bedrooms 
(one master), three bathrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
salon and kitchen. Has a separate central heating water 
well, covered garage, intercom, elevator, telephone TV 
and video. Location: Next to the Health Club of Tvche 
Hotel. Annual Rent JD 6.000. 7 

Contact 638074 FadL After 6 p.m. Tel. 664082. 


Perec completes full circle at 
European Championships 


HELSINKI, Finland (AP) — 
France's Marie-Jose Perec 
completed the circle with a 
lap around the trade. 

In 1990 as a beginner in the 
400 metres, she : scored her 
first success with a third in 
the European Cham- 
pionships. The following year 
she became World champ ion 
and the year after that she 
was the Olympic gold medal- 
ist. 

Now she returned to tbe 
European meet and added 
the missing gold medal to her 
collection Thursday with an 
easy victory in 50.33 seconds. 

“It was the first gold medal for 
France here but they need 
more of them,” Perec said. 

It was a comeback of sorts 
for Perec. 

She fell out of favour with 
the French track authorities 
and moved to the United 
States to train in Los Angeles 
under famed coach John 
Smith. Then, in returning to 
France, she had a toe injury 
moving furniture and mi«sp.H 
a couple meets, including tiie 
French championships. 


Perec said she was moti- 
vated to do well after her 
teammate, Stephane Diaga- 
na, lost in the 400 hurdles. 

“Yesterday I felt sony for 
Diagana,” Perec said. “I 
hope this will boost France to 
more success.” 

With three victories in the 
three major championships, 
Perec said she may change 
events. “Maybe I will move 
to die 400-metre hurdles,” 
Perec said. “I think I can 
really do something good ^ 

there.” 

In other events, Irina Pri- 
valova of Russia became tiie 
first double winner as she 
raptured the women's 200 
tide to go along with her 100 
victory and Norway’s Geir 
Mocn took the men’s 200 in 
20.30. Britain’s Linford 
Christie, the 100 champion, 
did not ran the event. 

Rodion Gataullin of Russia 
defended his pole vault 
crown with a top clearance erf 
6.00 metres in die place of 
the another fop competitor. 
Sergei Bubka. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
'593 Ticww mom Sow, inc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AK86 CA9873 <>54 +96 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 ? Pass 2 v Pass 

5 

What do you bid now? 

A.— In the good old days you 
would .«pen one spade anH have an 
easy two- heart rebid. Now your im- 
paled nn one of the dilemmas of a 
five-card major system. Since two 
Bpades would be a reverse, you are 
forced to rebid two hearts despite 
tbe anemic quality of tbe suit. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, vou 
bold: 

♦J532 TQJ L-AKQI02 *54 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 7 Pass 2 v 

2 r Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — If you believe that partner 
promises a si* -card suit on this auc- 
tion. see the previous problem. 
Since partner might have a four- 
card spade suit, the way to continue 
is to bid two spades. 

Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AJ98763 ?3 vKJ6 +85 
The bidding bas proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass IT ? 

What action do you take? 
A.--Since partner has passed, we 
would give up all thoughts of game. 
Therefore, to make life as difficult 
as possible for our opponents we 
would opt to preempt with three 
spades. One spade would be a dis- 
tant second choice. 

Q.4--Nrither vulnerable, aa South 
you hoi* 


+AKJ6 7A1062 CK1075 +6 
The bidding bas proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 •> Pass 3 Pass 

3 + Pass 3 NT Pass 

* 

•—Limit raise, 10-12 points 
What do you bid now? 

A.— While we won't argue with a 
pass, we feel the hand is worth one 
' more move toward slam. Tbe obvi- 
ous way to accomplish that is to 
cue-bid four hearts. If partner can’t 
cooperate, five diamonds should be 
safe. 

Q.5 — East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+A6 7963 >4 +A986532 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A. — With Buch length in dubSi it » 
tempting to elect to play in five 
dubs and give up all thought of 
alternative contracts. However, you 
could conceivably have three losers 
at a dub contract, so we would set- 
tle for three no trump — the clubs 
will be a source of tricks with the 
see of spades as an entry, if 
necessary. 

Q.6 — Ab South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦3 TA 1084 32 0876 +QB5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 Pass 

2 * Pass 3 C Pass 

3 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A- — You have already shown a six- 
card heart suit by rebidding three 
hearts and partner has firmly re- 
jected four beam as a possible 
game. With tiie queen in partner 1 * 
primary suit, there’s no reason why 
you should want to do anyth*#* 0 * 11 ' 
er than pass. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty free BMW 3201. Colour black, model: 1984, 
computerised, air condition, stereo, electric minors. 

If Interested, please call 683796 
(Eng. George) 
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Cantona gets three- match ban 
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I0NDON (AFP) — Eric 
Cantona has received a three 
match suspension for his 
sending off in Manchester 
United’s friendly match at 
Glasgow Rangers last week. 

However, the French cap- 
tain will be available for Un- 
ited’s Charity Shield nwfqh 
against Blackburn Rovers, 
the. traditional curtain-raiser 
to- the 1 , season, at Wembley 
Sunday. 

The striker, already fined 
around £20,000 by ha dab, 
was (fisnnssed by Scottish re- 
feree Andrew Waddell for a 
two-footed hinge at Rangers 
defender Steven Pressley. 

Controversial Cantona had 
been booked for dissent only 
mznntes before and there was 
doubt over whether he had 
been dismissed for the foul 
itself, or for a second book- 
able offen c e, which would 
have carried a shorter ban. 

The bad news was con- 
firmed when the Football 
Association contacted United' 


Friday, which means the 
striker will miss the opening 
match at home to Queens 
Park Rangers next Saturday 


Forest ant Tottenham the fol- 
lowing week. 

Cantona is further bann ed 
for United's first four g a m e s 
in the European Cop, haring 
been seen off at the end of 
the ill -feted matrfi a pm«» 
Galatasaiay in TnrV^y lacy ffft . 
son. 

United’s England midfiel- 
der Paul luce has recovered 
from a knee i n ju r y m tim? to 
take his place at Wembley. 

Manager Alex Ferguson, 
who has allowed Republic of 
Ireland international Denis 
Irwin and Roy Xiaiy tiro- 
off to recover from the World 
Cop, will give £L2 naDkra 
d efend er David May his com- 
petitive debut agttfrret hk for- 
mer dub. 

May will replace injured 
England right bade Paul Par- 
ker, with winger Lee Sharpe 


switching to left-back. 

Blackburn are without 
Alan Shearer, Mike Newell 
and Kevin Gallacher up 
front, while En gland midfiel- 
der David Batty is a long- 
term absentee with a foot 
injury. 

Manager Kenny Dalglish 
has not counted out Sve- 
mil lion -pound-man Chris 
Sutton, although the British 
record signing is struggling 
with a viral com plaint. 

Meanwhile, prospective 
strikmgpartner Alan wearer 
has denied rumours that he is 
suffering fro m the liver dis- 
ease hepatitis A and could be 
out for months. 

_ The EngbmH forward in- 
sisted be was the victim of an 
infection from eating under- 
cooked seafood on holiday in 
Portugal, and said be could 
return to the g a r nf within 


Shearer' said: *Tm young 
and fit and already fed 100 
per cent.” 


Navratilova upset 
in L.A. Virgina Slims 


MANHATTAN BEACH. 
Calif. (AP) — Ann Gross- 
man survived two match 
points and 46 degree Celsius 
(115 Fahrenheit) heat to beat 
no. 2 Martina Navratilova 
4-6, 7-5, 6-4 Thursday in the 
third round of the Virgina 
Slims of Los Angeles. 

Top-seeded Conchita Mar- 
tinez of Spain routed Elena 
Likbovtseva of Kazakhstan 
6-0, ' 6-0 in 49 minutes to 
advance to the quarterfinals. 

Grossman's friends en- 
couraged her with shouts of 
“no fear" after she lost the 
first set and faced two match 
points in the second set on 
the hardcourts at Manha ttan 
Country Club. 

“Sometimes when I play 
top players I get scared, but X 
knew if I kept the ball deep I 
had a chance,” said Gross- 
man, a six-year pro whose 
highest world ranking was 
so. 29 last summer. “She is a 
legend and I told her after the 
match that she gave me a gift 
.today by making my dream 
come' true. " 

. Navratilova led 5-4 and 
bad double match point on 
Grossman’s serve when con- 
troversy developed. Navrati- 
lova’s backhand service re- 
turn was called long and 
umpire Donna Ring did not 
overrule, giving Grossman 
the advantage. Then Navrati- 
lova’s forehand volley sailed 
long and Grossman tied the 
set 5-5. 

“I never had a worse no- 
overrule in my life,’ said Nav- 
ratilova, who argued briefly 
with Ring. “I didn’t even 
have enough energy to get 
mad.” 

Navratilova said she only 
had about three hours sleep 



Martina Navratilova 

after playing a doubles match 
that ended at 11 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

“I drink it finally caught up 
with me. I just couldn’t go,” 
she said. “It’s always hard to 
lose, especially the way I 
did." 

Navratilova, 37, was mak- 
ing her final singles appear- 
ance in Manhattan beach, 
where she won eight titles, 
including the last two years. 

Grossman advanced to the 
quarterfinals against no. 5 
Zina Garrison- Jackson, a 7- 
5, 1-6, 6-4 winner over no. 9 
Nathalie Tauziat of France. 

likbovtseva beat Gigi Fer- 
nandez and no. 16 Pam Shriv- 
er in the first two rounds, but 
had no luck against Martinez. 


She felled to capitalise on two 
break points against Martinez 
in die third game of the first 
set, and never mounted a 
■challenge. 

“I can’t remember the last 
time I won love and love," 
Martinez said. “It was more 
me not pairing any mis- 
takes.” 

Other winners Thursday 
were: “No. 4 Jana Novotna 
of the Czech Republic over 
13th-seed Patty Fendick 6-3, 
7-5, no. 7 Julie Halard of 
France over Angelica Gaval- 
don 6-4, 6-3;. no. 8 Sabine 
Appehnans of Belgium over 
Sandxine Tested of France 
5-7, 6-1, 7-5 and Patricia Hy 
of Canada over no. 15 
Kimberly Po, 7-5, 64). 


Italy 
appeals 
decision 
to scrub 

Monza 

race 

ROME (R) — The Italian 
government Friday urged the 
International Motoring Fed- 
eration (FIA) to reverse its 
decision to cancel the 1994 
Italian Grand Prix on safety 
grounds. 

Cabinet under-secretary 
Gianni Letta wrote to FIA 
President Max Mosley on be- 
half of Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi, appealing 
to the FIA to find a solution 
to ensure the race was run as 
scheduled Sept. Zl. 

FIA announced earlier Fri- 
day that the 65-year-old race 
had been removed from the 
calender because of doubts 
over whether the Italian au- 
thorities would authorise the 
agreed safety work. 

Plans to modify the track 
involve the felling of around 
100 trees in a Royal Park and 
have sparked protests by en- 
vironmentalists. An Italian 
government official this week 
refused to allow permission 
for work to begin. 

Letta said the race could 
still be saved by bnilding in 
“one or more chicanes” to 
reduce speed as had been 
done at other circuits. 

Safety has become a prior- 
ity in Formula One after Ayr- 
ton Senna of Brazil and Au- 
strian Roland Ratzenberger 
died earlier this year during 
the San Marino Grand Prix in 
the Italian town of Imola. 

In Italy, race oganisers 
lambasted Prime Minister Sil- 
vio Berlusconi, who already 
feces a crisis as investors have 
taken fright at squabbling 
within his fraying coalition, 
for failing to ensure the Ita- 
lian Grand Prix took place. 

“This (decision) shows that 
the government, has acted 
with complete irresponsibil- 
ity,” said Paolo Anigoni, 
president of the Lombardy 
regional council. 

In a meeting late Thurs- 
day, Arrignoi met cabinet 
under-secretary Gianni Let- 
ta, who promised the race 
would take place and pre- 
sented a plan to make the 
track safer without cutting 
down trees. 

“I don’t know if the FIA 
have heard the appeal made 
by the government last 
night,” Arrignoi said. “If 
not, then perhaps there is still 
time to change their minds. 

“In any case, Berlusconi’s 
reputation is riding on his_ 
ability to defend the grand' 
prix,” he said, 

Monza mayor Aldo Molti- 
fiori was equally harsh with 
the prime minister. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

INDEPENDENCE DAY OF INDIA 

To mark' the 47th anniversary of Independence 
Day of India, a flag-hoisting ceremony will be 
held on Monday, Aug. 15; 1994, at 10 a.m. at 
the premises of the embassy of India, 1st Circle, 
Jabai Amman. All Indians with their families 
are cordially invited to attend the function. 




SEMI-DETACHED VILLAS 
FOB SALE! 

Semi-villa in Marj Ai Hamam — Amman 
either skeleton or finished work with deluxe 
specification. . 

Each villa has two storeys and net area of 
240m 2 . with separate service facilities. 

For inquiry! please call 696879 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN JORDAN 


AVAILABLE CLASSIC RADIO 

IN EXCELLENT CONDITION: 


MARCONI, PHILLIPS, MURPHY, 
HIS MASTER‘5 VOICE.EKCO, 
GRUNDING.GREATZ.PYE.WEGA, 
LUXUR.TELEFUNKEN.MARELU. 

VIEWING BY APPOINTMEN ONLY 
PLEA5E CALL TEUG59220 
DO NOT MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY 

ABLA & ANTAR 
JABAL EL WEIBDEH BEHIND THE 
'FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER 


Special offer 

House (Villa) 

For Sale or Rent 
Jabai Al Weibdeh 

Total area 205m 2 , on 400m z land, 3 bed- 
rooms, one living room, large reception 
area with dining room, 2 bathrooms, central 
heating and solar heater, nice patio with 
green front garden, and garage for one car. 
Most suitable as family house or offices for 
trading or engineering companies. 

For further information, please call 
owner at 638946 


Germany’s Schumacher takes pole 
position at Hungarian Grand Prix 


BUDAPEST (R) — World 
championship leader Michael 
Schumacher Friday shrugged 
aside the controversy and 
problems surrounding him- 
self and the Benetton team to 
claim provisional pole posi- 
tion for Sunday's Hungarian 
Grand Prix. 

The 25-year-old German, 
showing all his familiar skill 
and commitment, clocked a 
best time of one minute 

19.479 seconds on the twist- 
ing and dusty Hungaroring 
circuit north of Budapest and 
gained the edge on rival 
Damon Hill. 

Hill, the most serious 
threat to Schumacher's hope 
of hanging on to his runaway 
leadership of the drivers’ title 
race, was second-fast ahead 
of his Williams team mate, 
fellow Briton David Coul- 
thard. 

Coulthard shared the 
second row of the overnight 
grid with another Briton. 
Martin Brundle, who showed 
much-improved form in his 
Peugeot-powered McLaren. 

Schumacher’s display of 
authority will have done the 
Benetton team a power of 
good on a day when they 
issued yet another statement 
in their running argument 
with the ruling body, the 
International Motoring Fed- 
eration (FIA). 

Benetton were charged 
Wednesday with tampering 
with their refuelling rigs and 
removing a filler before the 
German Grand prix last 
month when Dutchman Jos 
Verstappen’s car was en- 
gulfed in flames following a 
fire during a refuelling stop in 
the race. 

But on Friday the team 
reiterated their contention 
that they had permission to 
remove the filter. 

“The fuel filter removed 
from our refuelling system 
was done with the full know- 
ledge and approval of the 
FIA technical delegate Char- 
lie Whiting," Benetton said 





Michael Schumacher 

in the b;es: statement. 

The FIA deny this and the 
French company which 
manufactured the system said 
Thursday that they would 
never have given such per- 
mission, on safety grounds 

Safety was also uppermost 
in the thoughts of FIA Friday 
when it announced the can- 
cellation c: the Italian Grand 
Prix following a iong-running 
row over the safety of the 
Monza Circuit (see separate 
story). 

On the Hungaroring. Ver- 
stappen. now recovered from 
the slight facia! wounds he 
suffered in the blaze, claimed 
the sixth-fastest time in the 
opening session, just behinc 
Austrian Gerhard 3eraer 
who was fifth-quickest for 
Ferrari. 

For Schumacher it was vit- 
al to take overnight pole posi- 
tion nor only to boost morale 
in the troubled Benetton 
team garages but also to en- 
sure he has an excellent 
chance of winning Sunday's 
77-lap race. 

The Hungaroring is a 
notoriously difficult circuit 
for overtaking as it is narrow, 
twisty and slo'w and has manv 


times jn the past made life 
very difficult for faster can. 
attempting to find a way past 
a slow icade;. 

Aiesi. who was quickest 
early in the session. Hill, who 
was also on top of the tunes 
twice during the hour, and 
Schumacher' were well aware 
of the prize at stake. 

It made for an intriguing 
session, run on a track drying 
fast after heavy overnight 
rain, m which Schumacher 
was able to cope with every 
chalienge raised to his times. 

Both Hill and Coulthard, 
who impressed on his first 
visit to the demanding circuit, 
spun off towards the end of 
the session as did Frenchman 
Philippe Aliiot. who was 
driving for McLaren for the 
first time as replacement for 
the suspended Finn Mika 
Hakkinen. 

Hill said; “1 went off be- 
cause I was trying to do a 
really hard and fast coming-in 
lap. I was on the radio too at 
the time so I may not have 
beer, concentrating properly. 

*i would like to have been 
on pole but I am not too 
disappointed — at least 1 am 
on the front row. 


Schumacher was delighted 
with his performance. 

“First of all. I musi say it's 
very nice to be back in front 
after ait the problems the 
team has had recently. This is 
the best answer we ean give 
to everyone. 

‘Tin very happy with my 
time because it was quite a 
struggle. For some reason the 
track was very slippery dur- 
ing mv first run comp. ire d to 
this morning and i nearly lost 
the car. 

“We made some changes 
and improved the car quite a 
lot for the second run. That's 
when I did my best time. I’m 
looking forward to tomorrow 
because we could not make 
as many changes as we would 
have liked today and we can 
improve the car further. 

“To take provisional pole 
like this and under these cir- 
cumstances is a big compli- 
ment to the team." 

Coulthard said: “It is the 
first rime 1 have dnven here 
and it is a difficult circuit, 
very demanding both mental- 
ly and physically, so I am 
very happy to be third. If i 
can keep this place it will be 
my best grid position.” 


Judge restores WBA title 


PATERSON, NJ. (AP) — 
A middleweight regained his 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) title Thursday, with a 
federal judge throwing the 
decisive punch. 

The judge restored the title 
to John David Jackson, who 
had claimed the sanctions 
body used paper to do wha t 
31 boxers couldn’t do in the 
ring. 

U.S. district judge 
Maryanue Trump Barry 
granted Jackson a prelimin- 
ary injunction, barring the 
WBA from recognising any- 
one else as its middleweight 
champion. 

She said a September trial 
would determine the case on 


the merits, but granted the 
injunction because there was 
a likely chance of success and 
Jackson would suffer irrepar- 
able harm without it. 

The WBA stripped Jack- 
son of bis championship after 
he fought May 6 in Atlantic 
City. It told Jackson and his 
promoter, Robert Goodman 
of Garden State Boring, they 
neededd permission for the 
non-tide 10-round fight, said 
Jackson’s lawyer, Patrick C. 
English. 

“We found out that other 
champions did exactiy wca; 
John David Jackson did and 
weren’t stripped,” English 
said. 


A message left Thursday 
for WBA lawyer James J. 
Binns of Philadelphia was not 
returned. 

Jackson 31, of Los 
Angeies, is 31-0 with S 
knockouts. He has not de- 
fended his title since defeat- 
ing Reggie “Sweet” Johnson 
Oct. I because of an injury 
and a lung infection, English 
said. 

Jackson rook the May 6 
fight to get back in shape, 
English said, winning by a 
technical knockout in the 
eight round over Jeff Johnson 
of Atlanta. 

English contends WBA 


championship committee 
chairman Elias M. Cordova 
Jr. took Jackson’s title in an 
effort to arrange a fight Fri- 
day in Argentina between the 
two top-ranked WBA con- 
tenders. 

Reggie Johnson, ranked 
first, is promoted by Don 
King, while the second- 
ranked middleweight, Jorge 
Castro, is handled by 1 j«k 
Spada’s Panaprotn S.A. 

Cordova and Spada are 
friends who have done busi- 
ness before, English said. 
The WBA is based in Vene- 
zuela. 


Announces Kindergarten Registration 

- Low tuition fees. 

- No capital fund assessment fee until first grade 
-Full day classes, 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

- Large, new facilities 

- American curriculum: 

• Whole language programme 

• Integrated curriculum 

• Special classes in computers, P.E., and music. 

Reserve a place In ACS’s first grade prog- 
ramme for the following year. For more 
Information, call 813944 or 813948 between 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


APARTMENT WANTED 

In Abdoun/Swe'rfieh. 

Three bedrooms, fully furnished, telephone, dis- 
hwasher. store-room, garage. 

Rent up to JD 7000/yr. 

Call: 82 72 61 


OFFICES FOR RENT 


IN THE MIDDLE OF THE COMMERCIAL 
CENTER /SHMESANI 

- 3rd & 4th Floor Are Available 

- Spaces : 150m - 88m - 62irf 

- Free Parking - Elevator 

SHMESANI / NEAR ABU SHAKRA STORES 

TEL: 601400 - 661973 - 6S1 120 

MR. F1RAS KISWANI 


f JOB OPPORTUNITY > 

A leading company specialized in Trading. 
Manufacturing business is seeking a 
Treasury and Credit Manager who is able to 
manage and control all treasury functions, 
administer movement of lunds and control 
the company credit operations 

The following qualifications needed : 

. Minimum field experience required from 5-10 
years (preferably in banking institution) 

. University degree in Finance. 

r\ge between 30-40 

. Experience with Micro-computers would be 
definite advantage. 

. Ability to speak, read, write English. 

Qualified person should send application, 
certificates of experience with detailed CV to: 

P.O. Box 739 . 

\ Amman m 18 (Jordan). / 


Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 I Cinema 


Tel.: 69923$ I Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 



Shanhan-Mahmoud Hamideh — 
Hussein Fahmi m ' 

Womeit’s marfcct 

Arabic 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


_ CONCORD ‘1* 

PHILADELPHIA 

Shows; 12-.30, 3:30, *15,' 8:30 

CONCORD *2’ 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


Cinema and Theatre 

The Cutting Edge 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00 
Starting Aug. 24 the political play 

“SAHRA KANAUNIEH** 


Tel.: 675571 

Kabil AI Mashlai Theatre 


Today & Everyday 
AbU'Awwad in social comedy 


1230, 3:15, 5, 6 : 30 , 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 



Nabil & HiSham'S id : b25!SS 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Present tneir niay 

A PEACSI 
(Sular* Ya 3.11am) 

Daily at b ?0 : r> 

The theatre i* c«c i ■> • ^ 
days 
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France sees low risk 
of attacks on its soil 

Algerian group presents 6 demands, 
warns Paris against i gn oring them 


PARIS (Agencies) — 
France, faced with new 
threats by militants, on Fri- 
day stepped up a police 
crackdown on suspected Isla- 
mic activity though the gov- 
ernment said there was little 
risk of domestic extremist 
attacks. 

Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua said that the risk of 
attacks was greater outside 
the country and a militant 
Algerian Islamist group 
threatened reprisals against 
French interests in Algeria 
unless Paris met six condi- 
tions. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), which claimed re- 
sponsibility for killing five 
French nationals earlier this 
month in Algiers, said in a 
statement published on Fri- 
day that France would face 
"violent attacks on its in- 
terests in Algeria" if it failed 
to meet the conditions. 

These included evacuating 
all French citizens from 
Algeria and ending its sup- 
port for Algeria’s military- 
backed government. 

The group also ordered 
France to protect Muslim 
rights on its national terri- 
tory. divulge the names of its 
officials "collaborating” with 
the Algerian authorities, 
cooperate with the GIA and 
compensate Muslims for los- 
ses suffered through French 
support for Algiers. 

I&. Pasqua, France's hard- 
line internal security chief, 
told the French daily Le 
Figaro: “We do not believe 
there is a direct terrorist risk 
is France linked to the events 
in Algeria, but it is quite 
clear that we have to take 
precuaricns." 

About 3,400 people were 
stopped overnight by police 
in Paris in the sixth day of a 
colice crackdown after last 
week’s slaying of five French 
officials is’ Algiers, for which 
the GIA daimed responsibil- 

\y. 

Police officials said their 
spot checks, which have 
affected more than 16,000 
people so far in France, were 
taking place in a wider circle 
or cities. 

While initially confined to 
the French capital, they were 
now under way on the high- 


way leading to France’s big- 
gest international airport — 
Charles de Gaulle airport 
outride Paris, in Lyon, Bor- 
deaux and Marseille in south- 
ern France, and in Lille in 
northern France, the officials 
said. 

Eleven individuals were 
being questioned as a result 
of the latest police checks in 
Paris and two were taken in 
for questioning in Marseilles, 
the officials said. 

Twenty-two interned Alge- 
rians remained in custody at a 
military barracks in Folem- 
bray in northeastern France. 

The roundup, ordered by 
Mr. Pasqua, has provoked 
sharp criticism from civil 
rights groups and opposition 
political leaders for targeting 
North Africans and haring 
little or no connection to the 
violence in Algiers: 

The Islamic Salvation 
Army (AIS), another Alge- 
rian group that is the military 
wing of the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), last 
week threatened reprisals un- 
less the 22 interned Muslims 
were freed. 

FIS activities in France are 
the apparent target of Mr. 
Pasqua's crackdown. The 
military-backed Algerian au- 
thorities banned the group 
and cancelled a general elec- 
tion in 1992 that the FIS was 
poised to win, triggering poli- 
tical violence in Algeria in 
which more than 4,000 peo- 
ple have been killed. 

Mr. Pasqua told Le Figaro 
the widespread identity 
checks he had ordered were 
not directly linked to the 
Algerian attack but defended 
them as "a classic security 
measure.” 

Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe endorsed Mr. Pasqua's 
handling of the police action 
but denied that France un- 
conditionally supported the 
military-backed Algerian 
government and urged 
Algiers to return the country 
to democracy as soon as 
possible. 

Mr. Pasqua has repeatedly 
dismissed international press- 
ure on Algiers to reach out to 
moderate Muslims in search 
of a political settlement, 
arguing that France’s only 
choice was to support an 


Israeli police warn 
FLO counterparts 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Jerusalem police said 
Friday they arc investigating 
whether Palestinian police 
made arrests in Jerusalem af- 
ter a Muslim-Christian brawl 
:n the Old City. 

They warned that Palesti- 
ri-r officers from the self- 
'uit :*reas of Gaza or Jericho 
r-’uid be detained for over- 
lapping their authority. 

“Any police other than the 
Jerusalem police are illegal 
and banned by law,” said 
nolice spokesman Shmuel 
Ben Ruby. 

“Whoever identifies them- 
selves as another kind of 
police with no legal authority 
granted by us will be arrested 
Lnd prosecuted,” he said. 

The latest reports indicate 
Palestinian undercover units 
took suspects to Jericho for 
questioning following a series 
rf Muslim'- Christian dashes 
rjfter a wedding in the walled 
Old City. 

Israel is attempting to 
block any attempts by the 
Palestinians to operate bran- 
ches of the self-rule govern- 
ment in Jerusalem to gain 
leverage in future negotia- 
tions over the dty. Israel 
rjres:ed sit Palestinians who 
.verc attempting to police the 
Old City in June, charging 
them with burglary and 
■ssaalt. 

Palestinian residents famil- 
iar with the latest incident 
«aid it erupted three weeks 
-go when members of the 
.Abu Assab family in the 
Muslim quarter tried to get 
•into a Christian wedding 
without invitations. They 
tried to force themselves in 
and four people were wound- 
ed in the ensuing brawl. 

Some of the Muslims then 
wen! into the Christian qnar- 
!«rr and beat up residents. 
The Israeli police made about 
30 arrests and released every- 
one on bail, said the Palesti- 
rjans. who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

They said there was an 
initial reconciliation orga- 
nised by community leaders. 


He authorised the security 
forces in Jericho to deal with 
the matter and an undercover 
squad arrest three men ear- 
lier this month, the residents 
said. 

The three from the Abu 
Assab family remain in jail in 
Jericho, about SO kilometres 
east of Jerusalem, and their 
families have not seen them. 

Orient House, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) headquarters in Jeru- 
salem, on Tnursday denied 
Israeli charges that security 
police were interrogating 
prisoners in the building. The 
PLO took over the Orient 
House hotel in 1991 to serve 
as a reception centre for fore- 
ign visitors, and right-wing 
Israelis have demanded it be 
shut. 

“We get complaints from 
people about various disputes 
in Jerusalem and other parts 
of the West Bank and we try 
to solve such problems,” said 
spokesman Hatem Abdul 
Qader.” We do not arrest 
people. We do not interro- 
gate or punish people 
either.” 

Shaath in Jerusalem 

Nabil Shaath, top aide 
to Palestine leader Yasser 
Arafat and the organisation’s 
chief negotiator, visited Jeru- 
salem for the first time since 
1946 on Friday. 

He lunched with the 
PLO representative in Jeru- 
salem, Faisal A1 Husseini, at 
the National Palace Hotel in 
Arab East Jerusalem and was 
expected later to visit Al 
Aqsa Mosque, Islam’s third 
holiest strine. 

“I am very happy to be 
here in Jerusalem,” said Dr. 
Shaath. “This is our home 
town, the most important dty 
in the world for all of us.” 

It was not immediately 
known if Dr. Shaath, who is 
also a member of the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) which administers, 
tiie self-rale areas of Gaza 
and Jericho, will visit the 
Orient House in Arab East 

(Continued on page 7) 


admittedly undemocratic 
government or see Algeria 
fall into the bands of extrem- 
ists. 

In its demands issued Fri- 
day, the Armed Islamic 
Group demanded that all 
French nationals leave Alger- 
ia. 

“France has committed 
great and vicious crimes 
against the Muslim Algerian 
nation,” said the statement 
published on the front page 
of the London-based, 
Arabic-Iangnage newspaper 
Al Hayat. 

The group said it has “con- 
firmed information that ele- 
ments in the French govern- 
ment were pressuring the 
ruthless tyrant (Algerian gov- 
ernment) to carry out mas- 
sacres against unarmed inno- 
cent people/’ . 

The Armed Islamic Group 
said twice before it had chal- 
lenged France once by kid- 
napping then freeing three 
French diplomats and a 
second time when the 
Frenchmen were killed last 
week. 

It set a list of six demands, 
nailing it “the third chal- 
lenge:" 

— The French government 
should uncover those alleged- 
ly involved with the Algerian 
government’s crackdown on 
fundamentalists in Algeria. 

— Pay half the compensa- 
tions to Muslims who have 
suffered since the crackdown 
began in Algeria. 

— Stop supporting the 
Algiers - government and 
espouse neutrality in the 
Algerian conflict. 

— Evacuate all French 
nationals from Algeria until 
die group allows their return 
under the Islamic Sharia laws 
related to relations with non- 
Muslims. 

— Payment of Jizyeh, or 
tax Islamic Sharia law im- 
poses on non-Muslims Irving 
■under a Muslim system, to 
the Armed Islamic Group. 

— Safeguard the rights ami 
dignity of Muslims in France. 

If the demands were not 
met, the group said, it will 
“strike forcefully at French 
interests in Algeria,” accord- 
ing to Al Hayat. 

Hamas 

claims 

Jerusalem 


attack 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) claimed responsibil- 
ity for an attack on Friday in 
which three Israeli policemen 
were wounded in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

“ A number of our fighters 
attacked one of the military 
posts of the Israeli army near 
Sheikh Jarrah (neighbour- 
hood) and opened fire on 
three policemen,” Izzeddine 
Al Qassam, Hamas' military 
wing, said in a statement 
faxed to an international 
news agency. 

“This blessed operation 
comes to stress the Muslim- 
ness of occupied Jerusalem 
and to stress to all sides of the 
conflict in the area that this 
Holy City was and shall al- 
ways remain Muslim,” the 
statement said. 

“The Palestinian flag will 
fly over Jerusalem for all the 
world to see," the statement 

pledged. 

Police chief Assaf Hefetz 
told Israeli radio the group 
had been preparing an 
attack. 

Israeli police said two full- 
time officers and a volunteer 
were shot and wounded when 
someone in a car they had 
stopped near the Old City of 
Jerusalem sprayed them with 
automatic weapons fire. 
Police returned fire at the 


tleemg car. 

Police later found the 
bullet-riddled car abandoned 
in East Jerusalem. Inside was 
a seriously wounded Arab 
youth. 

Magazines for two automa- 
tic rifles and cartridges were 
found in the car, polios said. 

Israel’s army radio said 
police were searching for 
three other people thought to 
have been in the car. 

At one sag e heavily armed 
police and paramilitary police 
cordoned off an East Jeru- 
salem neighbourhood think- 
ing they had trapped the sus- 
pects but the cordon was 
eventually lifted. 


Prince 

Hassan 


HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan lis- 
tens to a resident of Ma’an 
during a visit be paid to the 
southern town on Friday. 
The Crown Prince was 
given a tumultuous wel- 
come by the town residents 
of Ma’an headed by Parlia- 
ment members. The visit 
was part of a tour that the 
Crown Prince has been 
paying to the southern re- 
gions last week (see page 
three) 




Argentina distances itself from al 
informer as Iran launches fresh i 


»«0>- 


BUENOS AIRES (Agen- 
cies) — Argentina distanced 
itself Friday from its sole 
witness linking Iran to an 
anti-Jewish attack, saying he 
had now suddenly turned up 
at tiie .Argentine embassy in 
Ecuador bait that it saw no 
need for contact with him. 

“I don’t know' for a fact 
that this gentleman has asked 
for refuge in Argentina. Such 
a request would not make 
much sense,” Vice Foreign 
Minister Fernando Petrella 
told local radio. 

“As far as the (Argentine) 
Foreign Ministry is con- 
cerned I don’t think any con- 
tact with the defector is 
necessary.” 

Manoucher Motamer, 
from Iran, is Argentina’s only 
witness linking four Iranian 
officials to the July 18 truck- 
bombing of Jewish offices 
that killed nearly 100 people. 

Relations between Argen- 
tina and Iran are at breaking 
point after an Argentine 
judge ordered an internation- 
al manhunt for the font, who 
were fingered by Motamer 
when he was in Venezuela- 

Iran summoned the Argen- 
tine charge of d’affaires to 
the Foreign Ministry Friday 
for the tim'd consecutive day 
over charges of Iranian in- 
volvement in the bomb 
attack, the official news agen- 
cy IRNA said. 

“He (the diplomat) is 
apparently here. I cannot 
give more infonnatiion,” a 
foreign ministry official told 
Reuters by telephone from 
Tehran. He gave no other 
details. 


President Carlos Menem 
has threatened to kick out 
Iran’s ambassador to Argen- 
tina and Foreign Minister 
Guido di Telia says Buenos 
Aires may even demand that 
Tehran hand over the four. 

Motamer's identity and 
credentials have been .dis- 
puted by Iran, which denies 
any involvement in the 
attack, and by the Vene- 
zuelan office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 

The witness unexpectedly 
showed up at the Argentine 
embassy in Ecuador Thura- 
day bat only r emain ed on the 
premise for an hour or so and 
was now in a hotel in Quito, 
Mr. Petrella said. 

He offered no assistance, 
saying Motamer was under 
UNHCR protection. 

Iran says Motamer. de- 
scribed by the Argentine 
judge as a disaffected former 
secretary in Iran's Ministry of 
Islamic Guidance, was in fact 
a sho pawner in the city of 
Isfahan. 

The UNHCR office in 
Venezuela, which was pro- 
cessing an asylum request by 
Motamer, said in a statement 
this week his identity and 
credentials were doubtfuL 

The Argentine supreme 
court was meeting again Fri- 
day after failing to agree in an 
all-day session Thursday on 
whether it should take over 
the case from investigating 
Judge Juan Jose Galeano, 
who issued the warrants for 
the four Iranians. 

The supreme court is the 
only tribunal empowered to 


European firms sign Gaza port deal 

AMSTERDAM (R) — A consortium of European firms 
on Friday signed a deal with the Palestinian National 
Authority to build a harbour in the Gaza Strip provided it is 
funded by their governments, the Dutch consortium leader 
said. The deal also involves France's Spie BatignoDe and 
Italy’s Sistemi Ingegneria Spa. Construction of the harbour 
will only go ahead if full financing for the $60 million 
project is provided by the Dutch, French and Italian 
governments, consortium leader Ballast Nedam NV said in 
a statement. The Dutch government has promised 40 per 
cent of the financing on condition that the remainder can 
also be raised. 'The harbour is viewed as of great 
importance to the development of the Gaza Snip,” said 
Mr. Ballast, winch had said earlier this week it hoped to 
sign the accord. The harbour will be laid in a shallow 
coastal zone a few kilometres south of Gaza. It mil initially 
be able to accommodate small ships of np to 5,000 gross 
tonnes and can be extended in a later phase to handle 
15,000-tonne vessels. German construction group Hochtief 
AG owns a 48 per cent stake in the Dutch company. 

UAE leader gives Egypt $7.4 million 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan has 
donated seven million dollars to medical and scientific 
centres in Egypt, the official news agency WAM reported 
Friday. The sum covered heart, kidney, liver and cancer 
centres as well as the Alexandria and Al Azhar universities, 
it said in a report from Alexandria in northern Egypt, 
where the 77-year-old leader ended a visit on Friday. 
Another $400,000 were extended to an institute for the 
blind in Cairo, it said. The UAE,- a key oil producer, is a 
major Arab aid donor. It has promised to contribute to a 
m ul ti-billion-dollar Gulf development fond to provide aid 
to Egypt, Syria and other Arab countries. Sheikh Zayed 
discussed his country’s contribution in talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, according to Egypt's official 
news agency MENA. 

HlaH says OAU is a fiction 

RABAT (R) — Moroccan Prime Minister Abdul Latif 
Filali said the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) is a 
fiction incapable of solving African problems like the civil 
wars in Somalia, Rwanda, Liberia and Angola. The OAU 
had “done nothing, made no proposals to solve these 
problems,” Mr. Fuali told interviewers on the state TV 
network RTM on Thursday night. “The OAU does not 
exist. It is a fiction,” he said. Morocco has rejected 
suggestions that OAU representatives monitor a referen- 
dum in Western Sahara which the United Nations hopes to 
bold next February to decide whether the former Spanish 
colony will be part of Morocco or an independent state. 
Morocco walked out of the OAU in November 1984 when 
the self-styled Saharan Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR) prod aimed by guerrillas was made a member of 
the organisation. Since then it has maintained that the 
OAU has no role to play in Western Sahara because it is 
not impartiai since it has taken the guerrillas’ side against 
Morocco. Mr. Filali, who is also foreign minister, said he 
believed Polisario guerrillas fighting for independence of 
the territory since 1976 did not want a referendum and 
were trying to scuttle the U.N. plan by seeking to impose 
the OAU in the peace process. 


deal with cases involving 
foreign diplomats under the 
Argentine constitution. It 
must decide whether Mr. 
Galeano has enough of a case 
to warrant the top tribunal 
becoming involved. 

Mr. Galeano's preliminary 
findings, published Tuesday, 
also mentioned current mem- 
bers of Iran's Buenos Aires 
mission as suspects, singling 
out Cultural Attache Mohsen 
Rabbani as having inquired 
in recent months about prices 
of vans like the one used in 
last month's attack. 

Mr. Rabbani has acknow- 
ledged visiting used-car deal- 
erships but says this does not 
link him in any way to what 
he describes as a criminal 
attack. 

Meanwhile Paraguayan 
police have arrested a 
Lebanese national in connec- 
tion with the bombing, offi- 
cials said. 

They added that there 
could be more arrests with 
the next 24 hours. 

Police burst into the Arab- 
run Jebai Centre in this Para- 
guayan dty near the Iguazu 
Falls, bordering Brazil and 
Argentina, and arrested 32- 
year-old Akran Farad. 

Farad has been living in 
Paraguay for two years and is 
wanted in Lebanon on swind- 
ling and check-bouncing 
charges, said Police Commis- 
sioner Domingo Ruiz Diaz of 
Interpol. 

Investigating judges Carlos 
Monges and Hector Sama- 
niego suggested there was 
evidence Farad may be link- 
ed to other crimes here and in 
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Morocco offers cheap plant 

RABAT (R) — Cheap factory sites on 1 ,200 hectares are 
to be made available to new investors in Morocco, tiie 
official news agency MAP reported on Friday. The agency 
quoted Prime Minister Aodul La ti f Filali as saying in a TV 
interview on Thursday night that the sites equipped with 
utilities would be made available at between 250 and 3C0 
dirhams ($28 and $33) a square metre. This is !ess than a 
tenth of the current going price for land in &-= industrial 
quarters of Casablanca where meat o: the ccuntry’s 
rectories are concentrated. Mr. F-laii said tiie cV/v.on war 
taken after consultations with ‘hi business:*::;. e- 

tion, the Confederation Generals ZcDnor.-jqus ; .c.-ccafue 
(CGEM), which complained that orcdccioft r.erc 
heavily penalised by 'exhorbitant tend pricu. 

Three beheaded in S. Arabsa 

RIYADH (AP) — A Saudi Arabian convicted of murder 
and two Pakistanis who tried to smuggle drug 3 bidden in 
their intestines were beheaded Friday, ‘'the interior minis trv 
announced. The Saudi, Yehya Ben Ali Ai 
found guilty by an Islamic Sharia conn of shcctios :;■ death 
another Saudi in a dispute, the announcement sale. r~e v/as 
beheaded in Abha in the southwestern province z>l Asir. 
The Pa k ista nis — identified as Ursul Khan Ivlasil Khan and 
Akbtar Mohammad Sultan Jamal — were beheaded in the 
Saudi capital, Riyadh, the announcement said. Saudi 
Arabia rul es by Islamic law, which prescribes behead in 7 for 
criminals. That was extended to drug smug. tiers 
“ 198 L m *** fcnjBdoro’s Muslim tbeolog.ans. 

Some 90 beheadings were carried out last year ar.d so far 
this year, nearly 20 people have been executed. Tne 
executions are carried out in public souares outside 
mosques following noon prayers on Friday. 

Most Israelis want Arabic in acfco-sS 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Most Israelis want Arabic taught in 
school as a compulsory subject because of the -™res<; 

East, according to k Slavey 
P“ bI ^ b i d The poU 01 Yediot Aharonnt newspaper 
found that 66 per cent were in favour and 34 cef cent 
against. Arabic is an official language in Israel, aiong with 
SEE “ s^ontSy school only as an 
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Argentina. 

Iranian official' meanwhile 
intensified a campaign to dis- 
credit -the Iranian informer. 

A senior Iranian cleric. 
Ayatollah Emami Kashani. 
declared that Argentina had 
been “trapped” into blaming 
Iran for the bombing because 
of false testimony from 
Motamer, who he said was a 
disenchanted Iranian re- 
fugee. 

“Is it correct that you talk 
to a fugitive, liar and charla- 
tan, claiming to have worked 
for some Iranian ministry and 
then blame that e.’cplosion on 
Iran?” Ayatollah Kashani 
said during a weekly prayer 
sermon at Tehran University. 

“Is this not being trap- 
ped?” he asked in the ser- 
mon, broadcast by Tehran 
radio. 

“Without even considering 
this person's background, 
without seeing whether he’s 
an enemy of the Islamic re- 
volution, that he’s a liar and a 
charlatan, you talk to him 
and come and accuse us,” 
Ayatollah Kashani said. 

“How ugly this world has 
become,” he lamented, amid 
cries of “Death to America” 
and “Death to Israel” from 
worshippers. 

Ayatollah Kashani was the 
first Tehran official to de- 
scribe Motamer. an Iranian 
dissident living in Venezuela, 
as a fugitive, indicating he 
was wanted by Iranian au- 
thorities. But he did not 
elaborate. 

Motamer has daimed ha 
was deputy minister in the 
Iranian government. 
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PAwlIS \ AFP; — Five U.5. 
army veterans have been 
‘riven permission to para- 
i chute- over the Mediterra- 
nean Monday oa t he 50th 
anniversary cf the World 
War II allied landings on the 
southern French coast, the 
Defence Department 
5 EGM here. “The Minis- 
j .jry Cl hss suggested 

that the five veterans take 
c art in a parachute drop into 
sea, which will take place 
•is !hs Say of Cavalaire, Aug. 
i5, ic tribute io French 
i scops in the ansiy of De 
} Lsttrc," the raisasfrj said in a 
comrnuiikjue. The Bay of 
Oavslaire is located west of 
tie southern port dty of 
Teuton. General Jean de Lat- 
tre de Tasssgay commanded 
French North African troops 
in World War U. The minis- 
try decision was intended to 
assuage the anger of the 
veterans who for security 
reasons had been refused 
permission to jump over the 
village of La Mode, the first 
community liberated from 
German occupation by allied 
ttc-oos 50 years ago next 
frees. Tne five veterans were 
part of the 50?th infan try- 
barachute battalion that land- 
ed near La Motte, behind 
German lines. French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand 
Sunday will launch a two-day 
| commemoration of the Pro- 
j vence landings in which sever- 
al heads of state, 130 planes 
and 33 warships from allied 
forces will take part- 

‘SSisJtea recasts 
£a£!n2S3£i! €? 
t ©alt 

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 
(AFF) — President Bill Clin- 
ton filed a motion Wednes- 
day in federal court to dismiss 
a 'oncer ea^jtoyer’s sexual harm- 
raest lawsuit against him, 
pleading his presidential im- 
snnrity. Hie request filed by 
Mr. Clinton’s lawyers stated 
j that Paula Corbin Jones 
i could reSle her lawsuit after 
he leaves office. Ms. Jones 
cteims that Mr. Clinton made 
sermai advances to her in a 
hotel room in 1991 when he 
was governor of Arkansas 
zed she vras a state employee 
i working on a business prom- 
otion meeting. A memoran- 
I dam filed in support of the 
I motion to dismiss stated that 
j '‘there is an overriding 
i national interest in insulating 
; the presidency from the dis-* 

1 tractions of" private civil 
; and in assuring that 

’ courts do not unduly intrude 
j upon the frmetir-sing of foe 
j chief executive.” The memo 1 
; cites a Supreme Court ruling 
I in 1982 that gave President 
j Richard Nixon immunity 
j from civil suits. 

;• Vjcisaaa price . 
‘ i-gftartag 

’ U-JL 

1 I/iGcCOV/ (R) — A Russian 
’ who did nothing after 

. berjrhbdl terrier savaged her 
' liutbsnd paid the price when 
, ‘Jie dog chewed off both her 
’ ‘-ms. the Mc^kovsky Kom- 
* sorpolets said Fri- 

; day. T.yz dog Wned on the 
: rar-oid r/ercsn in a park 

; bit r.er 53 tlmei. “There 
’ '-’25 S-sIe ief: cf her arms 
i apart from bones.” the newa- 
j pacer quoted doctors as 
j saying. The woman has been, 
in hospital for the last two 
weeL's in critical condition. 
Tne do® was shot the day 
after the attack. Her husband 
wss still in hospital after the 
djg bit him in mid-July. 

j $®5iioft O'? Berlin 
«?ai3 becomes 


Accordmg to the same poU, more than one million Israelis 

SLjf ™ 5 - 2 miu,0n would want to visit 

fordan once the border was opened. Thirty-five per cent of 
foe 600 Jews questioned said they woidd visit! A first 
axKang point between tiie two countries was opened on 
Monday, initially only for foreign tourists. 

Wanted... snakes 

S£rtS?2i. Y ^ ^ Emirates (af?) - 

J?™*** 01 snates on tire tiny Gulf island of Sir Bani Yas 
can be a lucrative business, brin gin g rewards o* un t in 
donas s piece. Worker 

reserve in the region, have been told !hty wa”d v 
^raided for every snake they kill. The rewari o'Jere- “ 
Ututed Arab Emirates President Sheikh Zayed s en Sultan 

nimSELF" 8 ’ b t we ? n 200 ■*« «h^ S ra£ 

H10 ), dep ending on the size of the reptile. ■■nTrU^L 
are, intended *° Protect the animals in the rese™ « fh™ 
mil connnne to increase," said a worked to™a^ y 
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LISBON (AFP) — A slab of 
the Berlin Wall is to become 
a mc?.ament jn the Fatima 
: Szssszn is memoiy of tiie 
unification of Germany, a 
spokesman for the sanctuary 
said Wednesday. Tie cult erf 
Oar Lady of Fatuna is a 
religious organisation based 
on an apparition of the Virgin 
Mary to three shepherds in 
1917. The slab of the wall, 
which is 3.6 metres (12 feet) ' 
high and weighs 2,600 Irilog- 
rarames (5,720 pounds) was 
j cfkred by former East Ger- 
:r.ar>. Prime Minister Lotbar. 
| tie Maidens in 1990 on .ft* 
j request of 2 Portuguese rea- 

I ticnt in the German dty of 
Kaiserslautern. The inaU“ 
guration will take place 
Saturday, t h e ~ 3 3 f d 
anniversary of the construc- 
tion of the wall. 




